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now obtained froni coalbtar, thue impure source of so mi.y won-
dors. Such, is a discovery which bas issucd fromn the woxnb of
science, and of' science the nîost abb:tract; eonfirrning precon-
ceived ideas on the relations of conipoýýition and of atomic strue-
turc between aniliracene, alizarin, and the intermediate terms.
And this wiil not be the last protinet of' ibis beautiful develop-
ment of chemistry. Future conceptions on the intimnate structure
of complex organie compounds nill Ibý so many landinarks for
new syntheses, and hypothieses rigoruusly dcduced Prom acquired
principies will ho fruitful in tlue happiest applications.

Saccharine matters, alkaloids, atler comnplex bodies whio.'e
properties and diverse transformations are activeiy inivcstigated
with, a view of deducing their molccular constitution-ail these
substances may ho artiflciaily rcproduccd, as soon as this pro-
paratory work, so difficuit and often emigyso, uscless, viii,
have sufllciently advanced. So fine a programme justifies the
great efforts whichi have bceen made) iii our days, in tlîis direc-
tion. To discover, to analyse, to study, to classif'y, reproduce
artiflcially so xnany diverse sub:t.inccs, to st.udy their internai
structure, to indicate their useful applications; to surprise, in a
word, tie secrets of N~ature and to iiiîatte lier, if not i n bier pro-
esses, at least in some of lier produetions-suueh is the noble aimi
of contemporary science. She cain oniy reacli it by the sure but
slow paths we, have indicated; experinicnt guidcd by theory. Iii
ehienistry, at least, omnpiricisin lias hiad its day; problemns, clcarly
statedeinust be boldly faced, and hienceforth the rational con-
quests of experiment -will only leave a place more and more
circumiscribcd for fortunate find.s and tic burpris-es of the crucibie.
Away, thon, -wifl flue detractors of thecory, vwho go in quest of di,.-
coveries wbiehl they can neither forc,,cc nor pre pire;- they reapl
wbec they have not sown. Btut you, courageuws workers, who
trace mcthodicaily your furrows, i. congratulatc you. You inay
be somectimies deceived, but ýour woik wiIl bc fruitfai, and the
gods wvhichi you amass, will be the truc tre..ure of' science.

Wiil not this science ho oiic day cîbrasdand as if ieiicum-
bered with so uelu riches, aid Nwill the strongst~ uneunory bc
able to support ail the weigJît? If.the danger cxists. there is u
îueed to féar it. l'le cisiianof' ail these nîiater1;ILS iill frec
us froîîu enib.irrassient. In a eI-ragdedifice, cadi Stone
requires to bo prcl):red bufore taking its place;- but the con-
struction acconipliàbed, ahl do not strike thie eye equaliy, tlîougli
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