
THE PIIILATELIO ADVOCATE.

openly enthusiastie over his hobby, ndt
only does not oonceal it, but is con-
stantly bringing it before the notice of lus
friends. That man is a living, walking,
speztiiiug advertisementlu for phiiately and
its attractions. If he be a man of any
standing him,;elf, ho gives to stamp coilect
ing a recognized standing in bis own com
munity; and he is for that particular
rcgîen the acceptefi high priest and proph-
et of the cuit. Does anyone discover on
old family papers, made ready for the
buirning, some quaint* old stamps that
seem wvorth saving from the fiery s4crifice;
the tbought at once occurs: why, Brown
dowvn thËre in the drug store, (or the post-
office or the grocery as the case may be) is
a stanmp collector, l'il take these to him
and sce if tbey are of any value. Does any
fathcr hecome interested in bis son's col-
iecting efrodq and discerning broader and
more vu.-~esting possibilities to stamp col-
lecting, wish to learn more about it. Hoe
remnibers ab once that that clever young
chap Brown, the brighbt, goahead mer-
chant down'u the street, is interested i
staxnps, and to hlm he goes for informa-
tion. Does anyone for any reason wish .to
be enilighteniecl as to anything about stamps
or st.amp collecting; Brown is the natural,
fouintainhcad of information. There arc
tinies, perhaps, whlen this becoines -an an-
noyance. Young A1merica, in knce breech-
es, Nwith his botundless thirst for additions
te bis 2317 varieties, unay somnetinies sorely
try bis patience. But even helping the
boys ;s a good work. If more of the phil-
atelie arniy lao, their ligbt shine ia the
saine mna«iir thiere,,voui: net be se many
of t1hc cmbryo coliectors, ways and means
for whose lurin g into active philateiy is
what we are seelzing for.

One good active collecter of the Brown
stripe, who is a philatelie enthusist, hearb
and soul, will do more in a country town
or a smaii city to infect iikely candidates
with the philatelie feâver, than any other
influence that couid be m'eationed. In a
larger eity, where thte circle of one man's
acquaintance and influence is necessarily
much more liited, the resuits might and
probabiy would be less tarngible. But,
never 'theless, there can be ne question as
to the good resuits that would foiiow if ail
philatelists, in ail towns great or smali,
wvere to lose ne opportunity of making
known their love of stamps. There is
nothing like personai work in aay kînd cf
proseiytîng. There is nothing that would:
raise philately more quickly into general
notice than the entire casting off, by al
collectors, cf ail reticence cf any kind re-
garding their collections; and the substi-
tution therefor cf a policy cf aaking as
much cf their hobby ln general conversa-
tionu as tbey wvould if it were of a more
easiiy understandable nature. The man
whose hobby is dlogs or horses iN: always
taiking about theni. Hoe -whose hobby is
the drama, or basebail, or golf, or any co
cf a tbousand otber things that, might ho
mentioned is only tee auxicus te enligbiten
those about huai as te bis pursuits. Why
should net the phiiatelist be equally ready
te showv bis colons. It is probably. tee mucli
te expeet any immediate and general reso-
lution in tbis regard. But every pbilatel.
ist -%vlio doos turn over a aew leaf and
resolve frein henceforth te give phiiateiy
ail elhe personal advertising he possibly
can, willadd new strength te the pursuit.

As te the philatelle secieties, their part
in tbc work is net s'ô cicarý. As organized
bodies, Whose ostensible objeet cf existence


