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Upon the death of Queen Elizabeth in i6o3,~xJames VI. of Scotland, came into uinlisputed
possession of the English throne. Ruler over
two nations, bis dearest wish was to see themn

A united, but bis closest approacb to the fulfil-
nient of that wish was the draughting of a

Sintevesta of design for a national' flag, which, however,
Homes.was destined to remain unused untîl more than

a Century had elapsed, and tbe last of theMOT TI 1 Stuarts was seated upon the throne of Eng-
Co., Limited. land.

* Anne, tbe second daugbter of James IL.
became sovereign of England and Scotland in

-in-Cief. 1702, and shortly after ber accession the pro-ite Edîtor. ject of union between the two countries wasss Manalger. laid before parliamnent. A commission was
appointed to enquire into tbe matter, butPER VEAR neither side would agree to the ternis of tbe
otber, and tbe subject was dropped, only to be

nts. taken up again in 1704, wben a Treaty of Union
'ATION. was frarned which after mucb determined resis-tance from the majority of tbe people, was in
anadan ~ 1707 passed tbrough the Scottisb Parliament
i. nd ord..by a majority of roi votes, andi wbicb was,

after nearly a year's delay, finally assented to
The Canadiai by botb bouses of the Englisb Parliament, inro ,by IPot-

egistre lettîe,, January, 1708.
iLbey is ate .. p to this tume, then, tbe fiag, of Englandilniy. Giethe was the red cross of St. Georgebon its whitefield. It is to it that rgference is madle bymail ofailt euh- Scott in the first canto of Marmion, as "lSt.us pot Geo~re ' rge's banner bodand ga ; " of. it that
e O a4dIe8 is Campbell says with more spirit than historicalsiniust be giveil. knowledge, tbat it bas "braved a thousandbe sent direct Lo years the battie and4 the breeze." It floatedil a pftper wIt;hse 18i cotr to above the ships ini wbicb elHarry the Fifth"went forth to conquer the " vasty fields ofiitrthaieiicit France." It waved above the deçks of "eTheor hin ho15IiLittle Revenge," wben Sir Richard Grenville

witbi one hundred moen fought tbe fifty-three
Spanish vessels for a night and a day. Underit John and Sebastian Cabot, Drake, Sir Wal-ter Raleigh and tnany another valiant and vern-
turesome seaman went forth to seek strange
lands, and beneatb its folâs died Sir Pbilip

TUESvdney, bravest of knights. The s'hores of
Amrerica and the coasts of Spain learned to~lnion know it welI. Before it fled the great Armada.At Sluys and Cressy, Poitiers and Agincourt,3ach. La 1logue, Gibraltar, Blenheim and Ramilies,and ait many another victory it floated at theten for masthead of proud ships, or was borne beforeADi,%N HOME victorious hosts, and beneath it have grown upJOURNAL

rail Holland. the army and navy of Britain.
Upon the union of England and Scotland~preSents its was first flown the Union jack, which wais uponnd however that occasion deciared to bo the National.r in politics Ensign of the United Kingdom. It is formedthe national b>' the union Of tbe cross of St. George (redon interest, pnawiegonl n h atr rdaottriotism in unawhites ofutndan (whit or agoluground) or beraldical>' described asnt know it, "lazure a saltire argent surmountedof develop- by a cross gules fimbriated or edged ofdies a trinit>' the second.">

George, St. 0f the origin of the terni " jack"s now it bas thcre are two explanations given. The
first, and that wbich seems the more

31-h Century reasonable, is that it was derived fromnnal banner. the name of the designer of the firstîear his owni Union flag, James 1. who signed him-thered their self as Jacques or Jacobus. Hence theIl ty -

op,

WrIti

T JH E flag of a country re
j j people as a nation, a
I largel>' they may diffe

or religion, the protection of
banner is to them a Comm
and excites feelings of pi

which all may share.
The British flag, as we ait prose:

bas passed through several stages
ment. In its present state it emnbo<
of crosses, containing those of S t.
Patricki and St. Andrew, but as iti
existed onl>' since the year i8oi.

Before the beginning of the i
England had no recognized natio
Each knlght claimed the right to b
pennion, andi the great lords gai
retainers, each beneath bis own pri
But as national feeling developed,
a flag which would represent the w~
became apparent, and the cross of
was selected for a national standard
being taken from the shield-device
Cross Knights, heraidicalî>' describ
gent, a cross gules"e This is oi
the three flags of which our nation
composed, and wbich is still in
being now flown at the masth
admîral's ship.

On land Oudenarde, and Malplaquet, Dettin-
gen, and Plassey, Minden and Quebec bore
witness to its famne; while at sea, Amberst,
Howe and Nelson maintained its supremacy in1
niany a hard fought fight.

At that time Spain, England's old enemny,
was slowly dying. At tbe sending forth of tbe
Armada sbe bad been ait the zenith of bier
power, but the cbeck which sbe had ait that time
received had put an end to ber efforts agaiiist
England. France, a yet older enemy, whiçh
had for some tume retired fromn the conflict,
started fortb anew to fill ber plac 'e. But
neither Spain no'r France could stay tbe for-
ward marcb of that banner in the strongy hands;
that upheld it. Into India and Egypt7it was
caried, and before it foes fled swiftly.

Poet and novelist made it their theme, anid
"éneyer was isle s0 litti> e, never was sea so lone
but over the scud and palm-trees"l flew the
British Banner,

In tbe year i8oi came 'the tbird and last
stage in its development, in the union of the
red saltire, or cross of St. Patrick, with those Of
St. George and St. Andrew, of which it had
hitherto, been composed. After mnany bundred
years of experimental government in Ireland,
during which the short period of Strafford's rule
had been the most successful, Pitt's great
plan for domestic peace was carried into execu-
tion, and in Januar>' of that year Ireland was
uinited to Great -Britain, ani was henceforth
governed by the British Parliament to whicb
she sent representati ves. From that tune there
bas been no change in tbe design of our
national banner.

During this present century many a victor>'
bas been won beneath the folds of this ensign-
Alexcandria, Trafalgar, Vimiera and Coruila,
Talavera, Busaco, Aibuera and Badajoz, Sala.
manca, Vittoria and Toulouse, Quatre Bras
and Waterloo brought the power of France to
the ground. Unider it Denmnark was crushed
at Copenhagen and Russia in the Crimean pen-
insula. The rebeilion against its power in,
India was signally defeated. At Delhi and
Lucknow, where a sinall body of mnen under
that flag repelled and finally routed three times
their number of rebels. At Alexandria and Tel-
el-Kebir the forces of Egypt were forced to Rly.The names Of Wellington, Nelson, Roberts
and Wolseley have been inscribed upon the roll
of fame as hiaving gone beneath its folds to
victor>'.

Nor is it on tbe field of battle alone tbat its
triumphs have been gained. In literature, art,
and science the empire whicb it represents. bas
advanced with mighty strides. " 'That empire, "
said one of the greatest of England's states-
men,' not many years ago, "(was form-ed by the
enterprise and energy of our ancestors ; and it
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