
The~ Potter'a Whel.

Il Sonie tiiere are who, tell
0f one who ti reatenis hie will toas to he'1
The hiuckiess pos l: marredl ini saking; pish-
He'e a good fcllow, aud 'twill ail bu well."

Given a, God of ai l-Love and ail- Power, and given man the plastie
dlay, and the logical resuit is universalism. He wishes ail men
to coine to the perfect* image of the Christ, and he is all-mighUy
to, effeet his purpose, for helpless man cannot frustrate lus will;
therefore ail men will reach the saine goal by and by. Shait we
call this the figure at its best ? If so, it yields a cheerful optim-
ism, but it is a superficial, and spurlous optirnism which. robs life
off ail moral ineaning, and cuts the strings of ail strenuous
endeavor.

But some ivili take the figure ne*thier at its best uuor at its
wor.st. They will look at the real facts of life, the vessels of
honor and of dishonor, the pots of beu itiful design and those of
ungainly maoke, the cups which have pcýured their true use in the
Master's banquetting table, and the eu ps whichi have been marred
or broken in the process of being sihaped; and as they reason
from the potter's work to the potter's final purpose, they ;annot
give way to utter despair xîor can thiey cherisli a unive1-sal jope.
In the presence of such confusing 'widence, skepticismn soinetimes
recommends itself as the safest verdict This was perhaps the
conclusion of the old Persian poet who is be'ng so eagerly seized
upon iu literary circles to-day as the true interpreter of the spirit
of our age. He leads us to the tavern ivhere the ruumau vessels,
are discussing the divine purpose and man's destîuy, and this is
what we hear:

.Said oiie among thein-." Surely nic in vain
M1y substance of the comnnî ea-th was ta'en
Aiid to this figure naoulded, to be broke,
Or tramrpled back to shapeless earth again."

Mien said a second-"« Ne'er a peevish boy
WVould break the bowl froîn whiclî lie drauk in joy
Aind bie that -sith his liaud tlic vessel madie
NVi1l suirely not in after wrath dcstroy.»

After a momnentary silencee spake
So:îîe vesel of a more ungaiuiy mnake
'ri''ey ancer ut nie for leaning ail awry
What! did the hand then of the potter ahake?"

%Vherea . ome one of the loquacious lot -
I think 4 sufi pipkin-waxing hot-
"ÂAU this of pot and ?otter- tell me then,
Who makes, who sel' F, who bîîys, who, is the pot?'


