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IPROSPECTIVE AMERICAN LEGISLA-
TION.

Intcntas we are upon our own domestle wfairs, the
L Factie Dallway question occupyling our atten-
a to ‘ho exclusion of almost eversthlog elee, we
g #til) tind rome Interost [a what 1s guing on at
iogton, as well as In the coutse of evonta at
wa.  We notlce, then, the intro ucrlon by Senator
wood, of Jows, vf & Liil to aid ¥ The United
Postal Telegraph Compauy,” & corporstion
h s apparcotly Jdeslgoed to work with and for
Goveroment, and 10 supersede the existing vomts
Hed, ‘Tbe threatened smalgamation « £ thers coumn
9, the prospective cesning of ¢J1 competition,
the handing over ot the eountry’s whole teles
pbic business to the control of A few such men a-
r Gocrp aud VawusasiLt, appeard to have creatod
toeling of alarmm among buslocas men ; apd varlons
thetnes  fot chechmatiog the lutended glgantle
vaopoly ate belng considered. Amoog them Is
¢t embodled §n tho bill avove mentivned, which
gthotiecs the new compaoy to conatryct lloes of
legmpb throughuut the entire United Btates, aud ln
sll the waterds embraced In treetfes made Ly the
Unitsd Siates with other governments, snd to cnter
Into and occupy sny and stl poatoffices for ths ertad-
lubracnt of stations therein, and the performanco ef
rortal telegraph service, dating & perlod of 100 yoar,
E with the right of renewal, This looks like a mild
way ot introducing gradus!ly tho aystem of Qovern.
ment control of lhe telegraph business, not to alarm
top much at first those tinld mouls who fear to sec
wevernment antrusted with anything that companies
<28 be got te 6o, The LI fuither provides that u
Foarth Amaletant Postmastor Goneral sball e ap-
polated to exerciss » supervislon over the affuirs of
he company ; that the charges slall Dot excoed 20
tents fur the transmission of twenty worde o1 lees for
aay distance In the Unlted Btates, aod whero delivery
e mede through the postal depatument the Govern.
ment slall nesume all responsibilitles attached to the
rame, and charge 1 cent. por mossage for drop letter
delivery, 2 conts for carrier delivery, and auch retes as
raay be fixed by the Dostmasicr Ovnersl for special
delivery, when & recelpt wnay bo demanded Ly the
sender, Tho work of making conoection Letween
e principal cities fs 1o Lo commenced within ety
days; within three years there mual b» 30,000 mile-
of wite fn ure, within eeven years 70,000 wiles, and
thetealter such mnhual Increase ms Congress shall
dtent  The capital sluck of the compauy js to bo
Lmited to ove hundred millllon dolleie.  Now.
whether thls particular schemo s of [s vot to Le
realized remains to be seen, DBut it §s evident that
tut helghbors aro gettiog awalicon! to tho Jdanger of
Kiganlc roonogollc in private hande; and 1t tay Lo
tooked for t1Lat some plan or owber for secuclng
efficient goverument cobttul will be devised and
acted upon ave lobg, Acothet propoeal oh the cands
te Me, Drame's Ll fur subeidising as American
ocean mall pervlee, Lo which more than vsual fropor-
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tance sttaches, from bbn peneml o Xpectation that t e biteresta an wogt] sccure the 3aee g6 of Lol daws that

authot of the 1 will econ Gike a eroing poslilon
fu Peosident Garretn's Catines Iy f= providea
that ownetw of Amedoan stognsbips ot 3040 tund and
vwrands, connlneted uitep mpproved tueds 18 und egqua
la safely, accommmlatione aud spred {o the walle
curnyinyg versels of any nation, sbiad Le cutbtlal te
Tecetve for (venn walf setvlie 230 per nautleal ttte
for the dlstance ane way foe twelvo telyps per aunum;
F15 per wllo lor twontysfour taps; and 359 per i
fot forty-cighit trlps per uhinuin; contracts tu exlent
for fMftcen yeuta. Only Amerlzan Lollt yevsels can
re. o vu thowe sulsdies; they wu-t be menned by
¢rews of wham at Jeast three-{uucths sro Amenican
cliizonn; they roust pase goverome by Inapection; and
offlierauf the Amerfian navy may Lo glveu ve yrate'
leuvo of abisrlic o 10 mezve on Loatd thess vesecle. Buth
tliess m-asures Wdicale the Jncreasing force of the
demand 1pon govetoment 0 du sumetbing mors for
tho couutzy than 1t has been dulng=tne deinand bat
Goversment shonll Assume o re  tesponsh ftity
instend of lems fur the ditection aud promoetlon ot
bunipess geremlly: In fact, the very recetse of the
Qynstheswlicsl view of the powera and datlea of
govetriueul  ‘The popuiar deruand for more snd more
vt guvernment ¢ apopeibllity, direction avd control of
business generally, for he good of tho nation at laryge,
in not weakentnyg, as Freo Tradere would have ts
belleve, but I« yearly galolog lorce In all civilised
counttles. Take, fur Instance, the pew French law
for the encouragement of French ocean shippiow,
which han now passd both Chambers, and which le
ofa very eficl-nt and thorough-golug chatacter, The
rzemple of France will surely tell on pablle oplglon
in the Unitw] Btates; and thetefure there s all the
more probabllity that Mr. Rraisw's bill, or snotber
taring the samoe object, will not be loug delsyed
Tiin 1a the way the civitized world {4 golng; the
forernost batlcns of the earth are consplcuously take
ing taelr path in a ditection cxactly the opposite of
that which has Leen prophesied for them by ¥ree
Tradery, The rtescntexample of France, Germany
and thy United States fa o =tanding lact of the time,
whichk outwelghs volutnes of Freo Trade theorles. 1f
It bo arked, wha! are thess thiee great natfoss dolng
tn mstters of trade aod Industry t—the anawer
may be given lo & word—they are each one of them
creating and devetoping for itsel{ & Natiooal Polley
The great mallway problem s another that Js making
urgent pressure upon the sttentlon of the “sssembled
wisdom " at Washington ; aod two bills proposing to
deal with It are now Lofore tho House ot Repressnta-
tlven. One, teported by the Commities on Commetcs,
{s supposed to embody such changes and concessions
as will bo acceptable to the rallway corporations, and
to the adoption of which they would not demur. The
other bil! fs & substitute offered by Mr. Ruacan, The
olbjections to tho firnt pamed, says the New York
Keonomist, ate that they aro largely indefinite im thelr
provislons, and leave unremedied, In & great measurs,
the actlous polnts o which the commercial public are
most decply interested, auch as drawbacks, rebates,
poolinge, and other manauvres 1y which discrimine.
tlons In freight charwes between Individuale and
bLetween places are curricd on.  The mme commercial
autherity, which may Lo suppesed to give the views of
the business community gencrally, says that the
Resoax bill ls unquestionably the best for the poblje
and commerels! interests of the country, as i directly
attacka tho cljcetlonalle features Juat referred to, and
doale with the greatest abuses from which the pubdlic
are now auffeeing  And to tho following extent our
contemporary defines Haelf on this groat fspue of the
present and of the future—the rallway problem :—
*Tho rallroad Ioterests of the conntry have masur+A a
charseter of national tmportanse. Hach suovemi.e rucs
witnesses the marrelions oxtendion of thess powerfal aids to
our national derelopment and commerelsl growik, sad there
le beiug concentrated In the hands of rellway mansgeren
power which [n (00 often grossly abused. During the past
yoar not lors than 2027 miles of pew track wers laid onat
Teast 24 different linver. These Agnresshow s milsage groater
than bas been constzucted by the United Stales, o any othey
country, Inany previous year. The rapld extension of mll-
roads has also enlereed beyond safe bounds the powers of the
corporations which control them. Thig eridently iz theera
of raonopolier  Practically, these different companies are
welded Into one immense organization, which play fastop
loose with the ecommezelal interests of the natlon as best
subserves their sellish purpesen, The grest indostrial and
commercisl centres of our land have oft-timee been sarlounly
and Injuniously afiected by thelr snjust schemes, aad the
titne has certainly coms when the quickened publia oplntan
aad sroussd monre of the people anto whaet la astard right
calls Toudly for such Lleirlation s wlll protec! 0o from the
tapacity of thess powerful companics. That the State bas
the 1leht to make just and equitables Jaws for the requlation
of transportation cannot be denied. Bat the problem seetasts
be ono no longor In the power of tho Hlales to polve, and that
froes the siraple fact of 1he alrcat impessibllity of secuting

frow the dufferent Hiates throonh whose several territories
theao trunk lioes pass such an unsnlmity of feeling aod

| weutd effe toatly protest tha peepie swamnet the eneacach

B¢ 14 28 Hhese copporationd, Ihercyenowe fo revtisaent in
rauws; mavegnps that in cther men, a0, withoat elan ledoat
LU to prctuise that the waalth and inBucvea these mog:
tates represeng would uot ba unf 18 oF mithout weizht i the
Tegislative balls, That-rairead cusporations have t.ghteis
not Jevied, but the people hara tightes so well,and 1o 32
teae to-Asy a8 I was whenthe tutl fird gleame J through the
brain of man 1hat the welfare aud prospetity of the mauy
shoull notbe zaerificed to the Indusidaal beoens of the few,
Wesliare with the Massaoburetts Nailroad Commincioners
the grave dovbia they egprces, ia thelt #oamuniestion to the
Charober of Commorea of thin clty. asto the advirability of
placing uzder the eontrol of 1he Natlooad Uorernmentihs
vast materiat wealth of the rallread corporations, and shoutd
prefer to tee such unankmous action on the part of tbe
different stats Jegialatares as wonld eflestutlly pemedy the
evils complalped of. The diffignities [n the way of mire
legislation are s inany and such vast interestaare involved
thet this rsilroad question ramalng the great problem of the
fateee.””

Tha Eeonormast woen clearly enough Low gigantic an evil
the suljection of Uee country 8 Lusdness to ralimay cot-
porat ona Las altcaly besonue, and that It threatens In
the future to {ncrease far leyond ita presond propee
tiong.  Bnt  aprarently cae contemporary  atill
“lingere, shivenng on tle Lelak, and fiars to lavneh
avway "—lias not yet mustered resolution enouzh Lo
sdvocata the real, radkal remady for the evil=the
omnership and contrel of all mailwaya Ly the
Natlonal Governtnent.  SUU1 dreading this last fenort,
it recrin to scek a Lislfeway testlog place in giving the
neccasary power to the variouv Btate Uovernmentt
Even thi4 Is unquestlonably a consfderable step In
sdvance, and the Anerican public are to Le congratu.
lated that an intluential commerclal Journal, reller elng
the views of buslness men, L6 alde to go even thus fae
Under the preasuro of the glgantlc abuacs corumitied
by taflway carperations, pullle opinlon wilt 1mpldly ko
tho et of the soad. The alarm felt by tho public
gencratly fa ferthier reficcted dn the following patazragh,
from the New York correspordent of the Montreal
Garetie "=

*The rerent great telegraph conrotidatlon reems to point to
s unloo of, st Lresont, sonBlicting loterests, which, If offected,
will lead to resnlts of vast importance to the country. 1
refor 1o the slliance betwesn the Vanderbilt and Gould
parties, whiloh many bellove will not be conflned to the par-
row limlee of telograpby, but will eventually lnelude the two
steat railroad systems as well. Geold and hiz asoclates
wisld & capital of 300 or 400 millions of money, reprezenting
100r 12,000 miles of railroad: tho Vanderbilt party at least
ab much, If thess two cligues ean bo brought toaetherto
work 16 upison with a joint Interest, the corabloation wilibe
irresiatible, graspivg as it will the control of tue principal
blghways of trathe betweqn New York and San Frarelsco
and south to Mealeo, 1f My, Oould can be kept from kickiog
€144 tLe tracus, there s Dothing to prevent this conpuuwrne.
tioa. Mr. Uowld hay grown witbin the last fow yearstobes
oalghty pewerin the Jand. 1o lecrerywhore. Setrco Adsy
passet but he buye, ot ledtes, or secares sontrol of a milrad,
whieh b quiatly welds loto his aystem, apparently carryiog
cut & Dreviously conselved plas. He xo. onlnbisbarrow.
lag way, addlog ok by link to hls cbaln. asd people mek
themoelres where this sort of thlag will end. Oaecan con-
otlve bim sittlngover araliroed map of (he Untited States,ae
anothet man lts over s abesaboard, quistly playing hie gy,
enly bis chesemen ate rallroade, and his boand fa the pa'lon,
Nis movesnre ssloeeratadle as fate itaell. While bhe piaya
this game, be 1o ag ublqultous ae ever in the stoek rusrket,
and & mere notlon or fear of what he Is solog t0 do or ot
#oing to do will often produnoe tesnlis squally asimportant as
ifhe did It Beldom hassash powsr forgood orerilbosngiven
to man a4 1¢ agercloed by thie sombre }ule milllonaire,
Cocamodore Yanderbilt seeme to hare foreseen the approsch
of an stiagonist ke Geuld when be made a witl leaving Lis
vast Interents aloaoat intast 1o the baads of one son, with the
{des, porhape, that thelr magnliude and walght would be
suficieat to retain for his aucoessor & positlon of commanding
infuence and powset {a the rallroad world. e never coulll
have balleved, though, that the Etle specalator, whom be
deapleed, would in & few years bulld up a rellrcad system
sad fortune ae great as his owa, and besoms a standing
menacs to Vanderbilt {nterests srerywdore. It lrnot likely
that W, H, Vanderbiit oan fellow the example of fiis father,
He has sone, and dangliters, and sone-lo law,all in socioty,
abd all with great establishments and great pesitions to ap-
hold,and when he dles the grest [sberitanes he has macaned
00 woll will cortainly be divided fato seren or elght parts,
16 the nature of things there narts will not be used to a com-
monend. Itis well 1t should b ec. for If the family estate
should be kept intaet fora few kenerations, itz final posse-sar
would be Snanelally omnipotenr. It ina very lacky thing
erenmow for Wall atreet that W. Il Vanderb 1t fs pot an
srtatio, restlews, ambitlons man Like Gould. for ha could play
the very deues with thinga if be ehore™

Tex Paclic Italway Contract DI passed it2 theed
and last resdling (o the House of Canmons on "Tueslay
night at 1t 10 In Comnittee of the Whole, over
twenty amendnients wers moved by the Oppasition,
bLut each one of then was lost. The resolutions nepe
toad & second time and reported ou Thursday moming
of st wook, aftez & very amusing all night session,
The third pending of the Bill war moved on Monday
laat, an), A8 altcady stated, the final result was reached
on Tuesday ovening. ‘Tue delate was one of tho most
prolonged that haa taken place In the House of Com-
mons of Canada, The 1l will now bLe discuseed in
the Benate
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It may nct be out o?place tobrlutly review in a setles
of actl Irs the msln polats connected with fegislation
upon the tanft  lo the spring «f 1876, when Bir
R.crax0 Cantwrioi moved tha Houxs Inte Commit.
tes of Hnpply, the Right 1lun. Bir Joux Macvorats
mosed In ameadwent sulstantialiy = tLat the Tlouse
do s ot now go ipto Commiltve of Supply, but that
there should Le sach a read’'ustment of the tanfl
which, whilet pot Imposing eny unnecearary bLundcns
oa the people, would stnaulate mod protect the agel.
cultural, manufecturing, commiercial and olber lnd'ul-
#i'ea of the country.” The smendmwot was voled
Jomp, sod ajart from the principle of Conescrvatlom
a8 agaloat Radicallsm, on which the great copatitu.
tloant party of Cansds aiways appealed to the elec.
tocale, they went to the couantry ln 1878 0a & greas
nallontl Iasue, viz, a protective as aguinat a so.called
sevenue tardff for Cansda. Now, tbe Arst question
which presents {teelt to the mind of the superfclal
student of political economy, and the one which Bir
Jotx wagaskod tu oxplalu lu hls amphitbeatre apecch,
Is how can the customs Jutles of tue counter be
doubled, or even t ebled, without {mposing hearvy
and ynaecessacy burdens on the people T “I'lio atawer
to thls questlion 18, wby transfeiring the datles from
the pecezamies to the luxuries of life” Forinstance,
tale the Amudcan taelf ol 1842, This Imposed »
daty ot be per yatd o4 plaln cotion, aud g¢ per yard
oa p.loted cottoa. Now, whai wae the elect of this
latlf T To lncreaso the peice ol colton to the cob.
suwer? Cettaloly not. 1'uo cotsequencs was—lel,
to et lode from tbe Ametican toalet neacdy ull for.
efgn cotton goods o} the same kindsasthoss madein
Awctican mllls: 2ud, to give the manutactacor 1o the
Ua'lod Hiates a cortala markel for his goods; 3ed, to
}odoce the manufscturet te obtaln (he bos: machinery
20d wo.tskilled opuratives, and expecleace peticch
1nx tLke machine.y and the operatives, whilst the re.
su't was, ae wo sald befote, to exclule neazly all for.
e'30 roanufsctused cotlon, competition 30 protecied
the cousymer, that we find in 1843, within one year
sflet this poilcy was faaugumted, cotton maoubee.
tu od goods were {n the Ualied Stater sold 10 por
caut, lower than when the tael®f was Imposed, Bos
again we find by this tarit an additional daty of
20 pet cent. was imposed 04 forlgn biardware, What
way {be consequeace? The Fipilsh manofactarer
to got & merket for hle aarplue grode, found it neces.
sacy lat, to reduce hisprofits ; 7ad, to lowerthe price
o!labor to his operatives; 3td, to {mprove his mach.
foe-y : 1o a word,to take tho means necessary 1o over.
oome the obetacles agalast which be bad to coatend
and the fact recialne that ecen foreign hardware sold
9 per cont. cheaper in Albany aod New York ja’'43
than "2, withlu one year aiter the Lari®l was fuposed,
sud thy United States making rapld strides In her
fodoeteies of irca aud steel presouts to day the te-
matkable specinle of paying more than one-hall
more for capital and labor than Englaad and at the
eatae tioe rvallng ker both in quality easd price (n
Buest productlons of steel mad fron, Jast as aute as
water will seck Its own level will capital swek ascch
channels as promise yood remuaeration. Bus hew
dossth's apply to Cannis. Waeall kiow tuat under
the 17} per ceat. tariffof Mr. Mackgyzic we wore Ima.
porting American mantfactured cottont, paying that
duty, and that whilet the Americans were payluy
wore for labor, more for capltal, more foragelcattary,
they wete nctually selling cotton maaulsctared goods
23 pet cent. cheaper and 25 per cent, botter than we
weore of conld Jn Caoads, What has besa Lhe reenls
of doubling the dutles ou forelgn coltng t=1st. To
stclade fiom oOur lome matket mearly all
10 ¢ign cotton Roods ol slmilal males to those
wo are ptoluciug Al home.  2ud. 'Fo atiract
capital and labor, Ly tho guaraotes of & certaln
macket and faic remuoeration, and, most lmportany
of all, to yedu e the price of these goods Lo the consu-.
wer, and retaln In our own oo sotry the miltious whieh
we annually eent abfoad to sustain forelga labor,
and the rerult Iy touday, that having duehled the
Costoms dutles, wo sro selllog cotton cloths as
cheap mnad of a4 goal quality as Jn the United
Stitey, andl  woollen clotha both tetter and
cheeper, How {e tile?  Capftsl and lator iy
ascleap in Canady as the United Siates ; Intellectual-
Iy and physically, we ave the ~qual ol ths Americans.
We bave the sxis of & protoctive tartlf thrown arcaad
us to gusrd us against the slaugltering prices. We
can make & thousand yanis of cotton cheaper than we

csnten or s hundred. We are developlog the morsl
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