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“HUMBLE \WEALTH"

§0l 0k alone &8 treer, oF toars fowers
uch Humble wealth mtakes ricli this catth of onre —
N ’ Leigh Lunt

' . . '

1Te who gocth forth In carnent,
Witls & wise and cheetful mind,

In the lowlieat worke of Nagyre
Wonders riré and fresh abali findd,

Every blade of grass uumrlngab,
Rvery leafies of the wood,

Every shell on Ocean's m;agln,
Iath an Influcnce for good,

Not atone fn groves majeatic,
Tz i stately ganien buw:m]

Ard et lersous mild and kindly

Tanght by sircamicie and by llowers,
. Not sl ne (0 gufEtvus landsapes

g - Of ths tealins of grape anil song,

. But to England 8 fields jand hedgerows
"Doth this priceless charm velung,

E'en tho firchsla’s mby pendants,
Or (he sweet fmnlum ¢ bloom,
Though they withe: pale and sikly
In the laborer’s humble room,
Chieer tho days of want and sickness,
Calm tho fesered thouglis to rest,
-Better bere thao in the bol! mom .
43 v, Onaepie haughtybeauty's,bresstt y -

And the suabeam fa-ml{ struggling
Through the Jarkened eontage pane,
Speaksas well as when reflecting
Blazoped pride In solemn fane,
[ -And thie brook that hummsth peaceful
\With fis ever constant flow,
Kpeakwus well as the broad nver,
Where the while winged navies glow.
P Ve h )
. Chaucer, bard of swit and wisdom
Did no? seek the ganfen oy,
Or the plearant Myog resplendent
With the dazzling hues of May ;
:But went foril tu seek she dajsy,
*Ta Hts green sectuded gest
. "For its simplc, iomely M:ulgc
Pleased hus poet miud.the best.=~0, H. B, .
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THE FAMILY TRYST.

(P20 L1GNTS AND SHADOVS'OF SCOTTISH LIFR.)
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The fire had received an dddition of a large
ash-root and'a'hedp of. peats, and was begun-
ning both to crackle apd to lilaze, the hearth-
stone was tidi'y swt cpt-thd suppet table set—
and overy seat, befich, chip, and stuvl, vecu-
ied by its Listomaly o ey, eacept tho hughy
acked, caryed, ‘antiqué, :opken, armed chaur,
belonging exglusively to the goodman. Ingo-
ceiice;“1abbut, confontment and “mijrth were |
here allase¢ribled  together ih the wide; low- ,l
roofed kitchien of this-sholtefdd farin huuse,
called, from itn sitontion..in;n Jow.woody.dell,,
1@.& Loy ! ali

¢

ppingsa completo. was  Abel Alison,|.

 himgelf; thd master and father, of the family.,,

ARG

t'seemed to them that he was rather later,

sions of his safet
Gabliigaf basos

ot .ua_tho grovel, up,

sprang half & Jozen Creatures of rarious sizes

to.hail him at the dour, and to cundact ‘the , gether -without self réproach,

; may bo.coptenyinent fuund manj 8-yl
bessdes an this cheerful, ropm agd.touod abuut '
i vuf

oW, ;. a0d all thut waa wanjiog dy make,,

colt, for so thoy continicd to call a horse
now obout fiftcen ycara -old, to his fresh
strawed stall in-the byre.  All was right—
Abel enterad.with his usual smile, his wife
helped him off with his great coat, which had
n respectablo sprinkling of snow, and stiffen-
ing of frost'y ho assumed his usual seat, or,
as his youngest son and namesake, who was
the wit' of the family, called it, his throue,
and suppor immediatol 'sm'fklnﬁ on the
board, a bossing was said, nnd o tlourish of
wooden spoons ensucd,

Supper being over, and h.contentod silence
prevailing, with-an occasional-whispered ro-
mark of merriment ot affettion circling round,
Abel Alison resfed himself with more than
his usual. formality ngainst tho back of his
chair, and putting on not an unhappy, but a
grave foce, told, his wife, and family, and ser- ‘
vants, all to make up their minds Lo hear soma
very -bad nows mncarly -afiecting themselves.
Tlioro was somethifig too anxiously eoridus in
his look, voice, and attitudo, to permit a
thought of ais wishing to startle them fofa
moment by some false alarm. So at onco they
were all hushed=youig and old—and tyrncd |
fowapds. their father with fixed countenances
and anxious oycs. .

‘Wife=-and children—~thero Is no- néed,
surely, to go round about tho ‘bush—I will
tell you the worst in a word, I am ruided.
Tha is. to say, all. my progogty is Just—gone.
—and we must; lcave the How. There s no
Dolp for, if==we wast-loave,tho Hpw... . .

.His wifo's face .grow- pale, aad" for. a short
épaco sho said nothing. A slight convulsive
motiwn wont over ali‘the ch‘cli::‘gs"ifﬂicy;ﬂnd
been Hng body; br an éléctric shock had sthick

Leavg,tlio How. ! 6rcvoica sobibing exclaiimed
it wag a femalo voice, but it was not’ re-
peated, and it was uacertain from: whom- it
came. + .. - L

' Why,-Abcl,” said. his'wife calmly, who
had ‘now- porl‘c_ctli' recovered ‘herselly ©if wo
must -ledve the How, wd must leavo a bonny
sheltered Bput_whera w0 -havo ecen many
happ; dage. But whot thenl-surcly thero,
410 €ia0 |

bicken banks aud braes. For mgacd' 0
ahall not lose a nights reat at.the thoughty if |
{ou, Abel, can~bear it,—and,God - bless gou,

this

" Abel Alison was a free, warm heorted man, |

uft},lxpp'py_g];qpuad:wq, au_\l aiwdy3 Apulh{:dd\o_.‘
Touk.at0vefy thing.an & Sswurable Yight..
wos alsu a:.must sndustrivus haid-working
mar. . But be could not alivays say. # nay,"
and what ho ocarned with -a muntl's til;,
ho had more than once ‘lost by a moment’s

for, an.ac-’
quoitanug, who had;go. such: rightful claun
upoh himg-that, acquawitanco, was a.maa.

than usual in refurning from tho city, whithor |.easy. good:nature. - Yo had _sumcting  be-.
he:wabt overy -market dag. But though. it fore imprudently Lecomo surety
Waa & boisterous- cight.in:April; with a good .
drift of snow: guing,.they. Lad .20, apprehen~: :
and wheo they Leard the | of ‘00 :pratile—mand Abcl. was. .now. ruioed.
: ¢ —uttorly. and uretnievably ruined. Uades

such :cizcumstances: ho could pot -be" alo-
and the Xiad

‘stretched out :his

"T)uvqmlf"nqwn you'bear a sgvetdr -blow than

.the .mo Y
bright blaze'un.yuur fatiier’s face—=Gud.bleas
him,

:pr

magnanimity of his wife now brought the
tehr into his eye,  # Ay-ay-Iwasjust tho old
man fu that foolish business, 1 shuuld havo re-
membered l-ou, Alice, and allny bairne, But
1 hopo—I know you will forgiro me, for hav.
ing.thus beon tho moans of bringing you all
to poverty.”

Upon this, Abel's oldest son, & young man
about twenty yoars of age, stood up, and firet
looking with the most rospectful' tendornosrs
upon Tiis father, and then with a cheerful
smilo. upon all around, said, ¢ Father, nover
more utter 'those words—nover more havo
theso thoughts. You have fed us—clothed
as—cducatod us—taught us what is our duty
to God and man, Itrcsts with oursclves.to
practise it.  Wa all lovo you—{ather, we are
all grateful—wo would all Jay down our livea
to save yours. DBut there is no nced furthat
now,—\Vhat has hanoncd? Nothing.~—Aro
wa not all woll—all strong—cannot wo aoll
wotk ? As God is my witness, and knows
my‘heast, I now declate beforo you, Father,
that this is not a visitation, but it is a blessing,
Now it will bo tried whether wo lovo you,
Father—whetlier you haso prayed ovory
morning and every night for mure than twenty
yeara, for ungrateful children—ivhether zour
toil in sun, and rain, and snow, has been
thankless - tojl—or whether we will not all
rally-round your grey head, and find it q plen-
gant shelter——a smobth pillow=and & plen..
teous board ; and with that hdé.unconscioasly,
planted his foot more firmly on the floor, and

ri(ght arm, standiog.there a
tal}, atraight, powertul strjpling, in whomthero
was visible "protection -and succour for vlf.':‘

.pafentg fn: their déclining age:
thein all sitting " togethier With.locked hijnds. |

Oino spirit. kindlgd over all~tiof.a. moment:

‘ary.flash of: enthusiaem-~not .a, mere -moves

wmeut of pity and love-towards their-father,

‘which might give way to dissatisfactlon and

despondency; but & true, deep; cléar reconcllos
mont of ‘their souls to their lot, and a vesplu-
tion not to bo shaken in its anquaking power
by mny hardships, either in anlicipation.or
reaity.  Abel Alison saw and feit thi, and
his. soul burued within hume  ++¥Wo shail ‘ail
go to service==nu shamo i thate  But wo
ohall have time coough tu ‘cunsider ot ail
thoso’ pointa’ bofore the term day. "W haso
some weehs before us-at: the Huw, aud let us
make -the mutt of them, Wify, childien, aro

‘you all happy 1"

Alt=ill—perfectly lappy—~hnppior than
ervcr——was thegeuoral burst of the sepiy.

- Sus vp that fire, my merry iitie Abeiy sa1d
wr; and.let as have .o guul,.full,

Abel brandished ad imincase poker in ‘both
honds, and afler kaauag his brows, and
threaiening. to aup & wunlituus bluw onche.
temples of the beautifil linle Alwo vn ber
stoul cluse ta the.ingle,.and at ber fathesio
feer, & practical juke .that scemed. infiaicly
amusiagy b gtve .the great ash.rout a.thump
‘that. sent a thousaud-sparkling: gems up.tho:
twude <chiinuey,. and thea placing the poker

under it Lhe o lever, ho huisted up Whe buruiirg:



