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The Duke wvas presented with a collec-
tion of Maltese stamps, dating since 1 866,
by the Exhibition Committee. He also,
-at-epted a general collection from Baron
Testaferrata, CMG, which he had been
uniting since 40 years ago. .Mr. R. Leon-
andini very kindly filled some valuable
gasps in the Duke's collection.

Postage stamps of the 1861 issue in
metaliic cases wvere circuiatect because of
the scarcity of small change during the
civil war. The circuiar metal cases liad

.mica fronts through w'hich the stamps
uvere seen and the reverse side often bore
advertising announcernents. The cases
were patented by J. Gault, August î2th,
1862, and S terliug gives th~e foiioNving list
of stamps that were encased: ic., blue;
3c., red; 5c., redbrown; 5c., yellow; ioc.,
green; 12c., black and 14C., violet.

The latest ruinor at hand is that a
change bas been made in the "V. »R. I."
surcharges on the -stamps of the Vaal

* River Colony. It is reasonable to believe
that with an e.xhausting of the supply of
any values surcharged in this manner
that the newv combination " E. R. I."1
wouid be the order of tle day. If we may
believe the correspondent of an -Engiish
paper, this has aiready taken place, the
id. being the va.lue undergoing treatment.

Among the most picturesque postmen
of the world are the «Camel Express
Messenger" of Bokhara. The men. wvear
serviceable red uniform, and a large green
turban, emibroidered with gold tbread.

From their girdie bangs a curved sabre
in a red sheath. The cameis are adorned,
with trappings of gay cioth and tasseis,

ornamented wvith bitte heads and coivrie-
shelis, and with small brass belîs round
their neck to give uotice of their approach.

The rough and rapid trotting of these
animais, sometimes at tlue ra1te of eighty
miles a day, is 50 trying to, the viders as
to shorten their lives.

If you w'Nere in Japan, you would see
lithe, wiry runners, dartinghere and there
among the crowd. E-verybody gives way
before them, for tIuey are the postmen of
tlue empire. rheir letters are carried in

*smali baskets stapped to their sides.

More than a gallon of pearis ivere found
in the famous Efflgy mound, near Chilli-
cothe, Ohio. In the saine region more
than forty bears' teeth, with pearis set in
them, Iying near skeletons, were discov-
ered.

Quartz is the most abundant-of ail the
minerais. It is NO. 7 in thue scale of bard
ness.

Copper is 50 calied from the Island df
Cypress, whience the R'omans obtaincd
their principal sUpply. C..pper appears
to have been known to the nations of ani-
tiq*uity, and often -svhen brass is nic.ntien-
ed in old books copper is understood.

What is the most preci>us, metai
in the worid? Goid! No, indeed there ex-
ists sex'eral varieties of metals far more
preciotgs than gold. Caý1iurri is quotcd
in the market at $3,ooo an ounce avordu-
pois. Tons ofzink,7ores, in whiich iL occurs,
mnust be wo-ked« over to obtain even a
trifiing arnount. Here are a few more;
Germanium $1,1-2 per ounce; rhloÈdiurn
$-ri 2.50; Ruthenium $9o and osiuin $62
an outice.


