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THE TRADER.

mny not advance further, they will not
be so plentiful nor so onsily obtained as
they aro to-day. Two years ago timos
woro good and low grade movoments
wore solling at n promium, and we do
not think that wo would lose anything
by returning rgain to a similar condition
of things,

Qelzrteh ﬁtutter.

ANNALS OF THE FINGER RING,

Joun W. Mirks, ix Jxmxt.nns Journav."”

Ae a pledge of betrothal and matringo
it is known that tho ring has been
omployed from the most ancient times,
but tho significations of it aro somewhat
obsours. That the Egyplinns used rings
of gold as monoy is manifest from their
monuments, and it is supposed that one
of theso ringe was placed upon the
bride’s finger, as a token that her hus-
band's possessions had become hers also
by the coromony of marriage. The
soleotion of the left hand was in ac-
cordance with the theory that the left
hand was inferior to tho right, and hence
symbolis.d tho subjection of a wife to
her Lusbaud. Still, again, the finger

noxt tho little Kugor, Which basalwa§s|

been tho recipient of this emblem, signi-
fied not only an affair of the heast, by
roason of the apatomical fallacy previ-
ously mentioned, but also gave an addi-
tional seourity to the golden hoop, since
this finger is the lenst used of any, and
cannot be extended except in the com-
pauy of another, which, in a measure
protests it. All these explanations are
vory ingenious but extremely difficult of
proof.

That tho carly Jows used the wedding
ring is undoubted, although Selden claims
that it was after thoy saw it in use by
othors. Hebrew wmarringe rings of the
sixteenth contury aro still extant, These
aro of large size, and kuown as “ tower ”
rings. It may readily be supposed that
rings of this churacter were often very
fino specimens of art, and even the arch.
itectural ornnment served as a rocept.
aole ior perfumes ar souvenirs, a portion
of the roof opening upon a hinge and
being locked with a koy.

With the Romans the ceremony of
betrothal before marriage provailed as at
the present day, and rings wero passed as
earnest in the samo manner as at the
couolusion of any other bargain. At
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tho completion of tho mnrrmgo “sottle-
wont rings bearing the names of tho
contreotiug parties wore prosonted to the
guosts. Somatimes tho anntlus nuptials
sponsalitius boro inseriptions like ** May
you live long,” or, if a stono was iusorted,
it boro an iptaglio like & haud pulling
tho lobe of an ear with tho motto, ** Re-
member me,”—a promiso of conjugal
punishment in caso of forgotfulness.
Among the Christians the uso of war-
ringo rings prevailed as carly as 860.
There is a queor legend of a wedding ring
whioh was given by Joseph to the Virgin
Mary. It occurs in “ Patrick's Dovoticns
of the Roman Church,” and though some-
what lengthy, it appears sufficiently int.
eresting to be quoted in full. “It was
discovered in the year 096 iu this way:
Judith, the wife of Hugo, Marquis of
Etrurin, being o great lover of jewels,
employed one Runerius, a skillful jewelor
and lapidary of Clusiuw, to go to Rome
to mako purchases for her. There he
formed anintimaocy with 2 jeweler from
Jerusalem, who, when Ranerive was
about to return home, professed groat
affeotion, and offered him a ring as a
plodge of fricndship. Ranerius, looking
upon it as of little value, declined it with
a shghtcomplxment but the jeweler from
tho Hbly Tadd bade hifa nof' cénterin
it, for it was the wedding ring of Joscph
and the blessed Virgin, and made him
take it with a special charge that it
should not fall into the handsof a wicked
person. Rauerius, still careless of what
he asid, throw it into a chest with ar.
1oles of inferior value, where it romained
until his forgetfulnoss cost him dear,
for wheu his son was only ten yenrs old
{the number of yesrs that bis fathor dis-
regarded the Virgin’s ring) the boy died
and was carried to bis buzial, But, be-
hold, as the hearse went forward, on a
sudden the dead child roses from the
coffic, ordered the bearers to stop; and
calling to his father, told him that by
the favor of the blessed Virgin he was
como from Heaven to tell him that as he
had contemned religion by consealing
her most holy ring in 8 common ieap,
he must immediately send for it and
publicly produce it ;hat it might be openly
vencrated. Tle chest being brought and
delivered into the son's haud, he presently
found the ring ulthough he had never
soen it befcre; thon, most reverontly
kissing it, anl showing it to the spqcta-
tors, they religiously adored it, during
the joyful pealing of bells, which rang of
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their own ncoord, whomupon, ordering
himsolf to be ocarried to the placo wlhere
he desired to be buried, bo delivered the
ring to tho curats of the parish ud then
laying himself dowu in his coffin was
intecrroed.  This ring wrougbt wmany
miraoles; ivory oncs touched with it,
worn by women in diffioult Inbor, re.
lieved thew ; an impression of it in was,
applied to the hip, removed tho eciatica;
it oured diganses of the eyes, reconciled
married peopla that quarreled, and drave
out dovils,

“ Fivo centuries afterward, in 1478,
the church of Musthiola, whore it effected
these wonders, becoming ruinous, the
ring was deposited with a raligions com-
munity of Francescans at Clusium. One
of the brothren of the order, uamed
Wintherus, a orafty German, and very
wicked, baving obtained from the mag-
istrates an appointment to show the ring
on a certain occasion, after exhibiting it
at the end of his sermon, stooped down
as if Lo were putting it into the place
provided for it, but instead of doiug so
e slipped it up his sleeve, and privily
conveyed himself and the ring from the
oity across the water. All was well so
far, but when he got into a neighboring
fisld it suddenly became dark, so that,
not knowing which way to go,,.but well
knowing what was thoic stter, he hung
tho ring on a tree and falling to the
ground ponitently confeased his sin to it
and promised to return to Clusium ift
would dispel the darkness. On taking it
down it emitted a great light, which he
took advantage of to travel to Perusw,
where he sojourned with the Augustin
frinrs till he determined on making
another effort to carry it into Germany.
He was again hindered by the darkness
returning. It infested him and the whole
gity for twenty days. Still he rosolved
not to return to Clusium but tell bis
story in great confidence to his landlord,
one Luocas Jordanus, who with great
cunning represented to him his daunger
from the Clisians and the benofits he
would receive from the Perusians if he
bestowed the ring on that city. Wintho-
rus followed his advice. As soon as the
ring was shown to the people the dark.
ness disappeared, and Wintherus was
woll provided for in the house of the
magistrate. Meanwhile, the Bishop of
Clasium coming to Perusia, endeavured
in vain to obtain the relio. The city of
Sens sent an ambassador to resist the
claims of the Clusians. He was enter-




