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English armny at Boston was secretly
despatcieci to clestroy the patriots
supplies at Concorci ancl Lexinigton.
'l'le expeclition numiberecl about
eighlt hiuncreci nien, consistingTof the

j. grenadiers andi lighit infantry under
Lieutenant-colonel Siiiithi. Thèy
crossed to East Camnbricige, and
thence through swanips and unfre-
quented paths they took up their
niarch to Lexing.ton. Gagre had
thoughit to take everything by sur-
prise, but a band of patriots nightly
patrolled the streets, and of course
discovered the intention of the En-
g1! sh. Messengers were at once
sent post hoste to, arouse the mninute
mien, and to inforni theni of the
arniy's advance. Paul Rèvere, iin-
rnortalized in Amierica by Long-
feIlowv's P1oeni was one of the numi-
ber. What a knighrlt errant was lie.
The sparks that flew froiiî his horses
iron shod feet as lie g-allol)ed over
the roads, crying out for ail to be up
and doing, enkindled the fire of
patriotisini.
A hurry of hoofs iii a village street,
A shape ini the mnoofflighit, a bulk iii the

dark,
Axid beneath frorn the pebbles, iii paising,

a spark
Struck out by a steed flying fearless andi

fleet,
That wvas ail: And yet througli the glooni

aiid the light,
The fite of a nation wvas riding that

Ili-lit -

And the sparks struck out by that steed
in bis flight,

Kindled the land into flame with its hecat."
These in.repid couriers spread

the news far and xvide that the
arîny was -advancing, and o-very
farier seized his guîî and powder
horn, and îvith a long, lingrric
farewell to his fanxiiily, departed,
perhaps never to return, to the
place whiere his conmpany wvas to,
me11et.

Colonel Smith wvas soon apprised
of the fact that his rnarch had been
discov'ercd by the vigilant patriots.
Signal guns were heard, and fires
seeni, and belis were ringing. Fear-
ingr thiat hie would be attackecl, lie
sent back for reinforcemients, and
then proceedled as quickly as possible
toward Lexington.

Major Pitcairn îvas leading the
van of the armny, and just as the
last shadows of darkness were
tleeingy before the risingy sun, the
foremiost ranks of the enemiy were
seen advancing quickly and silently.
ciThe alarmi guns were fired and
the drunis beat, not a cal] to village
husbandmien only, but a reveille. to
hunianity." About seventy of the
nîinutc-mien grathered and were
paraded in front of the mneetingy
house.

Often had these nien gfathered on
the coinon to swear that their
lîfe's blood wvas at the service of
their country; to, swear that they
wvould comibat thieir oppressors for
their birthright of liberty. «"The
,ground on whichi they trod was the
altar of freedoîn, and they were to
furnishi its victimis.'"

The advance party with Pitcairn
in front camie on at the double
quick, closely followed by the
grenadiers. When about five rods
fronm the villagyers, Pitcairn cried
out "Disperse ye villians, ye rebels,
disperse; lay down your ams; why
don't you lay down your amnis and
disperse? The patriots did flot
stir, they ivere now Aniericans too
brave to fiee. At this, Pitcairn
ordered his ien to fire. A few
riandomi shiots followed this coin-
iand, and then a close, heavy
volley of musketry.

Parker the leader of the patriots
saw at once that, owing to, the dis-
parity of numibers, his few meni


