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TRIUMPIHOS OF SCIENCE-

THERAPEUTIC. OR BEALIXNG
PROPERTIES "OF GAL-
VANISM,

Dr. Wilson Philip, one of thé most noted
physicinos of Engfand, andl a man el
known to seientific scholars, has employed
Galvanism, with great suceess, as a remedy
in Astbma. By transmitting its influence
from-the nape of the neck to the pt of
the stomach, he garve rclief in every ono of
twenty-two cases, of which four were in
private practice, and cighteen fu the Wor-
cester Infirmary. These results of Dr. Phi.
lip havo been confirmed by Dr.Clarke Abel,
of Brighton, England, (Journal of Science,
Vol. 1X.). When digestion is interrupted
in nervous indivaduals, this vital function
is much aided by «ho influence of tho gal-
vanic battery; and Dr. Philip states that
galvanisin, when properly appliod, is a sure
curc for Dyspevsia. In a paper read by
Dr. Pbilip, and recorded in tho Plilosoph-
ical Transactions, ho showed the immediate
depondonco of tho digestive function on
the nervous influence. The eighth palr of

nerves, distributed to the stomach, and-

subscrvieng to digestion, wore divided by
incision ju tho necks of several .rabbits;
after- the -operation, the parsley swhich. thoy
bad eaten remained withoutalterationin their

stomachs, and the animals, after. bvinciug-

much difficulty in Dbreathing, appedred to
dio of suffocation. But when in other rab-
bits similarly treated tho'-galvanic power

was distriluted along the nerve below ity
section, .t a disc of silver placed closcly
in contact with the skin of the animal cp-
posite to its stomach, ne difculty of
breathing ocsurred. The action from the
battety heleg Iept up for twenty-six hours,
tho rabbits were then killed,.and tho pars.
loy wus found ia as perfectly digested =
stato as that in healliy rabbits fed at tho
samo time; aud their stomuchs evolved the
smel¥ peeulior to that of ralibits during
digestion. TRese experiments weire sevoial
tmes repeated, with similar results,  Gal-
vanism is now gencrally employed in Eng
land aund in the Wnited States, also in
Franco atid Germany, and has Been found
of great service in many eases, such as
.palsy, con(ractions of the limbs, rhecuma.
tism, St. Vitus's dance, and in some kinds of
deafness and impaired vision.

The Christiaa 4Age relates an fnteresting
cage of a French officer, who, while mak-
ing a rcconnoisance near Scbastopol, duving
the hostilities between the allied powers of
England, Frane=nd Turkey, wag kuockod
down Ly the windof 2 cannou lall, the
shock of which was s9 severo as to cause
| paralysis of the tongue,, 5o that ho could
neither move it ner speak. Obtaining leave
of absence, he returned to Marscilles, and
placed himself under galvanic treatment —
After a few applications ho coul? move his
tongue wilh more facility, and at length,
after an uuwusually powerful charge, his
specch was fully restored to him.

ENGLISH STATISTICS.

The old system of postage was abolished
in England in 1840, when Mr. Rowland
Hill’s penny postage was o *ablished. The
prico, bLefore 1840, of transmitting the sroa!l
est letters through the country varied fromr
six pence to cighteen pence. In tho year
-1839, the whole number of letters delivered
Fin the United Kingdom was 76 millions; in
tho year 1867, the annual delivery excecded
501 millions. The nuwber of newspapers
sent by post in 1837 was 51 millions, and
thero wero 23 millions of book-parcels—
The distance over which the- mails are
carried, by various conveyances, is 63,000
miles a day, aud the gross revenue of the
post oflice exceeds 15,000,000 of dollrs,

There are in England 7,447 wiles of
rajlway in actual oporation, representing a
capital of nearly £,000,000,000 of dollars,
yiclling & gross annunal revenuo of about
100,000,000 of dollars. During the year
1857, the number of passengers on all the
lines was 139,000,000,

England possesses tho greatest traphy of
architectural skill. The Great Eastern is
the largest vessel ever built. Seven thou-
sapd tons of iron were employed in the
construction of the bull, which is 692 fvet
long, 118 fect broad, and 70 feot high.

KyowLepGE.—L envy no man that
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USE OF TEXT-BOOKS I
SOHOOLS.

o would not depreciate the valuo of
toxt-books in sd¢hool; ow the contrary, we
appreeiate them at thelr true worth, aud
consider thom valuuble assistants to the
teacher, when properly used. What we
would protest against iy their abuso.

Toxt-books aro good things in their pro.
per sphere, but, like other good things,
they aro often misuseds Wo have fre=
quently seca teachers, in hearing @ recitw.
tion, take tho text-book and redd the
questions from it, in tho wegular ordor in
which they occurred; tho class, in the
meantime, answeting, parrot-like, tho ques-
tions propounded, while ho who could
give the answer in tho exact words of tho
author was pronounced the best scholar—
‘Chero were no explanations asked or given
as to principles involved in tho subject
under consideration; and thore was no
¢ffort made to arouso or cultivato any fus-
ulty of the miud save the memory. Ask a
child for the why or the wherefore of tl.e
thing-affrmed, and ‘he would luok at you
in blank amazement, or simply answer
that it was nof in tho book!' Attempt
10 explain tho subject to him, and he will
perhaps reply, ‘*tho book don't say any~
thing about that.” He will scem to wonder
whero you could have acquired any jnfor-
mation that:was not contamed.in the “ bouk,'*
*‘Phe book,” with hint, is “law and gos-
pel.” The authors of thoe *“book™ harve
found out evorything thero is to be known
upon the subject, and have expressed it in
the very words in which it should alone
be expressed. -

Wo have repeatedly met with such io-
stances, and.consider such a misuse of
text-books far worso than the entire exclusion
of text-booksfroma school. It unmani a
child, depresses his reasoning faculiies, de-
stroys his sclf-dependence, the cultivation,
of which should be the principal aim of
the educalor, and causes him to bo de-
pendent upon others for tho opiuions he
may ontortain. Such a course-of education
may auswer the purposes of a despot, but
in our country, tho child shoull bo taughy
to think for hitnsolf,

"Qur gohoul rooms should bo well mup-
plied with " charfs, maps, black boards,
globes, ete. Qur teachers shoald then be
30 well prepared for their dutics as to dis-
pense with text-books in rocitations. The
class should not be requircd to repeat a
rule as- given by any aathor, but should
bo drilled in principles, and taught to
reason for themsclves. Bat, whero the
sckool:¥oom is nob thus properly Turnished,
the teachor must, from nccessity, bo moro

thau . would otherwise bo désirable.— Hie-
consin Jaurnalgf Educatioh.

4§37 The lapplest man in tho world is
the ono with just wealth coough to keep

knows more than myself, but pity them
that know less,~—Sir, T, Browne,

{0 nigke Kim rindustridus.

dependent upon the assistance of text-books '

him in spirits; and :jast childrda cuougll =
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