
jrHE SPEtLING PROBLEM.

It will sureiv rejoice the teacher's he-art to think that she
caul gcive a fairly complote spellimr course consiisting of six
or seven thousand words. But Dr. Ricc prooses means to
stili further rednce hr .vorkz. île conjtinjues,ý -

"When the words have beeni solected. tho niext stop wili
lie iii a systernatie treatment of the difficulties. And here
agrain the course is opeui to simpifiication, b)y separatinge
the words that may be ioarnied collectivelv troin those
whichi must be inastered îiidividually.

"The words flhat cau bh- acqnired collectivoiy are thoso
to which raies of spelIing apply. Whilo iii some instances
the exceptions are so nmmrons -as to rob the raies of their
value, a few of them, iievertheiess, are very reliable, at least
for al] practicai parposes. And as theso femr raies goverui
thousands of wrords, it would ho inach iess burdeiisorne to
master theru thaii to * memoyime such words individaly.
Amonir these raies, two are partiecniarly coinprehensive,
and should he taught, year aller year. mitil applied auto-
maatically. They ÏDare: First, the raile rellèrringr to the
doubling of the consonant, as in ri-uuu;anî, second,
the raie concurningl the dropping of the final e, as iii bake-
bakincg. That so many children, cvenI ini the igihest
,grarmnar grade, shouid speil Io.se witlh two o's does not
necessarily throwv discredit on the teacher; but that a child
who has attended school four years or more, should write
'While runimg ho sl'iped.' or -She was bakeing cake,' is as
-tnpardonabie as if he were uuatble to add 21 and 2.And
yet, ont of1252 pupils ini the Iburth schooi year, w'hose papers
were examined wvith reflereuce to this point rauigwas
nIlisspelied by 94,.slippled b)y 1263, and ba/dn.g by 09."!i

Dr. 1Rice then presents a tabulated statemniît of errors to
show that "as many errors were made on words groverned
by miles, as on those to ivhich. they did not itppiy," and
continiues :-"The words that must bu studied iiidividaaily
are those i which ino dlue is griveii eitlier bv sound or raies.
The best to be do~with such wc)or<Is, until our speliingr is
reformed, is to brimg them to the notice of the chiid, and
trust to, chance for the resuits. Tho simple reform of
dropping the silent letter ini the last syllable of sacli words

asbgg r, driver, doclur, mnebn/e eawudeai
us to strike no less than 15 per cent of the words from the
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