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obtained its final triumiph over the Frenîch. The staiely trce of
to-day thus first sav the lighit in Cathaiic timies, under a sovereigni
and amiongy a people professingl obedience ta the Roman Ponltiff.
VVhen the pliant twigy grewv inta a viga raus yaung sapling, it
naturally fallowed the inclination given it by early influences, thc
least easily eraica.ble. of wny, and lhence is tic lirst periodi at leas.
of Eng-lishi literature sa distinctively Cathoiic ini tone.

The mist ancd abscurity wvli ch en\ elaps the wvorkq afi the carlier
writers fades fran-i our view~, as the shadcs of night ai-e clispelled
by the approach of daw'n, ini the glariaus vision whiclî illuminated
the literary firmament duringy the closin- years of thc fourteenth
century. Need -,,e mention that this \N-as Geoffrey Chaucer, '"the
ni rn in g-star of song," wvha nat only completely surpassed ail bis
predecessars, but. is evon ta-day aickinaovlèdged as one of the greal-
est masters of our language. The year 1900 w~ill mark the fiftu
centennial of bis death, yet ihi ail the intervening timie fewv
can dlaim ta rival, nane, wvith the exception of Shakespeare, ta
surpass himi. That bis undeniable mnert lias beenhIighlly estecmed
ini ail a-ges -and by thase bet capable afjudging, the unstinted
praise which later writers have delighted ta shawer uipon imii ýas-
sures us. '"[le linder of aur ïairlaiuo, 'tUe Englishi Haîiîer,",
are early appellations ; Spencer styles Iirin -' the well of En-
Iisli undefllcd," and Dryden, Il the fatiier af Enio.lish paetry-" The
latter- cesignatian is especially applicable. Chaucer faund a ]an-

guag Lomsistngof several discordant clemients. H-e left it a united
and powerful [ramie, its 11111 stature attained, thiough Iacking that
polish whiclî later wvriters imiparted. Ta ini zilone, lîoiever, is
due thie credit for the salid and permanent foundation aof the niag-
nificent fabric wve passess ta-day.

As regards the Cathalicitv af Chaucer, wve must admit that,
altliaugli lie (iied a fervent Catlîolic, durizi« life lie becne s)iightly
tainted wvith the doctrines of WVycliffe, wvhich wvere thien be<r,,ininicr
to innaculate tue public mi, but nat ta such ai degre-e as ta seri
ausly injure bis wvritings. His themecs, as wvas custoniary wvitlî Uic
age, werc clîiefly ramnantic, dealing- vith lave and chivalry. In hib
treatîîîent aof t hem, lio\we%-r, the authior's decep religiaus feeling
and liis stagattachmieît ta the Faith, despite hiis somnewhat hect-
earodox apinions, is clcarly revealed. The longer waorks afI' ls
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