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Our Poung Folks.

STOP AND THINK.
My boy, when they ask you to drink,
Stop and think.
Just. think of the danger ahead;
Of the hearts that in sorrow have bled
O’er hopes that were drown’d-in the

bowl,
Filled with death for the body and soul.

When you hear a man asking for drink,
Stop and think.

The draught that he drinks will destroy

High hopes and ambitions, my boy.;

And the man who the leader might be

Is a slave that no man’s hand can free.

Oh thils terrible demon of drink:
Stop and think
Of the graves where the victims are
laid, *
Ot the ruin and woe it has made,
Of the wives and the mothers who pray
For the curse to be taken away.

Yes, when you are tempted to drink,
Stop and think
Of the danger that lurks in the bowl,
The death that it brings to the soul,
The harvest of sin and of woe, )
And spurn back the tempter with “No.”
—E. E. Rexford.

Written for THE CANADA PRRSBYTERIAN.

JOHN DAWSON.

CHAPTER XIL
PREPARING FOR HOME.

“We must prepare to return to Mid-
Jdleton before the end of August,” sald
Mr. Sinclalr one morning at the break-
fast table.

“I ghall be glad to get home again,”
said Miss Polly; ‘“one soon gets tired of
pleasure.” .

“I feel much indebted for your kind-
nees to me, and if it would not be too un-
grateful, I sbould say I shall ba glad
to be at home on the 31st inst. ason
that day my brother John comes of
age,” sald Miss Katie.

“Don’t consider yourself under any ob-
ligation to us,” remarked Mr. Sinclair.
“I am sure you place us unlder an obli-
gation, for you have alded much to our
enjoyment, and we look upon you as al-
most one of ourselves.”

«John coming of aze? How quickly
time flies! It Joes mot look long since
he left school, but its about five years
He’s a nice, good-hearted fellow,

ago.
1 feel a

one cannot help liking him.
little sorry he’s so near manhood, or, I
should say, his majority. I suppose he’ll
begin to take life seriousiy, and we shall
not be able to joke with him any more ;
it’s a terrible thing to be a man,” was
Miss Sinelair’s Jdeliverance on the matter.

“John has looked at life seriously for
a long time past. 1 don’t know what-
ever I should have done without him; he
has been of untold service to me in my
business. Diligence and fidelity have
characterized his whole career; he Is an
honour and a credit to bis parents.
Would I had such a son,” remarked Mr.
Sinclair.

But did he deserve such a son? What
had he done In the way of training the
son he had to produce a second John

As well expect to raise wheat

Dawson.
god-fear-

from tares as expect a pious,
ing son where religious education has
been totally neglected. “Whatsoever a
man sows that shall he also reap.” Mr.
Sinelair + had, by his example, SsOwWR
moral tares in the heart of his son in’
the neglect of public and domestic relig-
ion, and the harvest was what we have
ween, his som a meral wreck.

«you don’t know but what you may
have him for a som, yet, papa,’” chimed
in Miss Polly. “Annle says she cannot
help liking him; ghe’ll be going beyond
liking him, if we don’t mind.”

“pon’t talk so foollshly, Polly,” sald
Mrs. Sinclair ; “you're too fond of jesting.
It would do for you to look at life a
little more seriously, for remember
1t will be your turn next to . come of
age. You are only about three months
younger than Joln Dawson.”

“So you wani. me to fall in love with
John, do you, instead of my elder sis-
ter ? was Polly's Jocular response. “Love
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ot fio love, I intend buying him a hand-
some present for his birthday; I think
he’s well worthy of that, if for no other
reason than that he has worked so hard
and well as to let us have a quiet six
weeks at Murray Bay without papa be-
ing bothered with business.”

“We must be home a full week before
the 31st, and then we can arrange to
have a little party to celebrate the
event. We only come of age once in a
lifetime, and I think its just as well
not to let it go by altogether without
notice,” sald Mrs. Sinclair.

“J will second you in that, my dear,”
remarked Mr. Sineclair, “it will be quite
in accordance with my feelings and my
wishes.”

“Then I presume I may count on a
party when I come of age in November ;
bat the worst feature ot such a party
would be, that everyone would know
how old I am,
able,” said Polly.

“You think, then, that the genera)
pubiic interest themselves in your anti-
quity, do you, Polly ?” remarked Anm-
nie. Breakfast over,. they all prepared
themselves for going ‘“shopping,” an oc-
cupation in which ladies take special de-
light.

“I think I shall buy John a volume
of sermons, or some dry lectures on Ji-
vinity ; he seems fond of that sort of
reading,” said Polly.

“You must just buy whatever you
think most suitable, but I fear John
won’'t eare much about it, if usefulness
is not one of its chief characteristics,”
suggested Mr. Sinelair.

“Utility first, elegance mext, Is Mr.
John Dawson’s motto.” ‘A thing of
beauty is a joy torever,” even though it
has no practical use,” said Polly; ‘“but I
suppose I’'m not sufficiently sober-minded
to be a judgze on such matters.”

Some few articles for presents were
bought, and the party returned for
lunch. The route home was to be, boat
to Quebec, rall to Montreal, then a
“comsultation” as to tbe next mode of
procedure. When the plans were thus far
laid, everybody was anxious to begin the
journey, and Katle was strongly desirous
of seeing her parents, sister and brother.

CHAPTER XIII.
FAITHFUL SERVICE REWARDED,

The travellers Jduly arrived at home.
The arrangements for the ‘“coming of
age,’ party were made, and a few select
friends invited.

Mr. John Dawson received the warm-
est congratulations of all those assem-
bled, and expressions of hope for his fu-
ture prosperity were meted out to him
in no stinted meuasure. He was the
“lion’” of the eveningz, and he bore the
honours with gracious ease. This ex-
pression of good will on the part of his
employer aund his family was not expect-
ed, though deserved. John felt himself
fully rewarded for his services in having
peen initiated into the principles of bus-
iness. Speclal merit he did not clalim,
as he considered it was only common hon-
esty for everyone to do their duty, and
that in the best possible way, and his
feelings were more than gratified that
his employer should acknowledge his
five years’ apprenticeship in the way he
had, by making his house a house of
feasting, and thus one of joy.

The evening was being spent very
pleasantly, when a request from the
host summoned the guests to the dining
room, where seats had been provided for
each one of them. When all was in or-
Jer, Mr. Sinclair rose and made a briet
address to his friends, which was as fol-
iOwWS8 :

“My friends, we are assembled to-
night, not to pay an empty compliment,
but to honour and show our apprecia-
tion of well-doing and faithful service.
Mr. John Dawson has been in my office
for a .period of five years; during the

whole time I have had the opportunity .

of watching him narrowly, and with his
conduct, both when he knew I was ob-
serving, and he did not know it, I must

and that’s not desir-

express my heartiest approval. He is ati
hotour to his parents and a credit to
all with whom he is connected. I have
felt that my interests were quite as safe
in his hands as in my own. I hopeand
pray that he may long be spared, and
have a full share of health and strength
and every blessing this life can afford.
[ have had a document prepared by my
lawyer, which sets forth that John Daw-
son becomes my partner, the detalils of
which I need not tell. It is .for Mr.
John to peruse at leisure. I can only
hope that nothing may arise to prevent
him accepting the position, and that the
good, kindly and friendly feeling that
pow exists may never be severed.” As
Mr. Sinclair resumed bis seat, he handed
the “partnership deed” to John, who in
accepting 1t sald, he was 8o moved by
the eircumstance that he could not ex-
press himsell without difficulty, but the
feelings of his Innermost heart were those
of grateful thanks. The reward was
greater than his deserts, but he would
seek to serve the Interests of the businese
as falthfully in the future as he had
tried to do in the past. -

The sentiments of both the partners
were recelved with much warmth by
those who heard them uttered, and all
sald such results must be gratifying to
‘all concerned.

Mrs. Sinclair then presented John
with a beautiful gold watch suitably
inscribed, and Annle and Polly also gave
their gifts, the latter being a copy of
«Robertson’s Sermons,” as she thought
John was fond of ‘“theology.”

Mr. and Mrs. Dawson and Katle were
all shedding tears of joy. This was the
proudest, if not the happliest. Jday In
their lives.

Testimonials and presentations were
sent from the church and Sabbath school
expressing the esteem in which he was
held, and praying for his spiritual and
temporal welfare.

John having met with such unlooked-
for prosperity, showed his gratitude to
God by sending round to all his aged
and poor friends an extra donation to
increase thelr comfort. ,“Blessed is he
that comnsidereth the poor,” and the

blessings of the poor were showered up-
]

on him. .

When the party at Mr. Sinclair’s broke
up, the friends were asked to join in
prayer, so that the events of the even-
ing might have the divine blessing at-
tached to them, This was the first
“prayer-meeting” ever held in Mr. Sin-
clair’s house, but he hal resolved to
“yrise and go to his Father,” and that
Father whom he had so long forgotten
extended Hls loving arms, brought him
into the household of faith, and made
bhim an “heir to an inheritance that Is
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fad-
eth not away.”

Thus, while the Sinclairs had given
temporal good to the Dawsons, the Daw-
sons were the instruments in God’s hands
of bestowing upoun the Sinclairs the

“true riches.”
(To be continued.)

A NOBLE REVENGE.

gir Isaac Newton, the great phlloso-
pher and mathematician, when a boy ‘at
sehool, was often ill-used by a boy who
was immediately above him in the class,
and one day he was cruel enough to kick
Isaac very severely in the stomach. The
sufferer resolved to have his revenge,
put in such a manner as Was natural to
his reasoning mind even at that early
age. He determined to excel his oppres-
sor in thelr studles and lessons ; and set-
ting himself to the task with zeal and dil-
igence, he never taltered in his course un-
ti1 he had found his way to the top of
the class, This is an example worthy
the imitation of any boy.—The Boyhood
of Great Men. . )

Are you troubled with dizziness, flatulency,
flushings, fulness, general distress ! Take K.
D. C.—the King of Dyspepsia Cures. It is
guaranteed to cure you or money refunded.
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James was-specially connected with
the church at Jerusalem, Acts xiii, 17;
xv. 138. It Is doubtful whether he is to
he identified with James, son of Alpheus,
who was one of the aposties, He was
designated the brother of our Lord, and
has been called the Just. This epistle was
probably written from Jerusalem about
61 A.D. 'The epistle enforces the right-
ful conduct of the Christlan ia daily life.
Especially are believers exhorted to pati-
ence that they may endure outward tri-
als and overcome those that are Inward.

© 1, The gitt of true lite from God
through the Word.—In reference to what
haw just been sald before, the apostle cau-
tions his readers against falling into
such error as to think that In any way
their sins are due to God tempting them,
On the contrary, all that comes from
Him is good, aud all comes from Him,
which is in its nature good, tending to
righteousness and piety, a8 opposed to
sin ; relating to the perfection of life, as
opposed to death, the perfection, or fin-
ished product of sin (v, 15). This is in
accord with His character, in whom is
no darkness (1 John i, 5), who i8 the
source of all moral light and purity in
the universe. He is, moreover, unchang-
eable, the fountain of lite, having not ev-
en the least variableness, In opposition
to death, the child of sin, God’s free, lov-
ing inclination toward us showed itself
in the life to which He has begotten us
through the word, John i, 18; iil, 3-5;
1 Pet, i. 28. .The word of truth is the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, Through the
trustful acceptance of it the Spirit works
new life within, This new life consti-
tutes believers in a manner as first fruits
among God" creatures, a pledge that all
belong to God, a peculiar treasure more
holy than, yet also sanctilying, the rest,

2, The right reception of the word.—
The apostle counsels an attitude of ear-
nest, eager readiness to take in the word,
and the avoidance of everything that
would interfere with the profitable hear-
ing of it. Let every man be swift
to hear by cultivating a habit of atten-
tion .and search, springing from a recog-
nition of the importance and préciousness
Let there bhe slownuss to
speak, lest hastily anything be said
against God (v. 13), or improperly con-
cerning Him (ch, iii, 1-13). Too great
readiness to speak is apt to produce im-
patience with the painstaking, diligent
hearing necessary to that true knowledge
which would make th®t speech of value,
Wrathtul impatience 18 also to be guard- -
ed against. This also 18 opposed to that
calm, single-minded attitude of pure de-
votion to truth, needful if in the hearing
of the word we would be led to the truth
of At. Wrathful contentlons regarding
the word hinder the performance of those
duties which are divinely enjoined and
pleasing to God. Also I8 the recelving
of the word pure and cleansing in its
nature, opposed to all impurity., Like a
soiled garment, is to be laid aside all in
thought or word that defliles the soul,
and all badness or vice which, having fill-
ed the heart, overflows into the outwarad
conduct. As these must be rooted out
to provide a proper soll for the word,
so, on the other hand, will these most -
effectually be rooted out, when in a doev
ile, unwrathful spirit, the word is allow-
ed to become implanted in the heart.
Taking root and expanding, it will expel
what is opposed to 1t, and in continuous
renewal prove efficacious in saving the
soul,

8. The issue of the word rightly re-
ceived,—The word is rightly recelved
when it is made the rule of obedience,
Matt, vil. 24-29." It is mere self-decep-
tion to think that the hearing alone has
some virtue in it, The word comes, In-
deed, to give liberty, but that liberty is
fully reallzed only when the inward na-
ture is thoroughly conformed to it., It
is a law, a perfect law, claiming author-
ity over the life, When the requirements
of this law become the spontaneous ser-
vice of the heart, then the believer conles
into the glorious liberty of the sons of
God, and finds it a law of liberty, It
is like & mirror, presenting to man an aec-
curate portrait of his own soul, The
mere hearer carelessly glances into it,
and turning immediately atter to other
subjects, what it revealed passes out of
his mind. But he that worketh, doing
what it enjoins, narrowly looks into it,
and continues so to do. His very action
brings a blessing with it, Examplen
follow of the hearer and of the doer., 'A
ma,fn x{m.y bgsyhhlms?ll about the exercis-
es of religion, but his profession will be sho
false if he does ndt restrain his uttermees,m:smtﬁ
bridle restrains the horse. Refusing to see himself
as he is, he is self-deceived. The religion which in
God’s sight is sincere, and removed from defilement,
shows itself in kindly offices to the afflicted, and in
anxil?ius care to guard the life from the taint of the '
worid,




