februany Oth, 1884,)

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

89

it is well and dutifu) to exposo the perversions and
mistakes of the Church., ‘There is no need to ignore
the fact that this Is an ageofdoubt, Thobest solvent
for sincero religious doubt i the teaching of the truth,
the love, the life, the death and the rising agaln of
Jesus, aud amid all discouragements let us rest as-
sured that to Him shall the gathering of the natlons
be. To inspire the minds of those preparing for the
work of preaching the Gospel with this grand hope is
a worthier task than detailing the negations of an
attenuated Broad Churchism. ‘The new pastor of St,
Paul's has a far higher and more blessed wotk to ac.
complish than that,

EMOTIONAL INSANITY VERSUS FUSTICE,

TWO trials eliciting a great degree of popular iater.

est bave rccently been concluded in Unlted
States Counts, one at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the
other at Batavis, New York, In both cases the cul-
prit,was tried {or the crimo of murder.  The factle pistol
was the fatal Instrument by which the lawless deeds
were done. The prompusg causy at Putsburgh and
Batavia was a scandalous violation of female honour.
‘The case first disposed of was that of a young man,
James Nutt, whose fathez had been shot by a shame.
fess villain named Dakes, who with the brazen audac-
ity of the reckless libertine, had wronged the sister of
the young man just acquitted, and then wrote to her
father & series of insulting letters, The girl's father
went demandingsatisfaction and was shot down. The
guilty assassin wae trled but according to the devious
ways of thn law where judges are elecied and jurles

can be bribed he was allowed to escapsthe penalty of.

his crime. The son of the murdered father and the
brother of the wronged slster, snatched his cpportunity
and shot the betrayer and murderer. In due time
James Nutt was tried and aquitted by the jury. The
popular emotion displayed appears to have been extra-
ordinary. Everywhere the trial and all the clrcume
stances in the serles of crimes were the theme of ex-
cited conversation. The dictates of reason were for-
gotten. The great principles of justice and social
order vrere submerged beneath the waves of sentimen.
tal excitement, Clergymén were so far carrled away
by the ebullition of popular {eeling, that, forgetting the
sicredness of their office and the calm unbending
majesty of justice they talked, oh so elcquently, of
“overleaping the formal restraints of law ” in order that
sentiment might flow on at its sweet but demoralizing
will,

Another travesty of justice no less glaring has been
displayed by the Rowell trial at Batavia. Rowell's
wife was unfaithful, By the instigaticn of Rowell's
former partner, who had, as he supposed, a gtievance
to avenge, and who played the part of a modified Iago,
workingion the feelings of the injured husband., A plot
was lald for the capture and exposure of a libertine
lawyer, the destroyer of Rowell's domesticpeace, The
plot went farther than was intended, It ended in the
capture and death of the betrayer by the ever-ready
revolver. The triol ended i~ the aquittal of the mur-
derer on the most prevaling of all pless, “emotional
insanity ” amid the wild jubiation of the susceptible
multttude,

Iz is perfectly true that thess victims of vengence
richly deserved to die. It may be equally true that
those who fired the death-dealing shots had strong
provocation, and that in their case capital punishment
would have been unnecessarily severe, but their liber-
ation on the tnsanity plea amid the plaudits of the
populaceis a disgrace to the administration of justice
in this century. .

These events point out strongly the wisdom and the
justice of bringing the sedacer under the operation of
criminal law, and of suppressing the barbarous custom
of carrying revolvers. In clinging to this foolish
kabit the average American Is but a single remove in
advanca of his dusky predecessor who never roamed
abroad without his tomabawk,

A pro re nafa meeting of the Presbytery of Owen
Sound was held on Feb. 1st. It was agreed 1. That
the Rov. J. B, Fraser be inducted into the nastoral
charge of Lake Shore and Leith, on the 14th of Fab.
ruaryat two pm. 2. A call from Chatsworth congre.
getion-to the Rev. John McAlpine was sustained,
The call was signed by 185 communicants and 125
adherents, Sulary promised is. $800 and 2 manse.
Mr. McAlpinz accepted the call and -the inductien
w29 appoint*2 to take place on'the 20th of February at
Iwo DA,

$Booxs anr Niacazixes.

HARPER'S YOUNG FRoPLE, (New York: Harper
& Brothers.)~This beautiful weekly fully keeps up its
well-deserved reputacion for superior excellence in con-
tents, both literary and pictorial,

St. Nicuoras. (New York: The Century Co.)—
The readers of St. Néckolas will ba delighted with the
February issue of this favourite magazine for young
people. It s speclally good, being the midwinter
number., It has an appropriate frontispicce, *A
Midwinter Night.” The urticles, storles, poems, and
pictures are very attractlve,

TepricAL HISTORY OF ENGLAND, By James L.
Hughes. (Toronto and Winnlpeg: W. J. Gage &
Co.)—-Thls Is a clear and condensed view of the lead
lng facts of Foglisb History systematically arranged
for the uso of pupils preparing for the varlous exami
aatlons.  For tbig purpose {t is thoroughly adapted.
It forms one of Gage’s Fducstiona) Primer Serles

Tug HAverere MaZADINE (New Yok, Fuak
¢ Wagnalls ; Toronto : Willlam Biiggs.) - The Febru.
ary number contains the usual supply of rich and
varied material for the pulpit and the class-room.
Among the Lontributors this month are such auracive
names as Blshop Matthew Simpson, Canon Duck.
worth, Rev. R. S, Storrs, D.D., Rev. Chas. F, Deems,
LL.D,, Rev. John Potts, D.D., Rev. Joseph T. Duryea,
D.D., Dio Lewis, M.D,, etc.

FALSE SYNTAX. (Toronto and Winnipeg: W. J.
Gage & Co.)—~Another of Gage’s Examination Primer
Series. The first part gives examples of errors in the
use of the various [pasts of speech. The remajning
portion of the works contalns many Instances of syn-
tactical eirors the correction of which would be a
valuable and instructive exercise. The examples given
have the merit or rather demerit of beiog actual in-
accuracles by doria fide pupils. The youthful student
of the English language will find this a useful Jitlle
book.

ELXCTRA: A Belles Lettres Monthly for Young
People. Edhted by Aanie E, Wilson and Isaballa M.
Leyburn. (Louisville, Ky. : Isabella M. Leyburp.)—
True to its motto, “ excelslor,” Electra keeps steadily
ascending. The engraving, always a special feature
of this journal, in the current number is a beautiful
symbolical representation of the fall of Huogary.
Among the many good things in prose and poetry we
note ¢ Saunterings about Monticello,® by William T,
Price; * Womaa and the Bible,” by Rev, George L.,
Leyburn; and “My Rights,” a poem, by Susan
Coolidge. Theserial storles are coutinued, and the
Editorial Department is this time particularly full and
interesting.

THE CANADA EDUCATIONAL MONTHLY. (To-
ronto: C, Blackett Robinson)—A thoughtful and
sensible paper by S. T. Skidmore opens the January
number of this standard educational serial. (t is fol-
lewed by the first Instalment of an iateresting and
well-written paper on “ The Life and Work of Dar-
win,” by George Acheson, M. A. The question of
“ Corporal Punishment in Schools,” though discussed
from an English stand-point, deservesto be read care-
fully. T. W. gives the first of a serles of papers under
the title of  Letters from a Canadian Student Abroad.”
The present contribution is racy and readable, The
technical departments are full, useful and valuable,
Of the editorial notes it can be authfully said that
they are varied, elegant and incisive, Altogether, the
current aumber is an excellent one.

THE TEMPERANCE PRIMER. By G. D.Platt, B.A.
(Toranto and Winnipeg: W, J. Gage & Co.)—
Mz, Platt, publlc school inspector of Prince Edward
county, Is the author of this little treatise, It has been
feit for a long time that the youth of our country ought
to be taught the principles of temperance duriny thelr
attendance at the public school. A comect know-
ledge of the nature and evil effects of alcohol would
do much to raise up a race of temperate men and
women in the land, This little work is just such asis
required. Itis clcar, concise and easily un lerstood,
Mr. Platt has admirably fulfilled the task assigoed
him In the preparation of this excellent maaual, 1Itis
to be hoped that it will soon find a place in the public
schools of the country,

THE CENTURV MAGAZINE. (New York. The
Century Co.)— The enterprising publishers of the Cen-

tury have succeeddd Inmading the Present mid-winter

number A speclally attractive one,  The engravings
are profuso in number and supetlor In execution,
Rembrandt’s ** Head of a Man,” given asafrontispiece,
is very impressive. The great poets recelve much at.
tention In this number. Signor Salvini writes on
“lmpressions of Shakespeare’s * Lear,’® There are
two articles on Dante and one on Keats, the latter by
Edmund C. Steadman, Mis, Allce Meynell dispels
some of the mystery of Dickens' last story by telling
“ How Ldwin Drood was Illustrated,” The prison
labour question is ably discussed by George W, Cable,
and General McLellan writes on ¢ The Princes of the
Houss of Otleans.” Bric-d-brac, Toplcs of the Time,
and Open Letters,beaides other excellent contributions
in story and poetry, make a must attractive issus of
one of the finest magazines published,

Tuog Homingiie Maoazing, (New York : Anson
D. F. Randolph & Co./— ' A Patrtarch's View of Life?
is the opening sermon sn the January number ot the
Homiletie, Tho outlines under thehead of “ Practical
Homileiics,” though brief, are good and suggestive,
The cditor has begon anow senes of Sunipture studies
{n a similar vein to that completed in the last number,
The new serles is entitled ¢ Minor Lights of Serip.
ture,” The subject, admirably treated, of the first paper
is “ Thoe Defrauded Wadouw; o1, Coincidences in
Life,” founded on 2 King wiil, 5. The Symposium con.
tinues the interesting subjects of discusslon begun in
the last volume. The Dean of Canterbury, the Rev,
Paton J. Gloag, D.D., and other well-known divines
have contributions in the Expusitory Sectlon. The
other contents of \he Homiletic are of more than av-
erage excellence. The first number of the new vol.
ume will not disappoint regular readers, and it will
fally satlsfy those who have subscribed to this maga.
zine, a theological library in itself, for the first time.

HARPER'S MAGAZINE. (New Vork: Hamper &
Brotbers.)}—The February number of Harper’s opans
with a striking frontispiece, “ The Bible Reading
forming an illustration to Willlam Black’s new story,
 Judith Shakespeare,” which latter grows in interest
and power. Other noteworthy features are * The
Upper Thames,” by Joseph Hatton, “ The Daoctor-
killing Oregons,” by Benjamin Alvord. “ At Mentone,
IL,” by Contance Fenimore Woolsen. “A Winterin
Canada,” by C, H, Fartham. * Jacob Ruysdael,” by
E. Mason. “Our Country’s Cradle,” by T. W. Hig.
gioson, ‘ David Poindexters Disappearance,” a
story by Jullsn Hawthorne. “ Nature’s Serial Story,”
111, by E. P Roe. “ Glimpses of Emerson,” by Annic
Fields, and “ The National Government and Educa-
tion,” by Charles Thwing. Most of these articles con-
tain numerous illustrations, many of them in the
highest style of the engraver it. Poetry and story
of excellent quality and sufficient quantity to gratify
all reasonable tastes are to befound in its pages, while
the cditorial departmentsare filled with a profusion of
good things.

THES ATLANTIC MONTHLY. (Boston: Houghton,
Mifflin & Co.)—This magazine, the representative of
what is best in American literature, keeps abreast of
the intellectual requirements of the age. Among its
contributors are writers who are admired and ap.
preciated on both sides of the Atlantic. The January
number, having reached us late, was not noticed at the
usua! time. It is a decidedly superior number.
What promises to be an excellent serial [story “In
War Time,” by S. Weir Mitchell is begun. Henry
James, writes a most genial, interesting and apprecia.
tive sketch of “* Ivan Tourgéniefl.,” Tke other contents
are fully up to the high standard which the A¢Zaniic
maintains. The February number contains “ Voices
of Power,” by O. B, Frothingham. Elizabeth Rohins
writes a most interesting paper on ‘‘The Vagabonds
and Criminals of India.” “ Reminiscences of Christ's
Hospltal,” by J. M, Hillyar, will be read with interest
by those who are unfamiliar with tke history of that
famous institution, and those who ave, will be de-
lighted with the paper. “In War Time” is continued
and grows in interest, while the other serial novels
are unabated in their excellence and atiractiveness;:
These sre F. Marion Crawford’s “ A Roman Singer ;?
George Parsonsj Lathrop’s ¢ Newport ;" and Heary
James’ “ En Province® A Visit to South Carolina
in 1860," and “ The Confederate Crulsers® are papers
of much historical value and interest. The literary
criticism of recent noteworthy books Is fresh and dis.
criminating. The poetic contributorsare of very high
merit. The new volume of the A¢lansic S20nthiy has

_made a most ausplcious heginning.



