ONIAL CHURCHMAN.

POETRY,

F'oom the * Christian Keepsahe , and Migsionary Aanual,”
for 1847,

TRAVER FOR MISSIONS.
Recommended to the Young.

Niaur wraps the realm where Jesus wolke,
No guiding star the magi see,

Aud heavy hangs oppression’s yoke,
Where first the Gospel said, ** be free.”’

Aud where the harps of angels bore
High message to the shepherd-throng,

¢ Good-will and peace,” are heard no more
‘T'o murmur Bethlehew’s vales along.

Swarth Iadia, with her idol-train,
Bends low by Ganges’ worshipp’d tide,
Or drowns the Suttee’s shrick of pain
With thundering gong and pagan pride.

On Persia’s hills the Sophi grope;
Dark Burmah greets salvation’s ray;

Fven jealous China's door of hope
Unbars, to give the Gospel way.

Old ocean, with his isles awakes,
. Cold Greenland feels unwonted flame,
And humble Afric wondering takes

On her sad lips a Saviour’s name.

Their steps the forest-childien stay;
Bound to oblivion’s voiceless shore,
And lift their red brows to the day,
Which from the opening skies doth pour.

Oh! aid with prayer that holy light,
Which from eternal death can save,
And bid Christ’s herald speed their flight,

Ere millions find a hopeless grave.

Kneel, while unsullied youth doth glow
Resplendent on the blooming cheek,
And for the climes of hexthen wo,
A blest Redeemer’s favour seek.
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My God! T adove Thee!
Receive the freed vipit
In gladuess befure Thee,
A crown to inherit;
Take the gem that Thou gavest;
Take the lower Thou dost sever;
Take the soul that Thou savest: —
It is Thine—aund for ever !

From the Boston Recorder.

HYMN FOR SICKNESS.
This life, with all its thousand ties.
Is but a loan from thee,
Our God, whose goodness gilds the skies,
Whose power controls the sea,

Thinaare its early joys, that spring,
Like flowers, where’er we tread,

And thine, its ater comforts too,
When brighter hopes are fled.

Thou Muker of this curious frame,
Who know’st its every pain,

And bid’st its broken wheels roll on
When man’s weak help is vain.

Still plainly as thy might is seen,
Thy blest compassions shine,

So would we peaceful rest our souls
Upon thine arm divine.

And clinging to our Saviour’s cross,
Supported by his love,

Pass through this changeful life below,
To deathless life above.

From Litursica, by Rev. John Ayre, A.M.

THE BURIAL SERVICE.

Blend sweetly with the classic page,
The love of heaven, sublime and fair,
51 beauty’s brow, though dim with age,

The lustre of the soul shall wear.

L.ILS. |

THE DEATH OF THE LAST CHILD,
By the Rev. Tiosas Davrr, A. M.
(From the Christian Keepsake.)
Farewell, my young blossom!
The fairest, the ficetast:
The pride of my boso:m,
The last—and thc sweetest!
On thce my heart center'd
All hopes carth could cherish:
The spoilcr hath cutered,
And thou, too, must perish!

I see thy bloom wasting,
And cannot restore it;
The end now is hasting—
"Tis vain to deplore it.
Could prayers detain thee,
As pale thou art lying,

I woull not enchain thee
To live ever-dying!

To linger—to lungnish—
That life may be sorrow:
Through the night pain and anguisk,
Nv iest on the morrow.
Ol, suou may deep slumber
In mercy steal o’er thee!
Earth can but encumber,
And Heaven is before thee ?

Some of the objections most frequently urged
against the ritual of the English church, are made
to her occasional offices. In the burial service,
for instance it isoften asserted that the minister pro-
nounces the salvation of the deceased certain, even
though his preceding life may have been unchris-
tian, and his character notorious: ¢ we therefore com-
mit his body to the ground....in sure and certain
hope ofthe resurrection to eternal I'fe.” Now though
indisputably the church intended to use the language
of charity respecting those whose bodies she thus con-
signs to the grave, yet it is most clear that she
never meant to affirm of erery man that he will rise

—t

to sry, that the fact is otherwise, and that chrity,
wngupporled by fact, is misplaced: it is not easy—y
is bardly possible—to say, on what other prixciply
public prayer can be offered. ‘The prayers of dig
sonters are obliged to rest on exactly the san
basis. I reles, in illustration of this point, to an an
ecdote related in the memoir of Legh Richmon,
That venerated clergyman was present, in a priviy
family, when the late Mr. A. Fuller, a leading dis
senter of his dny, who bad objected on the ground
have mentioned, to the service-bcok, offered upj
prayer. Mr. R. afterwards addressed him—* Yo
pray eris liable to the same objection which yon mak
to the rervices of our church.  Your petitions f;
pardon and grace, your acknowledgment of guilt
your hopeand confidence in God, were all gede
rally offered up, without qualification, as ex:
pressive of the feelings and sentiments of the whol
assembly.” ¢ How would you have me pray?’3
‘Precisely as you did,but youmust no fonger adhen
to your objection: for you were not warranted t
believe, except in the judgment of charity, that af
the menbers of the family were sincere \vorshippo}{
You bave this night authorized the principle, on whie
our services were constructed, by your example,
So long as an individual is not removed by the sem
tence of a competent tribunal, from the communiod
of the church, he must be admitted a partaker ofa
the outward privileges ofthe fuith{ul. It might pe
baps be well to draw the reins of ecclesiactical diseid
pline tighter : it would not be well tolower the seri
vices of the church to the standard of the world.

~
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Practical sarcasm.—Oue of the most ingenious pras
tieal sarcasms ever made use of, was tiat of the |

Rev. Robert Hall, addressed to a clergymaa who b
obtained a lucrative living after a change of rel'
ous opinions. Mr. Hall pressed him hard upon th
question of church reform. The gentleman’s com
stant answer to the arguments addressed to bis
was, ¢ [ can’t see it,” ¢ | don’t see it,” ¢ I can’t s
that at all.” Atlast Mr. Hall tooka letter from ha
pocket, and wrote on the back of it, with his penei
in small letters, the word ¢ Goo.” ¢ Do you se
that ©* ¢ Yes.” He then covered it with a piece o
gold. ¢Doyousecit now?? ¢No.” I mustwil
sou good morning, sir,’ said Hall, and left himt
his meditations, :

e |

THE CHRISTIAN KEEPSAKE
And Missioxary ANNuas for 1836, and 1837; °
Doddridge’s Family Expositor; Doddridge’s Rise
Progress of Religion in the Soul; Cooke's General anf
Historical View of Christianity, 3 vols; Brown’s Life e,
Hervey : Brown’s Essay on the Exi.:ence ofa Suprem
Creator, 2 vols ; Bickersteth’s Scripture Help; Bicker:

to eternal life. The words are ¢ in sure, &e. of
the resurrection,’—the resurrection generally, not,,
necessarily thatof pasticular individuals. But the,
question is incontrovertibly settled by the fact, that

steth on prayer ; Bickersteth on the Lord’s Supper
Amcrican Almanac, and Repository of Useful Knowledgs
for 1836, and 1€37 ; New Brunswick Church Harmony
Bibleg and Common PrayerBooks varioussizes & bindings

at the last review the sentence was changed: it/ Burketton the New Testament, 2 vols; Stebbing’s Hit
formerly stood ¢ in sure and certain hope of resurrec-tory of the Chnst:_an Ch}xrch, 2 vols., L.ardncr’s (Rev.Nd
tion to eternal life ;’ an alteration was made, and{D.D.) Works, with a life hy Dr.'Ksp;‘ns, 10 vols ; Ma
the article ‘the’ was inserted, on purpose to shew|on self-Knowledge ; Murray’s Historical Account of Di
that the sense is general, as I have exphined it. cgvcries and Travels in North America, including th

The cxpressions of the buriul service may be de-|United States, Canada, the Shores of the Polar Se.a, and
fended upon solid grounds: the real objection, there-'the Voyages in search of a North West Passage, wztl:":
fore, is only that many hearers are not acquaint-servations on Emigration, illustrated by a Map ot 1\9 v
ed with the explanation, and may misunderstand them.America, 2 vols. for TEN SuiLrings! the R'epubhc ;
But as it has been acknowledged by a writer who;Letters, 4 vols; Robertson’s Works complete in one vol
wishes them altered, ° it is far more casy to sce the{Gibbons’ Rome in one vol ; Rollin’s Ancient History
difficulty, than to remedy it. Shall we have a neu-one vol ; Saturday Magazine, in monthly parts, pat
tral form which says nothing? or, shall we have one{lto ,orinvols.vols1109; Scott’s Bible, 6 vols ; Trig
form for be'ievers, und another for the wicked, leav- lott Evangelists, interlincar; Valpy's Greek Testame
ing each clergyman to make his choice between with English notes, 3vols ; Walker’s Key to the Class
them? This is a responsibility which no clergs man cal Pronunciation of Greek, Latin, and Scripture propl
wonld dare to be charged with, The alteration, orjnames. For sale by
omission of 8 very few words, would, however, in
this instance, ease the minds of many; though, when

C. I Bsncusn.;ji
Halifax, May 7th, 1836. s

O loveliest'—O dearest!

When anguish oppressed thee
Bly avm still was nearest,

My prayer still hath blessed thee
But now all is ended:

llow welcome that sighing'
My praycr hath ascended,

"IIZS heard!—She is dying!

these words are altered, the service, as @ whele, still
supposes the departed person a true servant of Christ,
jand therefore,in its spirit, is inapplicable to the case
ofthe wicked. The question goes to the structure of
all our services,and must be looked at, and dealt
with, as a whola.’
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