
God's Promise Io Abruni [Auguîst il

Lesson VI. GOD'S PROMISE TO AFRAM Auguts 11, 1901
Genesgis 15: 1-18. Vs. 5 to 18 only prlnted, as rocommended b,,, thc International S.S. Lessen Cornrnttec.

Commit to memory vs. -5-7. Rend Geaeies, chs. 15, 16.
5 And ho lirought him forth abroad, and said,1 Look fell n pn Ab'ram; and, lu, au horror of great dark-

ueov toward hieaven, and tel thc stirsq if thou ho able nesa felu 1 n hlm.
toi1 tnnher theun. aîd lie said unt4j lîin, So t4hîll thy 13 And lie îtald unto Ai/ram, Know of a surety that
secd ho. tliy secd shall bo a etranger lu a hînd that isinet their'.s,

6 And ho believcd ln the Lutin; and hoe counted it aud shial serve them; and they shali afflilt them four
le hlm for rlghteousness. hundred years;

7 And ho said unto hirn, I ati the Lon.) that brought 14 And aise that nation, -whom they shall serve, ivil
thiee out of Ur o! the Chal'dues, tu give thc tis land I judge: and afterwardshall they corne ont %vitl great
to inherit it. substance.

8 And hie said, 2 Lord GoD, w hereby shall I know , 157 And thuu shait go to thy fathers lu î>eace; -,hou
that 1 shall inherit it ? shait bo buricd in a good old age.

9 And hoe said unto hlm, Take men heifer cf three 16 8But in the fourth generation they shall corne
years old, and a she goat of three vears old, and a ram hither agalu: for the Iuiquîty o! h U ic sAmorit4es i8 not
of thrcc years old, aîîd al ttrtleÙlove, and a yo'tg yet full.
pigeon. 17 And lt came to pass, that, whcn the suni wvent

10 And ho took, 3 unto hlm ail these, and divided dowu, and it was dark, behold a lu smoking furnce
them la the midst, and laid 4 cadi pieceonee agaiust and ahurniug lamp that passedhbetwcentlithose picces.
anether. but the hirds divided he flot. 18 Iu la the saime day the LoaD madtt a covenant

Il And 5 when the fowis came down upon the car- with ilblram, saviug, ünto thy seed have 1 given this
cases. 6 Ab'ram drove them away. land, from the river of E'gypt unto the great river,

12 And when Uhe sun -was goîug dowu, a decp sleep the river Euplhra'tes.
Rovised Version-i Tell; 2 0 Lord God; 3 Oiiii unto; 4 Each half over against the other; -5Tlîe birds cf

prey; 6 And; 7flît; 8And; 9sAmorîte; 1oFlarning torchi; tiThese; i2Thatday.
EXPLNATION

Connection-Lot, havingant last madve his home lu 8-11. Wbereby sha I know P Abram soughit
Sodom, -was earried away with its inhabitants by a a visible tokeii for the streugthiening cf his falh; aud
horde cf soldiers frein the far East (cli. 14 : 10-12). God proceeds to make a solema covenant with hii,
Abram wvith his servants defcated tîte itîvaders and aller the mnner that prcvailed. The animals, youiîg
rescued Lot (vs. 13-16), and -was biessed by Melchize-f and perfeet, were cut iii twe iengthwvise and cadli
dek, the King cf Salem, as hoe returuîed (vs. 18-20). hiall laid over agaînst tie corresponding liaI!, sonas to

1-4. The word cf the Lord. This wvas a new leave a narrow passage between, threugi which the
revelation, foilowinc the scelles of trial through wvhich contracting parties soieuîuly walked. And when
hoe liad passcd. In a vision ; possly by tvay of a the birds cf prey (Rev. Ver.) came down ; a
trance (Acts 10 : 10). :Fear net, Abram. There vouch, s1owing Abram's faitlî and paticnce. Ho cati
wvas much te cause alarm, for tîte cuemies wcre stroug wvait tilGod is ready.
ana might retîtra witli greater force; and tiesides 12.16. A deep sleep .. an horror of great
Abram lîad as yet net eue foot cf tlîe land whiclî hi, darkness. Tie ver! prgsencocfGod was tliere. WVon-
had been prorniscd. 1 arn thy sbielcL God -will drous and dark things were te ho revealed. Abram
flimself stand betweeu Abraum and all da.irer <Cern- was everwhelmed. Thy seed shalibe astranger
parc 2 Kiugs 6 :17; 3fatt. 26: elt.) Ho will also bo ... shall serve; a prephocy cf the sojourn and
his exceeding great reward. A childiess =an boudage cf the people of Israei in Egypt. They shahi
Abram was, though 84 3-cars cf age. 110w eau hc affllct them. This teck place in the timeoef the
found a great nation? liust hoe make his servant and king that Ilknewv fot Joseph." (Ex. 1 : 8.) «WiU I
and steward, :Eliezer cf Damascus, his lîcir and judge. The ton plagues aud the overthrow at the
through hlm found the nation? God's answcr is, Red Sea wore part of the punishment. Afterwards
No, thîs shall net be thine helr. A son is te bo they shall corne out. The Blook cf Exodus tells
boem te thc in tîtineoled age. the stcry. A good old age. Ho lived te ho 175

5. Brought hlm, forth abroad; whelher iu vis- ycars eid. In the fourth generation.. «The
ion ,r literally is tiot clear. Tell (number or ceunt) average period ef life ut that timo was about 100
the stars. 'îvlio can, savcGod fimself? (Ps. 147:4.) ycars."' The iniquity cf the A:morites (inhabi-
So shall thy seed be; a great promise, but cerre- tants of the land) la flot yet full. Gad is jnst and
speuditig te the promise givon at the fir3t (ch. 12:2). will net allow thcm te ho driven eut before they have

6, 7. He believed. in the Lord. The word doservcd it, aud se bte Il choscu people"I must
used hbore is remarkabie. It mns Illie was snp- patiently wait until Ged's pu-,peses ripen.
portcd, hoe was built up, hoe roposed ns a clîild in hlis 17. 18. A smokzing furnace ; tlic circular lieuse-
mother's amis, la the strcngth cf Ged." absolutoly hlîod firepot-possibly a sytubol cf te afflictions cf
tmustîni. And his faith met with God's approval-he Abram's posterity. A burning lamp. l'ire wvas a
counted it te hlm for righteousness; accepted commoxiisymbol cf God's presence. This Ilburning
him as rightcous becans-e lie beliex-ed God's promise. lamp"I passed. between the pleces, te sigxtify tîtat
[The oldor scixolara should study u>n'stse o! titis God raiified the covenant or solcinui engagemnent
verso ii IRem. 4 and GaI. 3.] The Lord whichi by whieli lIe b;uiîid lllînscîf te the burins. tliat
broughliîe eut. Ccnîîr ueîrf;e e h o Iw !i v. 1,1t IL -was a very largo devenant, but lb
'ornndmlents, Ex. 20 : 2. l11 cachl case Ood i.s a lisbe nfle atebtr iKns.:1)ILis

Redeemer. To give thee this land. God's pur. -till le ho evexi inore largely fulfilled iii tlîc spread of
poses iiever chanîge. Cliribts k-iigdut.


