
rHE -. DRY - GOODS -.- REVIEW.

what is in s .m ases true that ic consuier of cheap goods

pay a ligher rate thai the cosi.unier of higher grades. There
can le no douîbi that domestic nianiutfactu rers are not taking full
advantage of thtese high rates ; but if thcy are not doing so, why
are the rates tiere? l- all nieans let tlien le renioved if they
are useless and arc cauîsing uintcCssary trouble. A straight
duty of 3o or .15 per cent ad valoremi should K ample for ail
purptoses. This is the verdict of the dry goxis trade whose
wstimienits Ttir aev <no Ria.w attempits to voice. We
have shown reasons why the duity cannot le abolished
altogether, but by all neanç let il lbe p'lared in a position to do
the grcatest anutint fit gondi with the icast ainount of harm.

Another att.itk lias biti m.1di. lihis nmoînth on the Colured
Cotton Mills Cu. > a Muntre.l trade lamper. liere is the
article:

" There is a geieral impression thiat one of the chief osten-
sible objects of elhe colored cotton combine was to prevent the
cuttintg of prices and to establislh a more uniforn basis of value.
low well titis has leen catried out nay be inferred from the

fact that certain ines of colored goots were pushed upon firms
last ilecemIber, Janiary and 1-ebruary, and now k-fore these
hou.ss have had a chance to work them off, the combine is sup-
plying oiier houses with the sane class of goods at 13 to 85
pner cent. less mnoncy. Ii regard o one line especially, that of
St. Croix ginghans, we would ask the combine wiether it did
not ulioad ail it could of these goods upon the trade for sprng
delivery at Sc., and then turned round and sold thiemn to one
house some tinte afterwards ai 614c., so that the latter was ami a
Iosition to sel tlien at less moncy than the other wholesale
houses bouglt them for. This action on the part of the com-
bine has imsioked a1 consideralble amounît of aill feeing am the
trade, and it is understod tat quite a iumle!r of the combne's

-st cusioniers have asked for a reduction on their iurchases
made soeniv mtie ago a tlie high figur vs complained of,moreesipe.
cially as he> have iot, nor had, suffcicnt tine to work off iheir
stotks. If th. tombmi. is gomg ta treat ts custon:ers in this
unfair m.nmincr it Aill prusc .a turse mistad of the blessmig it
iprom:sed t bestow up.nî tihe shule trade b ts iconsistent regu-
Ition of ices."

The gingh.ams liere tompil.uined of are chiap guods and the

patteris and tlorings arv poor, and consequentl the sale of
these goods even at ith reduced price must ntecessarily be
linited. Atotier miole hill made into a mounitain. Toronto
hîu)ers are nlot Aurt)vi about thie niatter.

A numeaunoN.T o the large body of dry goods retailers in Canada we make
a suggestioni whicil sems worthy of consideration, at least.
The suggestion is saiply thiat they should form Provincial

Associations. This s aIn age of comîîbinationîs, and unless the
retailers combine thev are goiig to be ground down more and
more Such ai association would le productive of many good
results: but its greatet influence would be te educative one.
The advantages of such ai association wotald ble as follows:

i. Al miatters of iiterst to rite trade would le discussed at
emti.annmiual me-tiings: palpers on important subjects having ben

prepare.-d beforehand.
2 Thesev meetings could take pllac- ai spring and fail milli

uiery openings, when ail dealers would be in the city anyway.
3. Chcap rates could be obtained over all te railroads, and

thus a greater number would attend the meetings, and site ex.
penîse of a trip to the city at much a season would le essened.

4. Such an association would voice the sentimeits of the
great body of retailers o:n such alI.îiportant matters as trusts,
duties, railway rates, trade discounts, etc.

5. It would tilti.Iîe aei esprit du corps among thie retaie
of Canada which would do mut.h tu impruve and benefat alli con
cerned.

6. Tht. annual fee would be more than siaed froim railway
tares.

Thre advantages of such asbociations in each of the provnp
are indicated above. Eery thoughtful retailer can e.datrate
theni for himself. But Tim )kv Goomîs RFvî.sw Aould lbc
pleased to have opinions fron the leading retailers of the country
as to the value of the suggestion. Ait replies should reaLh ths
ofice by July ist, and should be addressed to:

Editor, l)àv Gootis R>.vaw,
to Front St. E.,

T'.rontio.
Since the foregoing was written we have seen a retailer's

letter, in the jewellery trade journal, showing that a provincial
or national association of retailers to protect the honest deailer,
prevent dishonest compromises, and rid the trade of nany can.
cers which are eating into its vitals is desirable in the jeweilry
trade. We are glad to see this suggestion, which conies from
the N orthwest Territories. Wait is good for the jewellers should
be doubly beneficial to the dry goods dealers. What do thc
latter say ?

CANADA AND AU8TRAMA.T1 E-SE two sister colonies are being drawn closer together.
A new Steamship Line now carries goods between the
two couintries, and as the service promises to be most effi.

cient there can ie o doubit that trade betweei the two should
increase. In u89: the United States exported $13,o1,13
worth of goods to Australasia, Canada exported onl> $5S9,too
worth. In the sane ycar the kepublic imported from Australassa
$6,239,02: worth of products, Canada imported almost noth-
ing. This order of things should disappear with the new ser-
vice. Another proposed improsement is the establishniciît of a
second cable route via the Pacific to Vancouver. This with a
new lostal service should enable both countries to profit by bet.
ter trade relations. It is unfortunate that just at the mnoment
when these arranîgtientwere being well developed, thershuoukl
have been a collipse in Australian moncy markets, and the de-
velopment hoped for will necessarily be retarded. But though
the trade niay be of slow growth, it should be certain.

Ail the boards of trade in Canada have been supplied with
a precis of the tarifs of Australia in order that exporters may
know what duties are imposed upon products which nay be
shipped front Cana - by the new steamship line. in a circular
which the department has sent out it is stated that the Govpn.
ment considers the prsent an opportune ine for openiing up
trade with the Australian colonies, and has entermd into arrange-
ments with Huddart, Parker & Co. in full confidence that the
mercantile public will second its efforts and contribute by lis
patronage to the success of the undertaking and warrant its ton-
tinuance on a scale in no way inferior to that of its inception.
For the information of those who may desire to open up a trade,
the cusionis tarif rates now in force in New South Waies,
Victoria, Queensland and New Zcaland are given on a numîber


