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ho Iîad %wishied s0 fervenitly to die tuie deatn of thie righteous was inVoh'ed
the destruction of thie gilty and profligate ïMidianitcs, because'hle

loved the wziges of uinrighltcousness."
Nor nced Nve bc sui'priscd ut the ineonsistency of' Balaani*s wishes and
,-ps witlî his actual. course of coînduet. It is whiat, in substance, we
len sec displayed. Wliat is miore coninion in Cliristiaîîn ggtns

an goo deire,"alongl wifl a prevailing love of~ the world ? Who
2s not nînet witn caQes of' IlgIî relig iols Profession assoeiated %vith a l:îxity
ruioral principle whicln lis at lengthi betrayed itsellf by concluet tending
discredit religion itsell' iu publie estimation ? MWhIo bas not known
!tanices iii wich li ose who arc fairly set out for thic kzilîîgID of hienvein
.Idcd to, teniptation, ani gi'adniiy l'eI away, tili thecy evenlugd int
g rant -.iii ? Wc have cen youtiffl religi7on give way ti worldliness in
nilioocl, and proffigacy in old age. We have knnown est.ablisIliîents coin-
=ncd %v'ztl prayer, and can'ried on for înany years ivitll ilic cli:racter of
qt, iclhbave cnded in inoral as wvell as colui-ercial b.tnklrtuptey ; and

criash ]lass involvcd uititudes in suddeni enîibzrr.%îssînenit and rini.-
il nien desire to die the death of' the righteous ; alla yetl how few, coi-
fatively, follow out that course hihatone lcaid to, sucl a resultl The
jority either deccive theinscives, ais to the character of' their acetionis,

iuh ot wvtout niany checks of conscience and Divine reproolis; or
.y persuade theiselves, thiat thièy eau at unny tiinne ireturii froi the dcvi-

~th ou whichi they vcnture,resolviîîg at sonie tiiie to (I0 thîis. But
areal nature of nîcun's actions is net altcrcd by diue luise opinions of
nui wliich they arc tcunpted to iiidulge. As ]3-sliop B3utler says,
fiiings and actions are wblat thcey are, and the coîîsciucnccs of tlicm
Jbc %vlîat thiey r. ili bo. Wlîy, flîcn, sliould wic desire to bc dleceivcd ?

zn. lc who yields to temptation anid eoînniits a sini, dcpcndinýg on
owin abnhity to retrace Ilins steps, alla se avert flic cvil cOnisequciices, 15

tonlly gu1illy of a, pîesunptuous isgrdof IWS providence in whose
ad our bneath is, and wN ith wvheîîi «are tuie issues of. lue and death
t he mianif'ests, at tihe Saine tinnie,gOrît ignorance of Iiiniselif and lie is
great daîgrof bcing Il hardcncd tlîroug-h the dccitîfulicss of i,
conscience is scarcd anîd lie is given iii "to strcung delusion to bc1ieve
el" bccause lic Illoved iot the truth, but liad pleasure in unrigliteous-

ur cstbnate of l3alammniî's chaî'actcr shail be conciudcd with thirc re-
'Si.
1.low littie will tino noblest gîf'ts of nature, tuie greatest power of
mS, and evon the advantagcs of Divine rcvelatioii avmiil lis, without a

.rougli hioncsty of pyurpose, and a porsevering regard te the obligations
noraiity and religion ? IVe sce that tino naost brillimant endownîcnts of

lcdge, cloquence, ond meal, and even nreat advanccs in picty, and
y labours and sacrifices in flic cause of truth, inay bc countcrmîeted
lneutralizcd by sonie weakness of' the soul, sonîe sinful indulgence, or
edeviation fronn time patin o? duty. And the miore einiinent tue indivi-
w1lo tinus betn'ays his trust, the mlore extensive ý%il.1 bocflic niischiief

~ioned by his influeîîce and exainple: "las iwlien a stmndand-bearer
b»or a Champion yields to the oennly. IlWicrefore lot huim Who

ssured that he standet.h take hced lest lio fail."
lWe learn, froin this examnple, the danger or~ trifling witli moral and
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