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With the possible exception of the bouse wren, probably
no other birds so readily take advantage of rtficialnesting places
as the Chicadees (Pimeuses atricapilus and others) snd Tits.
T1ie; unremîtting search for mnsects on every branch. twig and
lestf is a fauinating sight and the good tbev accompllsh is diffi-
cuit to couceive. A Blue Tit will destroy SIX ands atf milionz
insects lu a year, and in bringiug up a famil). of about tweèlve to
sixteeneoun us about tweuty-four million iusects-would,
uliuitey b. accounted for. Especially valuable are they lu the

destruction' of the e«s of certain species of det oliating <rater-
pillea, such as the cauke wcms sud tent caterpiliars, themroths
of wbich deposit their egg-. on twigs. Graf, lu Switserland,
stat et tha àie lett u tht.. cole-tits conuwed M00 te

00 uieteggsdaily -;three marsh tits. eue cole-tit, a loug-tailed
tit and a goden crested wre coususned 600 caterpillars lu 100
minutes. Tht pupa. of the codlinig moth snd the hibernating
foras of plant lice do flot escape the sharp tve Mf these smali
acrobts. Tht little Wbit;e-breaaed Ntthatch (Sida carolin-

ùui) which may be muenSung not only upwards but also
dwwzdson the truuks of trees, bas somewhat siniliar hàabits

te tht Chicadees. Over .50 per cent. of its food consst of
insect. Tht House Wren (Trogiody*s ardo) bas suffered much
by the ivroads of the quarrelsome Engllsh sparrow whicb
drives it out ot its nesting places on everv possible occasion.
Nevertbeless. this conflding little bird whlch charms us so much
with its littie bubblmng song aud exacts such a heavy toil on insect
life will gladly accept a uesting box out of which'tht sparrows
ray be Icept by hanging it rather low down, aud làving the
entranc hole as sall as possible.

Tht Purple Martin (Progne ssi) formerlv nested lu hoilew
tmes. but the advent of man eucouraged it te nest about b is
domicie, lu some parts of the country, 1 bave uoticed the fact
particularlv iu certain sections of New Brunswick, onemiay see
mart:in hernies erected on poles and this forun of encouragemnent
la very successful, altbougb the Engllsh sparrows sae a constant
source of trouble to the rightful owners. The value of the niartins
sud.awallows around the bouse aud buildings as inseet destrov-
enrs appreciated by ail wbo have encouraged them. The Tre
Swallow (frýidoprocue bicolor), whicb nests ini bollow trees, is

neot so abundaut lu certain sections of Ontario as formerIv.
Reportlug the succeas of nesting boxes during 1913, Mir. W. IL.
Saunders. ot London, Ont., writes: 4'Another lot of boxes whlcb
were put in place-on an island lu the Rideau t.akes wer a source
Mf actual competition among the tree swallows, there being more
pairs than there were ucsts, and colsidering the fact that these
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