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freedoni ; and wlhat is niost dangerous of,all, biis Ihistorv is

not wvritten for its oil sake, but in the interest of a onc-sided

thcorv. Thle thieory supposed to pervcrt this wvriter's narra-

tive is thiat the Jews of the Captivity constituted flhe true
Tsrael, and thcev thierefore liad to be represented as doing every-

thiîîg of imîportance iii the revival of the nation and iu the
developient of the new Juldaismn. Tfli author is supposeci
to hlave w-ritten it sonile two liuinlred and fiftv vears after thic

convcntional date of flhc return, w-'ien iii the absence of coll-
teuîporary- histories, the facts were niecessarilv ob)scure and

easilv iniisread.
These (destructive views liave ail along been vigorously coin-

bated b)v Prof. Van Hoonackcr. of Lou-vain. wl'ho mnaintainic

that thiere is no inconsistencv. betwveen Ezra-Nelieiniali on flhc

one band. and Ia-Jacai-7eclîariahi on the otiier ; and thiat tiiere
is Iiar(hly aniv fact inth flc0( Testament better autlienticateci
thani the restoration fromn Babyloîî mnder Cvrus. H-e is iîîdeed
iîîclinced to tliink thiat tiiere lias been sonie dislocation of BCzra*s
narrative. anid tlîat lie did iîot arrive at Jerusalein until a soile-
wvliat later pcriod tlîan is comniîonlv supposed. But otlîerwisc,

lie regards flic book as lîistorical iii the fiull sense. Van 1-bon-

ackcr lias been supporte(l in ]lis views fron a sonicwliat ulncx-
-pecte1 quarter. Prof. Mcycvr, of I-alle, is kniown as, a

tlîorouglîly conîpetcnt sciiolar anîd a sonicevliat advanced critic.

I.ast vear lie publhslied a thorougli-going mvork on ir"Tie Risc

of Jindaisnîi." aniid iii it lie grives the resuits of ]lis investfigation
of the vaiuc of the sources. TRis conclusion is tlîat the Books
of Ezra andi Nelicuijali arc mag~. îadc up of genilc offcial
documents whvli have thic Iîiglîcst historical value. 1-e con-

fcsses the resuit is a surprise even to Iiiluiscîf, as hc wvas quite

prcjîarcd to mîid it otlicrwisc, anid ]lis conclusion ilîav be re-
ga-l( is the outconie of a sufficiciîty uîibiasscd cxanîination.

Tlic discussion is îîot likcly' to coulic to aui endl for soile tinie
yet. but it w-ill bc difficult inidecd, to break the force ofMvrs

atrguniieints. If lic is correct, tlienl the Ilistorv iîiust stn.and
WC nîiav rcst assured tliat the statcinients of Ilaggai aîîd Zchla-


