TORONTO, DECEMBER 22, 1906

About four weeks before Christmas
queer letter was left at the Crane house

It was in a large square
envelope, addressed to
Master Bertram and
Miss Hazel Cranc. The
postmark was  very
odd. Instead of “New
York” or ‘“Boston”
printed in a circle. the
name “Santa Claus
Land”’ was on thc en-
velope, biz, black and
lain. The letter read :
F)t-:\r Children
I have a new plan
this year. I'm goinc to
ask vou to put all the
old tows that you can
spare into bundles and
leave them out on the
door-sten two nights
before Christmas. T will
take them to poor chil
dren who might have
no Christmas. Please
tell all the boys and
girls in vour neichbor
hood to do the same
On every package the
words, “A Santa Claus
Bundle,”” are to be
written
Yours ever,
Santa Claus.

What a
and a guessing
caused in the
house and in all
other houses in
naighborhood.

“] wonder if it really
is from Santa Claus,”
said Hazel, over and
over again.

“Well, let’s see what
old toys we can spare,”’
said Bertram, puiling
out a drawer in the
play-room closet and
tossing its contents all
in a heap.

Orderly Hazel sat
down to sort the
things, putting broken
toys in one pile and
whole ones in another.
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“TLet’s ask mamma to let us have a bec

and all the bovs and girls work together

mending these.”

Mamma thought it a good plan, and be
fore long they had, with great pains and
a number of blots, written some cards to

The childrer of the neighborhood
worked with a will, and by the night be
fore Christmas eve there was a fine largs
bundle packed for each house
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