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DAVIDi KING 0F ISRAEL.
0 character in Old Testament history is se xnany-s ded,

ne geinius so versatile, as that of D)avid. WVo bo'îeld
hia in the humile hlihcîîhcrd-.boy, the youthful, bore, theo )as-
sionate lover and roinantie friend, tie brave chioftain, tho
mighty warrior, tho greatost of kings, tho wise stateîinan, -,ho
sacrod poet, and tho tender father.

Tho conueror of Goliathî could ho ne ordiîîary hiero. 'lhli
foats of vnlc'ii andtie ueonstant victeries titat attendcd hiin
whilo in the service of Saul, forcâlîadowed bis ceuuing grcat.
ncss. Whilo an outh.tv and tho caîttain of bis brave six hjua-
dred, hoe out-generalled the arinies of JsraeI, anîd wboen ho
attaimîed the throeo ho rapidly eonipleted tho conquest of the
nations spared by the swverd of Joshiua.

David, more thali Saul, wvas tho real founîler of the king.
dom. His wise statesinanship led huim toe stablishi a national
capital, and b)v plaeiîîg the ark there tu centralise the national
power. In thu.. tieuirîn th Mieuîity cf ail larael for the first
tiiino aftor tho deatu _. loshua, Il,. fulfilled tho dying propbecy
of Jacob, and obeyod the Divine eernmaud te Judali, to Icad
the tribes to the cemnpluto conîjuvst cf tho Land of Promise.
le tls becaiujo Jeslîua's truc successor, and acccmîîplished
that whieh aIl tho judges andi rulers litl su far failictl to do-
a failuro that liad becen te tho nation the seurco cf couiîtless
WOûs.

His lofty genius carly identitiod huai witli theo gloricus songs
of Israol, and lis immnortal l>salms wîll evor be cherishied in
the Il cart of the Ulie universal. ileforo his timo thero had
houn ocoasional bursts of llebrew poetry, but Davbl %vos the
fr-st whio gave it its tixed place in tho lsraelitish worshi1 .. Ilus
barp ivas to bina what the woiider-Nvorkiný staff -tvas to iMoses,
the spear to Joshua,' or tho sword to Gideon. It was -with
bimu in blis early youthl ; it wýas biis coinfort amid the trials of
middle life, and solaced niany a wc-ary lîur in ilJ lige. Sing.
ing nin and wonien werc rceguised accenîplanizucuolts of his
court; lie was bimself the inventor of imusical instruments
(Amos vi. 5), anJ witlî bis whole bieart ho sang tbcu praises of
tho Gefi lie leved.

David, entluroned oit Mount Zion, the mani after Ged's owmî
heart, the liglit cf Israel, thie star of fornier propliecies, bas
ever been regarded as a type of theo Messiali. Froîn the pro-
mise of the Lord, sent te the King tbroughi tho prophet Nathan,
tie conviction started, and ever after deepened ini lsrael, tiîat,
the dynasty of David slîould nover end. Iii thîe darkest heur
of the mation's iîîisfcrtuue aud c.-aptivity, the hope cf the
ceming oi the Niessiali rose ilîih ; and when at last thi e earthly
tîtronc lîad perisliod, ud Isracl wvas about te ho scattered,
and Juruisalem trotIden downm cf the Centiles, tiiere wvas born
ini the City cf David, anti cf the seed of i)avid, eue in wli
tige Iaw and the prophecies rccived thecir futilmiiîezit, anti 11lio
set up a spiritual kiîîgdocm, inanifestixi" liiîîseif te aIl the
world as " therent and ffspring (if Daviâ. " Sncb expressions
as " Tho seed of D)avid, " "l'le suri, iierties cf Daidl," ref 1er
te lus conniection witii the great 1'riîiee anîd Savieur, wlio wvas
bora at Iktlilelîcm cf .Jîîdali, but whcso « "gimgs foi-th wvcu-
frein clii, frein evcrlastiiig.>

But D)avidl, ivithi al) bis grcatness and glory, was uît witli-
eut sin. Dissiulationî, falsiced, poiygainy, ailmiltory, anud
evea murder, as iii the case cf UrTiiali, îîay be chargcdi upeîi hiim.
The inspircd peu lias recotldt titong ahl, witlîuut any atteiuupt
te ceuccal or ecusetq, but declares plainily that they ivere
oxcocdingiy dIisplcasiîîg<, te (..'od. Ile ilid indaed forgive the
royal1 poîîiteuît, but the tranisgressions were rebiuked again anud
again-, breuglit up te David's sad reiiicnbranco; bronglit ont
in suinli ght befere tue nation and before tie wîurld. liu the
werds o! te Mst Psalm me rend tîto lang-tigeocf the contrite
seul.

Net bis sin, but lus earnest st goandi aigu nover te ho
untrue te Jebovali, ruade liini tho muait aftcr Geîl's own licart.
flis transgressionis wcro suddoxa ai.1-i -rr.ttic ; bis zeai, and
loyalty te Goil wcro stcadfast anti persistent. Ile nover
ferget bis humble enigin, but ini bis last seng called himnslff
zlie sont of Jesse, andi flie mani whe lîad been exalted on Ilig
-truc iuumilîty in theo iiiidst of royalty.

By lis eariy deeds ef valeur, hy bis seccossful warfare ; by
his prespGrous reign ; but cspeciaIly by bis imperishable
psalins, and bis exaxnple of faitht anid Christian sîîbmissien, ho
bas ebtainod a beld upon the Chîurch and the world that must

romain fer ever.

PULPIT POWER.
BY E. A. RAND, D.D.

ICANj» iiîagiîuo tlîe Sabbath ser% ico e o e ver. Tuie littlo
couîntry elcireh lias bcen omptieti of its wvorshiippers,

learmur Grgty liigcrs at the dlour a nmment. 1! is oe veps
anîd gathurs In t bcatities cf the autuiiin laîudscape cr0 hoe
descends the stops tei Ils carniage. 1urlhaps tho sernu bas
beon uîen rumtunn leav'eb, a f.wcuvrite <)ctoecr tepic in the
pulpits. "«Excellent bernuns wu liave," says Fariner Cray.
' Strange WC dolî't sec greatcr rt-suits. Why, tiiero is a

seriion stainpî-d cmi thc % ury lcam es te iclp the triitu aloug.
Bt itlon'tasccresuits. 'lItelpul)it doni't hav-elpower. W\'ero
is the trouble ?

A eood i nany poople tlîat are îîot farmeu-s ask the saine
question. Why is iiet tho truîth that is sent out frem the
pulpit more ellicacicus ? Wiîy does ilt net go eut ev-oryivlierl'
te wvarn or wvîn ; overywhere ligitiug up iteaven and lîcl;
couipeliug inca, by the vividiîess o! its testinîony, te siîîn
the %% roig, and attractiîîg theun te the îight ? Vlîy iii not
thu pulpit accom panicd hiy such influences cf pxer ? WVlaù
is tho reason ? Mautythin k ing peole ask the question. New,
if there are willing mcii aud wvomen, as -%veli as iliijZ1i)iî mîen
and weuuon, the thing dosired can be neaclîcd.

A little suggestion came te ulle as I wvas looking at the
head.light cf a locomotive. Wbat a great, f iamiimg, fiery,
tluing, is a locomotive hoadhigimt. Just sec it comuing round
tho curv-e ut iiight. It f lashtes and grews, flashes andu grows,
tili it sonds a raagmiificeuit beain aieng thue track, liglîting up
ail the wvay. It is ain immense eye o!f lire lookiiîg imite thmo
niglît ; anJ -%luat an cye it gives te the engineer! It wcuilid
seemin as if hoe could sec a sp>ider euawling o11 thîe rails. Bt
wluat gives tho iuead-liglit its imteusity ? ciV atcliug the loco-
motive, 1 saw how it -%vas. The lamuîp itself %vas neL large. A
chilJ cotîldi smdie it, anJ carry it abut at îîiglît. lt liad,
tlîoîgh, an immense rd/elelr. There wvas a reliectiuig surfaco
en this side, oit that sie, above it, beleîr it, bat-k o! it, andt
froua these reilectiîîg surfaces tliero shet omît a litge bail o'f
flaine. It was a littie lanîp, buit it bail ait immne refflecto-.

Dear bretlem-, esister, you eau bo a retiectz- of thic tnuth.
Thue sermon omi Suinday inay bc juîst ait erdimîary imîstriinoîti-
tality, huit if tîtero zarc Uliristiaut discipîles omi tiis'sidce, omu titat
sido, on ev-cry sigle, to i-cfleet the tcacluiîgs cf thme itumpit iii
tluciu rewn faitiuful 1lives, tie wvoik dcsim-cd is done. Tisemoni
iiolds Up ltonesty :ho lest. It lioids up puirity :bc pure.
It luiiti up thto lieraldiuig of theo Gosipel. lue a lueralîl ef thte
Gospel. lieside every light luelà Up set inanmirflcecto-s.
Wliit a powcr ttlînîpllit wili becomne I Whmat a baz cf liglit
wi go ail througlu your cemniunity.

Revivals couic ini tIis way. .A iastiîr, foir tlicc niomîtîts
.uftcr lus setiemuicut, îu-eaclied omi ivîci1ic Chiristiamn (ities.
Thuin lic telti luis deacou a rovivald w%:t comîîng." A reviv-ai
couîiîîg ? Certaiiily. The peopîlle liad gomue ouit',ami iin tîmîr
botter lives liatl g-iveu the truitît a meiector. So liglit bail
genec out, nrd a gc'u~r ras invt-ll. That is.a» icùean doa,
te get tilui(,lut te mcen. Thîe spirit o! Gcd, Nvithlîit %wli&uu lt
can aceeiuipimslsi îîetummg, .%îll (1c ail thte rcst.

It is a great hclp to ai iiitcr, m lin hoe lîîtlds up tigo lighit
o! Geîl's triutiî iii tige pmlpît te Iculoo-ii and suce lttns cf
riîfiectm-s iii tlîe faitliflîl Souula luefîte Iiiii, Niaitiiug, tg) st-t forth
thte trtuth iin th-m hîetti- lves, anîd si) s-a ttcr tiuuge î e-ery-
uvliero. Whio is wilihimg te luclj> tht umujutîter «?Wh 1.4u uit iiig
to say, '1110u<41 I camî't ho thte lîglit iin tueo îuuit, I w-iii bo a
refiector ?" Is Fa-rnier Gray wuuiig te lue a rcflcctor ?

(1 hu-i$!iale cri llor.

Wlieuî (led's Wotrd det-lares tîmat tiiere sha1 ho "certain
wlio shahl liivily liriiîg inu damnuable lîecsies," it distiuîcthy
establishes thuis soleinu t-nthu-that urrer caut dauuîui as w-cil a
vice. It is utot fer us% te say wvhat errers are thus daugenouis;
but ueitîter is ut for lis te cenceal a truth se hittie beIleeI, se)
seldomi aced iîpouî, and yet se certaini and se appalmmmg.

i May utet thto telling, for ethiers' encouragemenut, tmat wvlich
te, us scirs deareat and meet sacred lie amouig the " cup o!
colJ water ?" 1 t is bui a couuîfort te peer iuiuauity tluat
[tîoir buirdens o! grief, and pain, aud wearnnoss are shaned by
otiiers, and stymîiatliy is a golden chain te binJ ouîr lîcants
togotlien, whiioe« "li 2u/o iras acqzuimtcd ucuth serrew " H inî-
sol! is the clasp.


