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An asbcry mian calleid nt my place the other
day. "Have yenany nshes 2 lie aslid "les,"
was the reply. IlWeil, l'il tako bbem,' said ho.
I don't bhink yon will, said 1. 1,Why net 2"'

ho asked. IlBecause thoy are Worth far more to
mue tbian you are willing to givo fer thei," 1 to-
plied. Il ow mucli arc they Worth te yen 9" lie
onquircd. Il At leasit trent-fivé cents a, buehel,"'
I said. Il Vhat for ?" hoe askeèd. "lAs masure
te rny land," I answered. Tho ma sood ini mute
astonishment, looking very muei a thoughlie
considered me a luinatio, se I aslied hlm how mach
he would gîve mo for tho ashes, ana hoe replied,
"lrive cents a bushel." lie left me 'nibi bte air
of a person greatly wronged. Since tiuis conver-
sation, 1 have noticedl in xny drives about thé-
Country, several tennis laden wibli ashes ou theïr
way o e c country town, where there is a largo
ashery. The behaviour o! i-y vibiter, sa the
sight o! these loads cf aches woutd eem te indi-
caLe thati i l the usual thirig for fariners te seit
this valuablo fertilizer, însteadl of keerbiug lb
wherewith te alie out the aiways insufficieut

great Il Btayius powver," ana cen te put bnok-
bouo, as il; wotc, into au impovcrisbed soit.

1 iirEuuIra that soma years ago, a big xnound
of leached aliel in a certain Ontario towa mont
a-hegging. Tho propricter cf bbc ashery mas
mîlhing te give thon' away to, all corners, but
hnrdiy any of the neighibouring farinera thouglit
thoin )orbth hnnling. After au-hile, comae sharp
down-Easters carne along, and comtnenced
shipping iliat pue ocf aches aIl the way te Noew
Jersey, as u application te the miarket gai-dons
in tho vicinity of New York -ity. WVhen this got
vind, tho farinera in tho neighbourhood o! bue

ash-heap began te land eut theur mistake, and be-
fore very long lenched achies irere at a preminni,
and readily commîînded, ai fir8i bwenty.five cents,
and- subsequently fifty cents per loud.

I iitvy. ne doubi thero are siruilar moumide o!
leached ashes in varicus benighted parts of
Ontario thut mnay hc, bad for the lîauflng. Any
reader cf Tint Rviuix. CAxkDJAn mhime leighing
ever tbc scarcity cf manuire, ana mti tub-e Uh,
hint here given, miii ou-n that bis dollar subscrip.
tien to this journal for 1885 iras one of bte bett
investmenbs ho ever made ia tho wholo course of
bis life.

manuo cuply.Bi" w~hut chall we do for sûap. if peoplo wiii

My estirnate cf twenty-five cents a bushel as net celi wvoda ashes te te potash manufacturera ?
the value of Wood ashes for fertilizing purposes, dWelclI tb- corne tob at.e bfor atWhis ric
wus a rery 1cm ene. Prof. Kedrie, cîle of te dforcuany coendagrte Lefat Ifral h sbereo o
best agricaîbural authorities cn tbc continent o!r au edarCu> ua or~lsmr eso

?ueia sas elling aches ut once and for ever, iL moula hiiady
Amng tue's t omnsdneivtal raise the priceocf soup a cent par potina, fur thme

of speciai miures i place wae asmes. Thegietbkofbcepeluoasdcobr -i
amounit o! asti and ils relative composition vriy rernain lu tbc dark, and go on as nom cola; tbo
-%mibi the kind aud part of vegetable burued, but product ai one-beatb of its value. Dy the tinte a
ire iay safely take the ash of bbcetbody of a beech general revolution is wrougbb la this direction,
trec as representing the average comiposition cf corne substitute will probablv be foa for potasb
.tvocd ashes. Otie bushel of ashes represents or soap, for tbc Werld sti 'mores, and bc-fcro lb
about tire bons and a haîf cf dry body irood. cornes te an end there will bc maay more dis.
Wood ashes contanti ait bhe reqnired elerets uf
plant nutrition cxdept nitrogen. One bundred covexies an-1 inventions te meei bbc walits of
pouad Wood aches conbain sixteea poua of society.
peLas> Wortht eigbty cents, th-ce pouiuds and a
baif of soda Wthb twc cents, sixty-sevea pounds Tînt grournd is bure, and 1 sc on many farme
of lime and magnesia Worthi eiglit cents, andt five tbc cattie and sheep abroad in bhe fields picking
poundas and a quarter phospliorie acid Wvorthi up a ccanty dole on bte hare, brou-n pasturcs and
brenby-sx. cents. If me had to buy ini mark':b- inI ucadoirs. Poor policy ibis, especially in bhc
the cheapest forma lie manurial mattriais con-
tainied lu caie bundred pourids of asbes bheco q case o! sbeep, Who bite close aud ivili infallibly
'nouid Le $1.16. Cati you afford te bhrow away nip the crotrns of bbc grass and clorer planté,
such valuablo tuateriais, or soli ttîem for sixponco whverein are stored the garme of riait year's
a bushel to bte soap). hoiler? No argument le growtb. Pariners bhink thcey cave a littie fodder
neee; pere is the value and ihere is tbe seliing by this mens, but, if they do, it je mainly by
price. Draw your ou-n conclusions." ibeir cuttle and cheep got'bing off thitei appetite in

-4. buslîci o! commron lîardwood ashes weighis coneequece of obtaining a taste cf green herbage.
about, fi!y pouads; banco Prof. Nendrie values Morcovor, exposure te the cola bluets makes a'
titis fortilizar at morn than bîrico bte price I further draft, en the foidcr mou- te keep up the
xiamed lu My talk with Uhe "Il-pedaler. animal wai-miL vasted u-hilc wandering lu tbc

fields instcd o! being cornforiabty bousedl ln
sprnr, or leached ashee~, though, of course, in- stables and bai-n-yards. This is Wbat John Blun-

ferier ta unieachea, are still of gi-est maurt-l yan Wouid eaul being "lpenny Wise and Pound
-value, cspedîally under certain conditions cf soil fooiish," or as the Americans woutd say, "lsaving
exhanetion. Ia the course of a lecture tour at the spigot ana wasting nt the bang-boe."
aring the miater of 11878-9. 1 met wii)> a re-1

muaikiaLe instance o! btoir effimccy in restoriDg I rîxa, that may faraor lu bbe viciaity of
jnmpioverielhcd ]and. A fariner naated Peter- tomas und ciLie are celling off their timber for
Wm4ght, living rieut Drunxmondville, bia fifty fireu-ood, and other pmposes, aud bakîug te Cohl
acres o! rented land adjacent te, anothar fifty 1for fuel. In a financiai peint o! view, 1 bave ne
wbich ho ownad. E ight ycars previously, when doai it pays net a fêw te do tbis. Durne; tbc
bis teuancy began, titis land mas ia a beggared brie! epaceocf good aleighing ve Lad reccatly, .1
ataste. Mr-. Wright mas carrying on un abery, kaem of tbreo tons of ceai being hauied ton miles
ana spread tcacbod asmos over bbc moi-n-eiut place in a singlo tend, 'which mas ne Leavier tha xuany
%t the rate o! twelvu loads per acre. Ho pursue a Ioad o! green Wood, irhichit l taioen the soa
a thorcugli systeni of buabandry, and in 1878' distance. The coul cost $6.40 per ton ut tLe
Larvestea 58~5 hucheis o! w1beat, frein fourteent yard, aud il; was cnly a pleasani ay's cubing te

,rs This iras withmn a brille o! fcrty- tuo hu it with a beaux thut mas fres> and lively froin
bQ612els per acre. Tho leaobed ashea were not ]maving littie te do. A ton o! cealis aquivalent te
thie seoie nicana cf tii amendmont, but ibey were at toast tu-o cords cf wçeraga Lard Wood. Dry
tie chiof contributor te it. Leached aaloo have I u-ood bringa front $4.50 to $5 par cord ini the

town vihoro the ceal vas boulit. Puttiug that
and tbîut toglther, it vzas a Ilgood apeu ',to ci-
change the Wood for the con], especially in view
of th ic auutl trouble and great coxnfort eonnected
with a baso humner atuve.

Tui. days of open fire places and gleoful Wood
fires are, I fear, uuxnbered, though, a long as
this depoiient liveth, tbere xviIl bo nt Ieast ont? tb
Ilblaze away' " very Nvintcr. But itlre-ady black,
glooniy box btorcs bave %voit nigh supplanted the
checrfut fire on tho hearth, aud thc beEo-burnor,
withi its prutty littie mnira windowds througa whioh
the glow of red hot anthracit-3ea c seau, is a
great improvement. upon these. Rvatly, thougli,
must "lthe fireieidû " becomo a igure of speech
and a tliug of tie past? Are "back-log studies"
to boe pursued no more'? Azny co Who bas rend
aud entercd into the sp'irit of lh-o làarveI% book
On tiB isubjeCt, 'Will füet a 1)a111 Of regret at the
ant -open fire-place revolution that is going on.
But I question if il C.ý lie stayea.

I wAs talking with a fariner tlic uther day who
hma fifteen acres of gcod unculled bush. Pro.
bably ha coula make $,f0or $1.8(J cicar profit
by converting that timIter into flreocd. The
interest of the lesser suin -,a iuld für more than
pay bis cent bllI every year, and le would have
fifteon acres of )and added to bis farmn of one
hundred acres. Plauy, Ilthere's money in it,"
and yùt one Qbrinks frein the liaea of a ean
swccn being made of ait the forest, continuoins to
towns and cities, .,rh(re there is a ready market
for fire-wcoo nt bigli price. If tho rainfallis
affected by denuduntion of tbc land of its living
timbèr, then we ought te pause befoe sweeping
off all the bush, and by planting shrubberiea
and parka aroutid Our licusetz, setting out shade
trcee alun- bhe liizhiays. ant i ak*ng artîficial
furest8 of ail rough hilly plarts ux4it for culture,
du ail mn uur poer te couniteract theo vit ceuse-
quences o! a toc general removal of the native
'noode. This is a subject, of great importance,
and z4ould rccavo carofful c'-,nqiJeration, not only
at thu bauds cf our farmcrs; lbut aise ur legista-
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Though ia sorne favoured localities, and under
particular conditions, mixed farmng may net be
the mosi commtudabie, yet, under the present
circunictauces of the great rnsjority iu O)ntario,
iL muî,i e aîtplied for sone t.into corne. Farrn-
ers living near large towns cau profitably go inbo
the production of èpeciatties for consumption ;
but thosé wtith plenty of roorn, cash anid talents
for it may give their attention to breedin3g
stock, iil bobli. pleasure and profit; ail the
tsbrcng men do not -ap bue ùarvecst. so this dcss
wili bc iu tic minority fur gentrabious te corne.
Tho averago fuxme*r, 'nibl ne more than Ono hun-
dred acres of land, must h-cep te the old plan of
raisiîig a luite of overything, 'nibl slight dcvi-
atlons to meet eldge.cies of the tnmes aud cea-
sons. What bail been the Ieading commodity in
past ycars may bave te fali bechi tu tho second or
third place, and Gthers foraitriy of minor impor-
tance coino tD the Ironit. Ono0 thing is certain,
tbatn grain.raisiug. e-icePt for feed oui tJj<, farm,
vin bave te bo dimiuihced verv muc). in the near
future vlhen, by tho aid Af the Canada P)acîfic
itailiay, the prairie farînecrs o! ou- vast Northi-
West can rou- their irbeat labo Our mills P-L a
pricu that wii icep Onturin <'ut in tbe cola. By
time Scott Act movemetàt, bar!PYw ai bc in much
less demana, 80 lieetw graits, nliîch lmn
localîtics formcd tho wain staff on wMhch the
fariner leaned te meet hi" liabilitice, cannot lie
rnstod in fnure as the crops for tho marliet, axzd


