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hear of them ofien onough to keep them awuke to the suffer-
ings of the victims of their indifference.
Very respectfully, your friend,
Euvtwoon {lanvey.

AFRICA.—THE MEND! COUNTRY.

The following letters, exiracted from a monthly periodical, entitled
the ¢ American Misstonary,” may interest your juvenile readers.
1t is the organ of the American Missionary Association, in which have
been merged several smaller associations, formed on the principle of
having no dealings with slaveholders. The Mendi Mission in Wes-
tern Aftica, to which the letters refer, originated, if I mistake not, in
the eamest desire of certain Christian philanthropists to convey the
Gowpel along with the Amistad Africans, who were providentially
rescued in New England from an anticipated slavery, and sent back
to their swn country. Mr. Raymond was sent out with the rescued
Afticans by the then called ¢ Union Missivnary Seciety,” which is
now merged in said ¢ American Missionary Association.” The let-
ters are addressed to the Juvenile Missipnary Society in Dr, Duffield’s
Chureh, Detroit.

1. W.

LETTER FIRST.
Geography of the Couvnlry.

My Dear Younc Frienps,—In promising to write to you this series
of letters, { imposed wpon myself a task for which 1 feel myselt en-
tirely inadequuiz.  But since the promise must be redeemed, 1 will
try to do the best my limited time will ailow. The subject of thisthe
first letter, will be the geography of the country.

After we leave Sierra Leone, which is voiy mountainous, we see
no mountains except one or tiwo at a distance. All of the land iw the
vicinity of the Mussion is one vast plain cut up into islands by its many
tivers. The country is so level that the tide ebbs and flows up all the
rivers many miles into the interior. In the dry scason the water of
the river at this place is so salt that it cannot be used either for drink-
ing or washing. In the rains we use it for both. It often happens
thatf rivers are connected together far fiom their mouths. Thus this
river is connected with the hig Boom, as it is called, and cances can
pass from ane to.the other in the rainy season. The Yong and Mon-
gray rivers are united in two places. Bordering on these nivers are
what are called Mangrove swamps. These swamps are very low and
every flood tide are covered with water. The Mangrove is a ver,
singular tree. The trunk of the tree does not come near the ground.
It stands apon its roots, which are like somany legs, which coming
from various distances act as props and braces. When they stand
close together, as they almost always do, these 1oots aie interwoven
and entangled with one anotlier so as to render it impenetrable except
to the natives. When a Mangrove stands leaning over the waler, ils
overhanging limbs will send down shoots from half to three-quasters
of an inch in diameter to the water. They are generally from tweuty
to tnirty feet in length, apparently not varying the least in the size.
The wood of the Mangtoie is exceedingly hard and heavy. Itis so
hard that the Termites, commonly called bng-a-bugs, cannot eat it.
For this reason it is used for house-posts. Al the posts and timbers of
the Mission-house are Mangrove. All the posts of all the huuses at
the Mission, except one,ase of the same. They are very hard to get
bat very durable. Lo

Many, in a(temptin%‘lo account for the unhealthfulness of this cli-
mata, attribute it to these Mangrove swamps, from which they sup-
pose a ¢ miasma arises, (The cffluvia of any putrid matter, rising
and floating in the air.) For this reason Mangrove swamps are a
terror to many. For my part 1 cannot see why a Mangiove swamp
should produce any more uww ma than many other places. 1t is true
they are very low and muddy, but the water is changed every twelve
hours, and consequently cannot become stagnant. .

There are also bordering upon the rivers what are called Palm pines.
They are so called from their trunk resembling the Palm tree, and
their leaves resembling the leaves of the Pine Apple. They do not
generatly extend so far back from the river as the Mangroves, often
growing only in the edge of the river from ten to twenty feet wide.
The river at this place was complitely shut in with them, and it has
cost me a great deal of Iabour and expense to clear them away. The
trunk of the tree is senerally about four or five inches in diameter, and
about fiteen feet in height, and stands upon its roots the same as the
Mangrove. It has no leaves except atthe top, like the Palm tree,
and, like the Mangrove, it is all of one size.

There are also in this country many of what are called ¢ grass
fields.” They are what at the west would be called ¢ praiies.,”
These prairies produce gtass of uncommon size, similar to that 1 have
seen in the west. They produce also a smaller kind fit for grazing

and for thatching houses. They are burnt every year ahout New
Year, by the natives.  These ¢ prairies® in the dry season afford pas-
turage for wild cattle, &c., but in the rains they are covered with
water to the depth of two or three feet.

The soil here has the appearance of being sandy, but it has so

219

}r:luch clay mixed with it that it makes durable plaster for the people’s
onses.

Perhaps T cannot find a betier place to say one word about the cli-
mate, The dry extends from November to May, and the rainy from
May to Novembes. In the fore part and fatter part of the 1ainy sea-
son, there is not generally much ruin,  July and August ate the va
most rainy manths. [n the dry season the ground is dry and parcied
—there seldom being a shower. At the commencement of the rains
is the time for planting. In the dry scason the thermometer stands at
52., and in the rainy at sbout 767,  Although the thermometer does
not'sink luwer, yet the air becomes so damp that we often feel chiily.

Your unworthy missionary,
Wit Ravarcnp.

Letier second relates to the politics or gevernment of the country,
and is less interesting.

LETTER THIRD.
Towns— Houses—Food and Dress.

My Dean Youac Faipnns,—The peopic do not live here scattered
2ll over the country. For fear of war they all collect togetberinto
towns. The more warlike the people, the larger the towns generally
are. The towns in this country are much smaller thaa those in the
Mendi country. ‘They are almost always built on some 1’ver or creek,
so that they are accessible with canoes,  They are buil’ withcut any
kind of regularity. These are nothing that car be called streets.
The houses are frequently not mere than two feet apart. Between
most of them, however, the space is much wider. Somewhere in the
middie of the town there is usually an area of greater or less dimen-
sions for the purpose of dancing, &c. .

The houses lor the most part are circular. They are built by plant-
ing posts in the ground some three feet apart, Half way between
these posts another stick, some two or more inches in diameter, is
placed, ar~und which wattles are woven like backet-work, Wattles
here are made of hamboo, from which they are easily made. Wken a
house is watiled, it resembles in look an cnormous Jarge basket. After
it is wattled it is plastered or ¢ daubed,” as 1t is catled. The plaster
is made of the soil dug up in the most convenient place and mosstened
with water, The root is most generally thatched with th> leaves of
the ban* o0, but sometimes with grass which is obtained from the grass
ficlds or praittes. “The chicfs? houses are superior to those of the other
peaple, though built in the same manner, witn the exception that they
are ucually ohlong instead of round. The ends, however, are not un~
frequeatly semi-circular. The house is usually divided into several
rooms. A fear ot war prevents them from building as good houses as
they otherwise wouli do. They say if they build fine houses,
the other chiels would be jealous of them, and %ring war upon them.
Geneally the Jargest building in a town is the kitchea. Io a small
town there is usually Lut one. At this all the famiiies cook. In large
towns there are more. Every man wha is able to have several wives
and a ninber of slaves, has his own vard, as it 1s called, in which is
a kitchen. The kitchens are large oblen . vuilaiugs, entirely open on
one side.  In them the women cook and co their work, such as spin-
ning, making mats, &c. They somelimes woik under the shade of
trees.  The Lush s sulfered to grow close to the town, This they
consider a protection in time o war. It affords them a shelter to
whirh they can vun. In the dry seasan, when the grass is kept
cleared out and the whole town is swept every two or three days, it
has an exceedingly neat appearance,

Their food consists principally of rice and cassada. This they do
not make into foo-foo as in Sierra Leone. They simply cut it into
small pieces and boil it.  After it is conked they wash it in cold water
to get o8t the starch, when it is ready for use.

They cook their fish and meat usually in the mnst ssmple manner.
They make of them what they call soup, but thi« is what we should
call broth, with the exception ihat it is co ked with Palm oil. They
frequently make what is called ¢ Palaver squce.” This is made by
cooking some mucilaginous vegetable with the fish or meat. There
are several vegetables they use for this purpese, of which they cca~
sider the oc1a the best. They cook ii with Palm oil, and generally
season it highly with Cayenne pepper. I have become so used {o
it that T am now very fond of it, tnough I have it made without much
pepper.
uring the present famine when there is neither rice nor cassada in
the country, the peaple ate compelléd to eat the ¢ Palm cahbage,”” as
it is called. The palm cabbage is the bulb, so to speak, of the palm
trec. It is callod cabhage, from the fact that its tasle very much re-
sembles that of our cabbage. Itis cooked and caten very much in the
same way as cassada. Had it not been for the abundance of Palm
trees *n this vicinity, hundreds would have died of famife this year.

Their dress is as simple as their food. The children universally go
naked. The men when at work have simply a piece of cloth around
their middle, called 2 ¢ te-fa-rija ;77 when not at work they usnally
wear a country cloth wrapped around their bodics, extending from
their loins 1o below their knees. Sometimes it is thrown over the left
sheuider, leaving the other arm and shoulder bare.

The chiefs usnally wear the Furopean dress as far as shirt and
trowscrs, and many of the principal men do the same. Many wear



