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Our contrtbuitors.
ABOUT STANDING UP FOR OUR RIGIITS.

liV KNOXONIAN.

Onea ai the inalienable riglits ai a l:itish subjeitt
is ta do as lie pleases, and if lic does not dIo as lie
pleases hie should bc campelled ta." This is part ai
te peraratian with which an lrisliman is said ta have

clased a suech on the rights ai the l3ritisli subject.
That lrisbmn would have macle a good Catiadian.
He cauld bave falli o li ne with the test af us, and
induiged in tîtat peculiar operation calîcîl detending
our riglîts. Canadians are a goad dca! given ta that
sort ai thiag A large mnmber ai thern arc everlast-
ingly deiendiag whlat they caîl thecir riglits ligainse
the allcgcd assauits ai Ésmebady. If you examine
closcly inany ai the questions that cause trouble ia
Church and State, it will be taund that a large pro-
portion ai îliern, %vlien siited ta the battant, arec-b
stanîially the contention ofisonmcbody for what hc calîs
bis righls.

Bat somebady nîiay say, "Oh, wvell, tbis jeaiousy
about aur rights aad this àcadiness ta defead tbern us
a good sigbî. lit shows we bave British blood in aur
veins. hI slwws we are a spirited people and, like
our foretathers, neyer allow~ aay anc ta tramiple on
us. It j.s a tribute ta aur national character.'

Ah, indeed !That is a fine rhctorîca! flourish, but,
like a good many other rhetorical flourishes, it does
nat bear exanlinatian. Agaînst wbonx art ive g:ene.
rally iouad dctcnding aur rights ? Against aur own
neighîbours. We are rarely cailed upon to detend our
rights, IYersonal, national or ecclesiastical, agaiast any
anc 1 de ai Canada. If our rigbts are assailcd
cvery. wc shout, aut own neighbaurs arc the as-
sailants. Fcor evcry Canadian deiendung bis rîgbts
there mnust be ai least anc Canadian assailant. There
may be balhia dozen lcagued against the anc. If ibis
everlastiiig clameur al-aut rigbts really means any-
tbiag, la inany cases it mens ihat a large aum-
ber ai Canadians by force, or fraud in sanie other
way, arc trying ta deprive their fellow-countrymcn ai
their rigbîs. For every brave defender ai bis rigbts
there is au least anc assailant. For every man rcady
ta die on bis doorstcp, sa ta speak, in deicace af bas
rlghts, there is aI least anecCitizen afI" prcdatary in-.
stincts " as Sir Richard wvould say. WVhere does the
compliment ta Canadian character came un? Ib
wvould bc a lu bighcr compliment ta aur young na-
tion ta -assume that a large auniber ai people wba
clamour abaut their rights un Church and State are
talking nonsense than ta assume tbat îbey have any
real grievance. If they have a real grievance-if
thueir rights arc reaily la danger-there must bc an
immense aumberaof people la ibis young country who
desire ta assail the rigbts ai tbeir neighbours.

From Sir john Macdonalddawn tathelast-appointed
pound-keepcr cvcry official in the Daminion is ready
ta defend whau he calîs bis rights. Frani the Fede-
raI Governincnt dion ta the last conmmittce iarmed for
any purpose on the banks ai the Saskatchewan, cvcry
carporate body is sensitive about its rights. Socicîles
ai all kinds arc ready ta go on their muscle about
their rights. Conventions ne.iriy alw.uys spend a
cansiderable part of their limie la definung and de.
iending their righis.

%Vhen the world is sa sensitive about uts rigbts the
Church is sure toe sensitive ia the samne way. Hence
we bave in ihe Presbyterian Church never-ending dus-
cussions about the rights ai General Assemblies, the
righus ai Synods, the righîs ai Presbyueries, thc rights
ai Sessions, the rights ai managing boards, the rights
ai coutmittees, the rights ai Cliurch niemibers, the
righîs ofiadhcrents, la short the rights ai everybody.
The ather relig7iaus bodies arc cxerciscd on similar
questions. Is this jgood siga? If the Churches
wvere as busy as *hcy sbould be ia the great waork of
saving souls, %vould thcy find lime ta discuss sucb
questions? Mica usually discuss the rnachîncry ai a
locomotive when ib is cold and standing stilI. W hcn
it tbunders past at the rate ai sixty miles an bour
they have no chance ta wranglc about tie nuis or
bolîs, or the symmetry*oi the smake.stack.

If the Churcb and the corporate bodies ai the
warld conîcnd sa mucb about thtir rigbîs, can we
wnnder that inizdavduals are becaming unduly. sensi-
tive about individual rights? Somnebody describes the
prescritage as anc afI i" * erce individualism.' Fierce
iadividualism is good. That is ta say, tîte phrase is

good. The tlîing itself is bnd. It strikcs at thc root
of constituted nuthority. lit saps the very foundations
of law and larder. If carricd out ta its logical rcsults,
t nmust Iead to the disintegration ai socicty and thc

destructinn of the Churchi. Perhaps the individual-
isni 'vnuld tnot be so fierce if Churci courts conter.ded
iess for what they call their riglhts, and gave more
ai their tirie and attention to thc real %vork of ilhcir
'Mnster If a mnat secs a Churchi court contcnding
long ti flercely for some smali point uttcriy inisible
ta the unclerkcal, eye, cati %e wondcr if lie çontcnds
fiercely for soinc allegcd personal righit whicli, per-
haps, nobody secs but himiself ?

l'le fart is, a fierce contention for aIl aur rights
wvould miakec lite intalerablc. A passenger who feels
too wvarîn has a righit ta put up the car %vindotw. Ifis
neighibouir who icels a draughit bas a righit to put st
dawvn. The winidotw cannat be up and down nt thc
sanie lime. The Britislieronstitution mankes no pro-
vision for such a case, There is nothing in the
Magna Charta about car windowvs. An appcal rziust
bceiz rac ta the second table ai the Decalogue, or the
twclfth chapter of the Epistle ta the Romans.

Once upon a timc vie sav, or rather heard, %vhat
came v'ery tieat being a collision betwcen two mn
who insistcd on cexercising their rights as British sub-
jccts in a sleeping car. The occupant af onc ai the
berths sr.ared loudly. His was a niarvellous smore.
He could rua up the scaleand caine down again wvith-
out the slighitcst difficulty. Wc aevcr heard an
octave like bis. Sometinmes lie weat up and down thc
scale in a gracetul sort af way, and then ail] at once
lie wvould skip from tbc lowcest ta the highiest notes.
W~lien lie had pertornicd for lial an bour or so tbe
occupant ai an adjoining berth put in a protest that
wvas flot particularly rnild in its form. Nowv here %vis
a case in which both liad about equal nigbts as Cana-
dians. Certainly the ane bas a right ta slccp. Pro-
bably the other had a riglht ta snarc. There is noth.
ing in the Confederation Act about snoring, but
Canada is a frec country, and if a man cannaI use a
flrst-class snoring apparatus in a sleeping berth
tbat lic lias paid for, aur farefatl.ers fought for liberty
in vain.

Would it not be an improvement if we aIl said less
about aur righits, and gave more attention ta aur
duties ? It is at times one's duty ta contend for lus
rights, mare especially wvhcn !hese riglits are a trust;
but strife about supposed rights oftca sprîngs from
jcalousy, tram abnormal sensitivcness, iroîn selfish-
ness, tram vanity, frron mere niulishness. iti
ofen nobler ta yicld wben no principle is at stake than
ta figlit. A strong man can yicld ta a weakling on
sinall mnallers,' and niake hiniself strangerby yiclding.
The golden rule is a better guide than Eternal vigi.
lance is the price ai liberty.

THE MECLA OF ONKAR.

liv TIUE REV. JOSEPH1 DUILDER, Bl.A., M1lOW,
CENTRAL. INDIA.

A mnela I What is il? The wvord signifies a large
assemblage ai people for religiaus and business pur.
poses, or what may bc called a Ilreligiaus fair?" Hin.
dus, like Canadians, take a great interest in their
fairs, but. unlîke theni, they sec no incangruity in
uniting religious WOrshlip wîîh business, and in corn-
bining bath with pleasure. This is s0 successfully
donc in these "lailas " iliat it is very difficult for an
observer ta determine wbether religion, business or
pleasure is the predomîniting clement. Pcrhaps the
Hindu i5 rigbt. Wc %vill flot discuss the question.
Should, howei cr, the great crowds, bent on profit and
pleasure, who flock ta the Toronto and other exhibi-
lions, enter, --vith equal eagerness, anc ai the large
churches, or a speciai pavilion for the purpase, and
sincercly worship God, you would have represented
the essenîtal clemeats ai a Ilniela." StîlI an Eastern
mnela, such as tbe ane beld rccatly at Ont-ar, bas sa
many peculiar features, on accouait ai the differences
in religion, social customis, etc., that a description may
nat bc without some intcrcst.

The work ai preparation aver, wc start off the bu!.
lock carts %vith camp equipage, and a stock ai tracts,
Bibles and Bible portions in thre or four languages.
WVc ]cave the next day by rail, and arrive aI Mortakka,
and froin there drive ta Onkar. The lents arc late
in nrriving, se vvc do not get theni pitcbed, and ready
for thc nighit until about tea o'clock. Our camp is
p1easanîtly situatcd inik garden, under tbc slhade ai

large trees, as a prutection tcom the midday suri, and
is immediately adjoining the great throng ai peaple.
Evcrytbing is strange, f-ven ta the pcculiarity af tbe
smoke. Mankeys, big anti littie, play in the garden
witliout fear ai receiving injury, althoughi thcy arc ac-
knoivledged ta be pests. A kind ai warship is given ta
thei as the represcatatives af the great nionkey god,
Illantimian,' wlîose images arc fauad aI over Indilt.

This nioahey leader, accordîng ta the Ramayan, per-
fornied sanie wvonderfui feats. One will bc sufficient
ta relate. He ts saîd ta have plucked up oneC oi the
Himalaya peaks, anI carricd it,

with the lite it bore.
Snakes, clephants andl golden aie,

ta Ceyloa, in order that the herbs grawing on it migbt
be used ta hecal the waunded mnonkeys ai lis armiy
wbali were figbting for Rami against Ravan. Mare
wvonderful stories than this mliglit be tald about the
gods whoim the people delight ta honaur and wo'rship,
but îwc have a great dcal ta find out about Onkar.

Firsî, Whlat is the mecaning ai the word ? It is dc-
rived ironi thie sac-cd syllable, IlOnm,» and IlKar," an
cndiiîg used for farming nouns af ageacy. The idea,
thea, is anc ivho uses or repeats the sacred syllable.
One explanatian, thea, of" QI n"1 or l'Aum II is that it
originally typified the thiree Vedas, Rig, Vaiur, Sain,
but that aiîerward it wvas uscd as the nîystic syllable
ta represent the H indu Triad, Brabma, Vishnu and
Shiv. A diffcrent explanation, howvevcr, il givea in
the tipanishda or anrient philosaphical %vritings. Il
is intcrpreted as Ilthat wvhich has been, îluat %vhich is,
and that whichi is ta bc. Ail is Om, and whatcver is
bevond trinial time is Om and only Om." This view
accords with the ]3hagavad Gita, tht'Hindu Book ai
job. It is, then, a synonymn for Brahni, the character-
less primaI acean ai being, out, af which aIl bas erna-
îiated, and int whicb ail will inally return. Il oc-
curs at the beginning and end ai prayers and sacred
ceremonies, and the repetition ai il inaudibly, and
meditation upon it, are suffucient ta ensure an
entrance iîuto the heaven ai ladia, and even absorp-
tian mie the fantal essence ai being-Brabm.
Onkar, then, means ane wlio is seeking absorption
into Bralhm by means ai the repetitian and medita-
tion ai Oni ; tbat is, the great ascetic-the grea: Yogi,
and %vas doubtless anc ai Shiv's names, who is tbe
great representative ai savage austcrity and -
stract mieditatian. He is said ta dwvell on an invisible
mounitain in the Himialayas callced Kailasa, and is rcp-
resented with stiakes enîwvincd in his matted hait, a
necklace ai human skulls about his neck, his body
smcared with ashes, and as engaging in meditation
and invocations in %wbich the mystic syllable IlOm"
is s0 important. In luis hanaur, then, this epithet was
aclopted as the naine ai the place which was iormerly
called à%andhaîa., and is naw anc ai lte twcelve places
in 1India specially cansecrated ta bis worship.

Regarding bis warship, ail account ai the variety
ai cbaracters in wbichi he is rcprcsentcd, lu s very dii.
ficult ta obtain any accurate account. He is coim-
mionly spokea ai in connectioQ with the H indu Triad
ais the great destroyer, and, as a consequence, is
dreadcd, although tbis féature is mare conncîed
wiîh bis consort, Parvaîl, under the naines Durga, Kali,
etc. He is chiefiy wvarshipped as the creative pria.
ciple by means ofthbe pliallic symnbol, as the austere
devac wbo lias acquircd, divine poiwers by bis aus-
terities, and as the great ascctic who, living a ie ai
nîendicancy, shows the wvay la re-identificatioa with
Brahm. His followers, who arc generally ascetics,
if qucstioned, ivili tel! you tbat they are Brahin, flot
parts ai Brahm, for Brahmi bas no parts. He is one,
anc %vithout a second. If furtber inquiry is niade
hou' it is %wc think ourselves separate individuals, thcy
wvill answer: " This is the work ai «'maya,' delusion,
ignorance." Their aim, ihea, is ta avercame by aus-
Icrities this delusion, ta realize tlîcir unity wvith Brahlm.
In other words, as they now -are men tbrough Ilaa,
îhcy sîrive, aiter the example ai Shiv, ta become
gods as a means ta final idcntity iih Brabm, who is
not a persan, but the indeterminate infinite occaru af
being, Ilthe anc and the nai onec" ai the aId Grcek
.philosopher, Parmenides. Here we bave a doctrine
ai wvorks ia cantrast ta a doctrine ai divine grace
carricd ta the extremne. This differs froin the
worship ai Vishnu, which is that he becomes
incarnate whcnevcr the spiritual necessities ai
mca became sodire as ta cal! for it. As a canse-
quence, the principle ai bis worsbip is faith, devation,
for the purposç ai attaioing is. hclp; flot, hotwever,


