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Africa, %vu approxii-nate, though pro-
bably nover quito attain to, conditions
of absolute immunity. lui India, the
diseuse is tolerably comnmon, and vory
)elrnicious on the lowlands, wvhi1e it is

extremecly rare uipon the uippor slopes
of tbe linialay as, the Ghiaats, and thc
Nîlghiris. At Bogota and Quito, in
Spite of the gggaonof largce popu-
lations, the diseuse is excessivoly rare,
and is practically limited to sottiers,
from tbe lowlands or fromi other coun-
tries. Evein at Poto)si, among a ppi
lation engagred in mining, and aniidst,
conditions of very imnpeufect biene,

phtbisis can scarcely gain a footing.
It is thas8 evident that the proteetive
influence of bighi aititudeb suffices to
counteract otber forcs wvlîicl usually
occasion a widespread prevalence ofthe
disease. The extremely lov niortality
l'rom pliisis in Switzerland, namiely,
1.8-13 per 1,000, is explained by the fhct
th-nt so large a proportion of' the people
reside at a considorablo altitude above
the sea-level, aithon gh the sparseness
of tlepopltlation, no doubt, also operates
iu the sumo direction.

The influence of a daînp sou] in pro.
moting pbthisis is now well established,
and suggests obvious practical conclu-
sions.

Tbe incidence of* phthisis in the
Australasian colonies is ofm ruch in teres0t,
in view of their popularity as refuges
for tic consumptive. The large towns
of Australia hav e now a death.rate fi-oui
phthisis of over 2 per 1,000, and presont

littie, advantagc to MJic phthisiual, suf.
fè.ror- ovcrI bis- own cmrntry. On the-
other band, the large liiand plains of
Australia are almoýst exempt fr-om
phthisis, and constitute a gefluile s.ana-
toriuni. In Nev Zecaland, phtbhisis lias
made frightf'ul ravages among the.
Maoris, and is the chief factor, in tlicir
approaching extinction; but the expla.
nation of this fluet is not, t bc sought,
in any adverse climatie influence, but
rathei' in the iniserablo dwellings and
wretched food of the native itihabitants
of these islands.

Professor 1liisch's con clusions may
bc thus bî'ielly summed up. Yhthisis
is everyw,%here prcvalcnt, but it is rare
in Polar regions, and rarer stili at higu
altitudes. The main laetor in its pro-
dluction is overcrowding, and bad
hygioe. lieat and eold per se have no
influence. flamp, when eonjoincdwith
frequen t o-4cillation s of' temiperatur
prodisposestothe discase; bit humidity
of the air is less important than darnp-
neisof the soil" O(ccupation is exfremely
important, but mainly indirectly, as
tendingr to good or bad hygienie condi,
tions.

INo reference is hoe made to the
contagiouisness ofconsu in ption, in wh *ich
rnost physicians now believo. lIt is
generally believed f00 that contagion
bas huad mue!) to do with the spreud of
thediseasein New Zealand. If it had noti

hydid it flot, so sprend bofore the fi-ce
i ntercourse wi Lb Europeans?

RJEOENT EXPIGRIMENTS WVITH DISINFEC-TA»NTS.

A m aîeeting of thc CambridgeA Branch of the British Medical
Association, Dr. Elliston, the prosidlent,
aftordetailing the experiments of Koch
gave the following:

After testing varions substanîces.
K%'och arrives, at the conclusion that the
only reliable disinfectants are, chioriner
bromîne, and corrosive sublimate, and
that, to arrest dovelopmnent, onily coi,


