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humility with involuntary satiety—genuine humility, genuine
thankfulness for the authority on which they anchored them-
selves; but something also of a feeling of the redundance of
that authority, and of the redundance of those provisions for
their spiritual life of which almost all our other members
seemed to feel that they had but a bare and scanty pasturage.

Dr. Ward, who was to read the paper of the evening, struck
me as one of our most unique members. His mind was, to his
own apprehension at least, all strong lights and dark shadows.
Either he was absolutely, indefensibly, “ superabundantly ” cer-
tain, or he knew no more “than a baby,” to use his favorite
simile, about the subjects I conversed with him upon. On the
criticism of the New Testament, for instance, he always main-
tained that he knew no more than a baby, though really he
knew a good deal about it. On the question arising out of
Papal Bulls he would often say that he was as absolutely and
superabundantly certain as he was of his own existence. Then
he was a very decided humorist. He looked like a country
squire, and in the Isle of Wight was, I believe, generally called
“Squeer Ward ;” but if you talked to him about horses or land
he would look at you as if you were talking in an unknown
language, and would describe, in most extravagant and humor-
ous terms, his many rides in search of health, and the profound
fear with which, whenever the animal showed the least sign of
spirit, he would ery out, “ Take me off! take me off!” He was
one of the very best and most active members of our Society,
as long as his health lasted—most friendly to everybedy, though
full of amazement at the depth to which scepticism had under-
mined the creed of many amongst us. A more candid man I
never knew. He never ignored a difficulty, and never attempted
to express an indistinet idea. His metaphysics were as sharp
cut as crystals. He never seemed to see the half-lights of a
question at all. There was no penumbra in his mind; or, at
least, what he could not grasp clearly he treated as if he could
not apprehend at all. :

When dinner was over and the cloth removed a waiter
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