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$1 l’l R Yh\u IN ADVANCE

Ghe Canadian Evangelist

Is devored 10 the futiberance of the Gotpel of
Cheist, and pleade for the vnion of all be-
lievers In the Lond Jesus in harmony with Elix
own prajer tecorded fn  the seventeenth
crapter of Johb, and on the basis set foith by
the Apoulle Paul in the following terms: 1
thetefore, the prisoner In the Losd, Lescech
you to walk worthily of the ealling wherewlth
ge were catled, with all lowliness and meek-
ness, with lorp suffelng, forbesrlag one
asother fa love; piving diligence 10 heep the
unity of the Spitft In the hond of peace.
‘There Is one bady and one Spirlt, even as alwo
ye wete called in one hope of your calling:
one Loed, one falth, one haptism, one God
and Father of all, who ic over all, and
thtough all, and in al),"=Eph. Iv. 1 6.

This paper, while not clalming to be what
Is styled an *' organ,” may be 1aken as fairly
tepresenting the people keown as Disciples of
Chtist {n this country,

L

The Use of the Bible.

‘The s\udy of the Bible ta find pos.
sible flaws, scemingly contradictory
statements, evidence of the infirmities
of human 1transcribers or something
that can be twisted into an objection-
able reptesenation of the natute of
God, is unprofitable. 1t has had full
trial, and the results are not inviting ot
encouraging. From the day when the
gospel was acknowledged to be fool-
jshness to the Greek and a stumbling
block to the Jew, this kind of study
has been going on,  NoihIng ‘of Vatie
has come out of it. The great maes
of the outcome hasg proved abiolutcly
worthless, The alleged Raws, contra-
dictions, mistepresentations of Divine
attributes and mecthods, have pretiy
much all been proved unfounded.
The blunders that have been made by
the objectots ta the Bible have been
very numerous and have been exposed.
This kind of study has called itself
rational, scholarly, and claimed admir.
ation for its sincere endeavor to get at
the truth.  In practice it has generally
reached a lie, thatas, the results vocil-
erously declared to be anained, have
proved untruc and have been aban.
doned necessarily.

Depiotable resultshave also fullawed
this manner of Biblical rewearch., Re-
gard for the authority of God has been
reducad in the minds and consciences
of men, and a decline of morality has
followed. The conncction between
morality and inmelligence is so close
that 2s men in the mass have declined
in morals by substituting a human for
the revealed standard, they have be.
come also less intelligent.  Crime has
increased, philanthropy haslanguished,
doniestic ard sccial life have become
corrupt, political life has degencrated,
as this kind of study of the Jlible has
flourished.

But 1here is another use of the Bible,
1t is illustrated in the habit of Bocr-
haave, the famous Dutch physician, one
of the fathers of modern medical prac-
tice, of whom it is said that his * celed-
tity has scarcely been equalled by that
of any physician in modern times."
His biographers say that it was his
custom to select every morning a verse
or passage of Scripture Jor prayerfol
meditation during the day, to attain
spititual profit.  He accepted it in
simple, perfect faith as the Word of
God, and received it into his heart
with supplicavlon for the help of the

Holy Spitit to enable him to under
stand it and to obtain from it the ben-
efit it was intended to bestow.  He is
a specimen of the profitable study of
the Bible.  ‘There have been many
like him in this. It made him unus-
vally intelligent, benevolent, pure and
strong, remarkably succes-ful in his
pmfcssion, peaceful, hopeful and happy
in Jife and in death, and the ben.
cfactor of mankind,  Before his
death, in about the year 1740, his
fame had extended not only through
out Chtistendom, but evento the em.
pire of China.

What this use of the Bible in stmple,
filial faish did for the great Dutch phy
sician, it has dore for centuries for
thousands «f men and women and
children,  ‘Th y have been magte the
chitdren of God, the followers of Christ,
partaking of Hit nature, the slints of
the Most High God, and heirs of evet-
lasting life. They have been the foun-
tains  of inelligence, examples in
morals, patterns of benevolence, the
mainstay of truth and goodness in the
communities in which they have lived.
Superstittons have vanished, useful dis
coverics and inventions have multi-
plied, philanthropic endeavors to re-
lieve human want and woe have flour-
ished in their presence and by their ex.
ample and influence. No other book
has done s0 much for men as individ-
Puals o *for- communities~and - nations,
It has proved itself adapted to the in-
telleciual, moral and religious wants of
men as are sunlight, moonlight and
aarlight, and air, and physical needs.
Nothing like it has ever existed afong
nen. .

This is the propee use of the Bible
now, One of the best of men, on
whom other men leaned, to whom they
looked for counsel, whose co operation
they sought in their commercial enter.
rrises and whyhad a large part in the
financial and commercial endeavors to
promole invention, transporiation and
trade forty years ago, said to his pastor,
“1 have found that I must have an
hour to myself, frec from interruption,
every moming for the study of the
Bible and for prayer, 10 prepare me
for the duties of the day.” That hour
+ ade him what he was. He was not
only distinguished in trade, but also
cminent in philanthiopy,  Such an
hour will yield like feuit to other men.

Anoiher use of the Bibleis to preach
it. or to sustain the preaching of it
Thete is no substitute for it.  What is
called ** wership,” does notand cannot
take the place of the preaching of the
Word of God. The Bible has been
entrusted to the church with the divine
command, ‘'Go, teach i,” “Go,
preach it,” to every man everywhere,
1t is the Bible which is to be preached,
to be made known, to be applied to
human conscicnces and conduct, to be
furnished as mental, moral and spiritual
food, refreshment and comfort. The
power of the church of God résides in
declaring the whole counsel of God,
and illustrating and enforcing it by ex.
ample,

; Such preaching since Christ died
has never been in vain, It has made
bad men good, cruel men kind, ignor.
ant men intelligent, indolent men In.
dustrious, despondent and despaiting

men hopeful, and filled perishing men

with the power of an endless life, It
has reformed communities, enlightened

and elevated the world.  Since the|

world began there have betn many
philosonbies, many religions, many
metheds of instruction, but never anv
thing worthy 10 be compared with the
preaching of the Bible,

It is a great thing (0 be a preacher of
the Bible. Young men who have re-
cently graduated from college oughtto
consider seriously whether they shall
not devote themselves to preaching the
Word of the Lord. Parents, alw,
should consider whiether their sons can
be dedicated to ary occupation supe-
rior 10 the preaching of the truth re.
vealed by God.—New Vork Christian
Intelligencer,

ot

Fruitless Emotion.
e

Fact is supreme to-day. Not the
cause of fact, nor the deductions from
fact, but fect itself, is the.pre-eminent
thing. Feeling has taken a secondary
place, if, indeed, it has not come to be
regarded as obsolese and old-fashioned.
There was pethaps a reason for this §
since false sentiment—that is, senti.
ment that found no cutlet in action—
was the other exicenae of the arc lo
which the penduluzn swung in the early
part of the century;under-the influence
of the Byronic schpol of writers,  But
the value of., feeldg-hnd,-iu foree.in_the
wotld is the same whether attention is
directed to it or not, or whether it is
the fashion to laud it or to neghctit
We have an esteem for.great feeling,
because we know that it may lead to
great action.

It is noticeable that the Bible says
littte of fecling directly, and appeals to
it for the most part indirectly. This is
like the grandeur of its reticence on
many ideas; which are simply assunied,
as are all the capital facts of man's na-
ture. All is based on the elementary
ground that every man is capable of
emotiop.  But, with no attempt at the
tragic of pathetic rendering «f events,
the Bible is of all books that one which
most powesfully affects the feelings.
And in this way it not only pays the
strongest tribute to the power of human
feeling, but it ennobles emotion by ex
pecting much from it, and by showing
how much God valuesit. Rutitnever
brings upon us that deadly malady of
over-emotion which is caused by many
a book, All fecling swakened by the
Bible prompts to action.

Feeling is like the mordant pourcd
on the waxen tablet of the etcher, that
cats into the matal plate beneath the
soft material, and tenders ineffaccable
the lines which he has drawn, Wecan
hardly estimate hi hly enough the value
of right [ cling which is at the same
time deep feeling.  DeQuincey says,
‘¢ It is astonishing how large a harvest
of new truths would be reaped simply
through the accident of a man's fceling,
or being made to feel more deeply than
other men.  He sces the same objects,
neither more nor less, but hesees them
engraved in lines far strongerand more
determinate, and the difference in the
strength of fecling makes the whole
difference hetween consciousness and
sub-consciousness.”  But no new har.
vest of truth will be reaped from this

more intense feeling, unless the man

who is the subject of it transforms the
fecling ino action,

‘The lngical outcome of emotion is
acuon.  But poor human nature is
vastly illogical, and no doubt the far
larger proportion of human emation,
for lack of consequent action, is fruit.
liss.  Ewotion is like the sap that runs
through the vine. Unless the result
of the flow be fruit, it would be as well
that no flow of the sap took place
Cettainly there would be e disap.
puintment in the end. Much sap
pours into barren shoots.  Much emo.
tion evapota'cs in the subjective fecl.
ings of pity, distress, or indignation,
wf’crc it should turn into the precious
fruits of hearty helpfulness, real assist.
ance, and steenuous labor to change
the conditions which cause the need of
commiscration or indignation,

In these days Christians have, in

cummon with others, had theie horizon
enlarged ; and, in consequence, the
needs of a greater number of people
and the knowledge of a greater variety
of evils are constantly foreed upon the
mind. Each of thetwe evils and the
sufferings of those afflicted by them, if
sufficicntly dwelt upon, awakens within
us degrees df sympathetic emolion
varying according to the depth and ac.
curacy of our knowledge of the situa.
tion, and according to tempetament
and sensibility. .
.. What shall we do with this mtensuy
of emotion when it is thus stitréd and
aroused ? ‘Therc arc three ways of dis.
posing of it, it we may thus «peak of
so intangible and subjective a thingas
emotion. First, we moy set it aside,
reject it by an act of the will, or by di-
vesting the mind to other channels, or
we may let it twn ite sirong tide in.
ward upon our own soul, overwhelming
and devolating our sensibilities, spend.
ing itself in mcre stress—perhaps in
tcars—in an inward energy of suffering,
most painful and most ineflective. A
third m thod remains, and that is to
devise an object of action upon which
the strony fccling can expend itself, to
wotk out some relief for the suffering
or tiouble that has produced the cmo.
tion in ue, and thus give our surcharged
feclirg adeqbate outler. ‘This last is
the true and only end for which emo-
tion was given us, It may scem espe.
cially truc of our painful emotions ; for,
while pleasurable feeling appears ore
like an end in itsclf than painful emo.
tion, yet this is only because ourin.
tensely pleasurable feelings more nat.
urally scek and find an outle: for them.-
sclves.

The Bible everywhere represents
God as possessing feeling.  We must
think that vast ¢cmutions, majestic in
theit mighty ebb and flow, 6l he
heart of God with cternal pulsations.
Love as an cmotioti—what must it be
in God? DBut had hislove been but an
cmotion, what had been the condition
then of a lost race of sinnersl Has
emotion ceased rot, satisfied with the
desire alone.  His tremendous fecling
went forth in an act,  God sem his
Son. He put foith encrzy impelled
by the force of an emotion powerful as
His very nature.  Activity was conse
quent on hig feeling. Like God, we
His children muss put our emotion into
act,  We must go forth, flow outin

activity, Oh, what a pouring fonh of

fecling there was when all God's love
to man pourcd into the channel of the
glowing heaet of Jesus, and outward to
humanity through His hife of constantly
active goodness |

Feeling was given us that we might
have momentum cnough for an action.
tHow greatly would the sphere of action
be diminished in the world, were it not
for emotion ] It prompts 1o far more
action than does the 1csolution of the
will.  Feeling for self is much more
casily carricd over into action than feel.
ing for others.  Emotion for self teads
to action for self. If our feeling for
others were as strong as for self, how
quickly should we be propelied into
action! Emotion 1s the steam that
drives the great piston of the world's
activity. It is in moments of intense
cmotion that deep primial truths arein.
delibly etched upon the soul, leaving
ctetnal tracinglines,  Deep emotion is
the deep stirring of the soul. Ard
when we remember what the soul is,
we tee how much it means that such
an infinite cntity should be stireed
through all its depths.

'The possession of enmotion does not
Accessitate that it come out in the
form of emotion.  Feelng may be
manifested in many ways heside frenzy
ortears.  Deep feeling on the part of
a preacher, a vivid eonception’of.truth
acwmpmicd with a tremendous feel-
ing of its umpommcc, need not show

it may show itsclfin covrageous wotds ;
in a grip an men’s conscicnces ; in a
pottrayal of divine things such as men
cannot forget, leaving an impression of
force, of necessity, of truth, as of inner
vision, So with the private Christian.
Thete need be no feuitless emotion of
any sort.  All may turn to help, or
prayer, or praise.

Eugenie de Guerin, a pious, gifted
soul, so sensitively organized that feel-
ing was most intense in her cace, says:
# As much as possible I turn my tears
into praycrs. It is the best testimony
of love that Christians can show.” In
the many cases where action is impos.
sible for ue, no matter how intense out
sympathetic feeling may be, it still re.
mains true that the feeling may be
trantformed 1o poner, even though the
sphere of action is totally severed from
our sphere of feeling, The tottures of
S'perian exiles, or the slaver’s atrocities
n Aftica, fil} us with inexpressible feels
ings of distress.  But it does not seem
possible for us to act in any direct way
of immediate relicf. s theee any way
to make our deep fecling count for the
commiserated object when we are ab.
solutely cut off from action? Ves,
there is God, in whom the sphere of
our action is always contained, There
remains the pouring out of our feeling
into the heart of Ged, and the request
that he who has the power should work
the relief impossible to us.  Feeling
may Jutn ino {enor in prayer It may
turn into true worship as praise,  All
our gifts—tha rtesult of feelings of pity
and sympathy—propetly fall under the
head of action.

Sentiment, to escape being sentimen-
tality, must produce either action,
prayer, oz praise. ‘That it may i man
into these three great powers of his
being, is the true glory and end of

human emotion.—Susmiday Sehoal Times.
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