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Sweet babeI twice rescued from the yawning
grave,,.:

The flamns tremendous and the furious wavc;
May a third life thy spirit ncet,
Even life eternal at thy Saviour's feet.

The bottle with the paper, the shawl in
which, lis mother wrapped hin on that
eventful day, and the pair of shoes knitted
for him by Hannahi More, were among thue
collection of relies treasured to the last by
Mr. MacGregor.

in the following year, in command or the
93rd Highlanders, Colonel MaeGregor was
stationed in Nova Scotia ; and the influence
which the Christian soldier was able to

exercise over his mon was as gratifying as

it was striking. All. attended divie wor-
ship, each possessed a Bible and a copy of
the Scotch version Of the Psalms ; and as
muany as 700 of .the company nighut have
been seen at -one time partakimg of the
Lord's Supper. .In the year 1838, the
Colonel becamue Inspector-General of the
Irish Constabulary, and his son, who had
been at school at Canterbury, spent sone

tiime at Trinity College, Dublin, wlience
ho removed to Trinity College, Cambridge.
At the English University ho won two

first clases and vas a wrangler. He took
his degree of M:A. and bocame a member
of the Inner Temple; being called to the
*Bar. in 185L Even whilo at Cambridge
lie developed th same cmbimiation of hihu1
Christiaui 'character - with energetic par .
ticipition- iii every nhnly pursuit, for.which
he was allthrough life distixguished. A
diligent teacher lntube:Jesus Lune Sunday-
school, never ashamed tc bo known as:a
deciledly dhristian man, and over seeking
tô influence:others -for good lie yet entered
keenly 'io toathletics, tmnd;, takmixg up bout-;
ing with a wonderful zest; ivnlhis reputa-
tionlösoarsmanm and rowed in tlÏe First

Triiity, Eiglht. He visited Paris during
the-Revolution of 1848, and in the follow-
ing-year made a long tour in Europe, the
Levanti, and the HolyI]and. Alittle book
un1der the title of "Three Days in the

ast" was the outcomé of this, and was
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s in tho North niermark with deepen;
rig iit'erest the calling hone .one by one

'of the few remaining ' pre-Disruption
worthies," so in receit years.l ave we in
the South soi-rowfully noted howý the
pioneers of home missions, the noble spirits
whoh allied round the great Earl of Shaftes-
bury in his labors on belhalf of. the poor
añd pe'ishing, the survivors of the nemor-
able Revivals of 1859-60, are one after an-
other pàssing te rest in the presence of the
Kingý To this goodly company tlis dis-
tinguished traveller, author, and Cliristian
worker belonged..

-John MacGregor, whose family came of
a famous Scottish clan, wvas born at G raves.
end, on January 24th,1825. His father,
General Sir Duncan MacGregor, was at
that timue Major in the 31st Regieiont,
and was thenl under orders for India.
.Within a few weeks. of' bis birth lis

parents, taking the infant vith then, em-
bàrked in tl'e "' Kent" for the East. How
that ship cauglit fire in the Bay of Biscay,
and how 577 %vere saved out of the 642

persons on board, has often been told.
Before the "Cambria,' the rescuing vessel,
hove in siglit, the following last message,
hâd been writtei by the father and placed
in a bottle, ready to, drift ashore

The ship the "Kent" Indiamnan, is on lire.
Elizabeth. Joanna. and mysclf comnitour spirits
into the bands of our blessed Redeemer. His
grace enables us to .be quite composed in the
awful prospect of entering éternity.

Instead of being thrown into the sea
the bottle in which the paper was placed
was left in the cabin, and more than a
year and a half later it was picked up off
the Barbados, between three and four
thousand miles away. The infant John
MacGregor ivas the first to be taken on
board the "Caibria," whichi, as a little
craft. of .200 tons, had somne difficulty in
finding rooma for an accession to its com-
pany of 577 terrified people. One by oner
as the fire reached them, the loaded guns
went off, and soon .after the captain,. the
last man to quit the deck of the ".Kent,"
had left, the powder magazine blew up
with a deafening report.

Witln two ionths of this escape the
baby boy caime under the notice -of the
venerable Hannah More, who presented a
pair of shoes of lier own knitting, vith. the
verse:

towns that persons vere in the habit of
getting their shoes blacked in the streets
lie thouglit that foreigners coming over to
the Great Exhibition of 1851 voild reauire
this want supplied, and that this' inight
furnisli an opening for boys fréquenting
ragged 'schools. As* tho· result,, in that
year;above thirty of these boys, eaci of
whose histories had been carefully gone
into;Marched through the Great Exhibition
in those red jackets with which ve are
noNv so familiar at various stations in the
.metropolis. The . novement grew and
.prospered, and has been one of increasing
success. .The boys tlhemselves were and
are trained ii habits of religion and thrift,
and very many of theni, a"fter saving suffi-
cientifrom their earnings; have from year
to yearm.exiiigrated to Aierica or our own
Colonies*. and aftervardsý risen to occupy
respönl~e xind u'sful posii.ons.

The story of -Mr. -MacGregor's early
labors in the open air, of his share in found-

ing-the Open-air Mission, and of bis subse-
quent association with the devoted Gawin
Kirkham, fori also a deeply-interesting
chapter in his life. His famous plea for
open-air preaching, "Go out quickly," lias
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intended to.. illustrate Scripture customs
and allusions.

In 1847 MacGregor threwhimself heartily
into the Ragged School enterprisé, then
.but three years' old, and became one of
Lord Ashley's right-hand men. Engaging
in the. work.of teaching, the new recrùit
.caughb.the fullspirit of the movement, and
soon-learned to use his;pen effectively and
well on its belalf. He -remained on the
,council of the Ragged School Union to the
last, although iii recent and feebler years
unable tO take active part, and rendered
for forty ycars inost valuable and self-
denying service to this great cause. :

Be3sides, as-one who knew hi well re-
cords, there vas one branch which he made
peculiarly his own. The history of the
origin and progress of the Ragged School
Shoeblack Society is detailed by Mac-
Gregor's vigorous and humnorous pen in
the Ragged School Union Quarterly Record
of October, 1878, and those whose privi-
loge it vas to be associated with him in its
formation recall with interest those even-
ing gatherings of the few young lawyers
who, in the early part of 1851, used to
meet in a small alley at the back of Coutts'
.Bank to assist in carrying out his scheme.
The idea had suggested itself to Mac-
Gregor by his having noticed in foreign
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beeiiiidelycirculated by tans of thousands,
and bas done much to encourage Gospel
testimony under the open canopyof heaven.
It is noted by a writer in the Record that:-.

In the coi'se of his open-air discussions ho
calne Io be in friendly relations 'with one noter!-os infidel locturer, and afteriyards visited hlm
in his own home when laid asideby an apparently
fatal inalady. Who shall say what may have
resulted froin such Christ-lik sympathy ? Ho
always made a conscience of proparing vcrv
carefuily for his addresses in the open air, and
espccially with referenco te infidel argumenuts.
feeling oxtremely tho Importance -fa oin n 0,
and of conducting ail sucli discussions and con-
troversy in a spirit of candor, fairness, and
accuracy,

Further, Mr. MacGregor was practically
the founder of thePure Literature Society,
which has dono good service in diffusing
sound, wholesome literature, and. in forra-
ing working imen'alibraries. While health

permitted, he was also an active member
on the coinniittee of the Britishand Foreign
Bible Society; he shoved simnlir interest
in the work of the Refornatory and Refuge
Union, while lie was also honorary secre-
tary of the Protestant Alliance. In short,
lie vas just the kind of colleague whoi
Lord Shaftesbury most highly prized,
utterly unselfish, hard working, and open-
handed in giving to a degree which made
himi an example to all.

So far ve have confined ourselves to Mr.
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MacGregor's Christian service, but ]is
fainiliar cognonoi, "RobRoy," ývas earned
in another fashion. Ho vas, as many
are aware, an adventurous canoeist, loving
to traverse alone the rivers of our own and
other lands. The experiences thus gained
lie publislhed in a series of "Rob Roy"
volumes, which attracted considerable-at-
tention, while ho afterwards gave "Rob
Roy" lectures, the profi ts öf vhich were set
apart for Christian work. In all bis voy-
ages lie was never satisfied unless even his
recreation was made to redoundto tbeglory
of (od. ,Vhen enjoying an excursion on
lake, river, or sea, he alvays embraced the
opportunity to circulate evangelical publi-
cations from which the:poople night learn
the Gospel, Apart froui this .it is. almost
impossible to over-estimate the enjoynent
hé: derived .froin excursions wlüich were
often attended with perils such as would
hab cowed the liearts o less hardy adven-
turers. In a letter to, Mr. G. Kirkhai in
January, 1869, lie wrote

Just think, for instance. of my fdrst day on this
lovel Lako of Goiinesaroth. 1 sat in my "Rab

oy"I n the centre of tie nortbern part of the
ya. Th hilis on shoro wnre about threo miles

offon either hand. Tho air wns balmy. like the
finest June day in England. Tho sun shoai, but

veiled bya delicate contoIr cf fleecYclouids. Th
water was. bine; and, witbouit a ripple. The

sounds of sheep bleating and streamlets gurglingwcre thoýonl music';-and thora I rondijn my,
Testament Jon vi., following ovry incidet b
actually looking'at the plcsmentioned, Fina-
ly, I went te tliosiot wiero the Apostles started
in thuir boat, and I rowcd to tventy-flvo or:
thirty fuxrlongs " whbe. thîey. had tôilId. tbraugh.
In the direction of Capernaum.

He had visited Greece and the enpire of

the Sultan whîen lie was twenty-six years of
age'; lie ascended Mont Blanc, and trav-
elled through Canadaand theUnited States.
le appears to have also written interest-

ing accountfs of all lis adventures, and
while in America lue gave a numberof ad-
dresses. He vorked well both vith pen
and pencil, and the proceeds, of his, work
were givento philanthropic objects. Thou-
sands of pounds vere also rêalized for
various Christian institutions by the « Rob
Roy" lectures. The profits of one. of his
books relating te a voyage along the coasts
of France and England vere -given to a
fund which provides prizes for boys, leav-
ing various training-ships.

" Rob Roy" in oe of lis wor-ks boldly
defends his practice of distributing evan-
gelical literature and tracts. So far froin
foreigners resenting such gifts, they ac-
cepted them as kindly gifts vhich won their
good opinion. Apart from lis Christian
character and zeal, he made his mark in
literary and scientific pursuits of a more
generalkind. Occasionally, lie read papers
before the British Association and the
Society of Arts ; and le made soine exten-
sive researches .in reference to the history
of due steanm engine. It is, however, us
a friend of poor children, and of the poor
generally, that "Rob Roy" will be remnem-
bered. Whuen lue became a member of the
first School Board for London he gavo up
his law practice in order the more tho-
rouglly to do vlat vasneeded. Who will
supply his place at the Council Board of
the Ragged School Union, Open Air Mis-
sion, and other institutions with which he
vas associated?

Some years ago Mr. MacGregor mnarried
a daughter of Vice-Admiral Sir J. Craw-
ford Caffin, wio survives her husband.

Rev. W. T. McCormick, of Brighton,
writes as follows, summing up lis career

His life wvas a remarkable one, in some r-espects
erfcctly uniquei. in < vasadistinguiscd travel-

ler, asclf-donyxng plulntbropist. aliard worlccr,-

aid a devotc Cistian. As a nan of iron will,
lrmuness, and intropidity, he vas able to acconm-

plislî much tha other mon 1ould net aveu face.tcnsa fascinting-compain, and au attrac-
tive public speaker and lecturer. His able dis-
cussions with infidels and others were well known
somne thirty years ago. I have heard him dis-
cuss in the open air hiti the secretary and aiso
%vîth the trc'asurcr cf the "Sectilarists' Socioty"ý

Sunday afLer Sinday, until both infidels were
driven from the fleld. I have nlsolistened to lis
able and successful debate, which lasted nine
months, wit hi a learned Roman Catholie of great
owerand distingi.ished parts. I wellremenber

Iis taking nie to visit an infldol-a writer, of no
mean prctcnsions-who. iu a serious illness, badbeca forsaken by luis atheist companions, but
whom " Rob Roy" had supplied with nocessaries
during bis long affliction. Uisnuailafterordsbecaue a trýucdise.ipleof Christ. Tho amnoîut f

good that Mr. Mac regor vas pormitted to uc-
complish In public and in private during his lifeeternity ulone can revcai.

t e hyave bafore us, as we write, Miss
MacGre'or's letter te Mr. Kirk, penned
within a few hours of lier father's death.
Although not written for publication, tho
following touching words may be quoted
"Our precious father went home to glory
yesterday evening." 4fter three* days'
delirium followed by unconsciousness, "a
gleaum of consciousness returned, and lue
smniled so sweetly te us, and when mother
spoke te him of goinug te be with the Lord,
lie said, ' l'Il go te see him.' . . . What a
blessed exchange it is for hii. Though the
blank is se terrible to us, we would not wish
liim back for a moment."-The Christian.

THE PRIVILEGE OF TEACHING.
Not long ago we heard the eicient

superintendont of a large Sabbath-school,
while addresssing the teach'ers, refër in-
cidentally te the privilege they eiijoyed
every Sabbath afternoon whuen teaching.
Undoubtedly that. is one of the besiu ways
of putting the natter. Teaching iín the
SabbatlV-school may be a duty,'but it is a

privileeo as ivèll. So is doing of the Lord's
work li any department. An eider wlio
does lhis ork well receives as much gofi
as lue gives. Sn does a-deacon, a manager
or omee-eaerr f îny kind.- Preaching
inay be.à duty, but*it is also ,ne of tho
highest privileges a human being can eujoy.
A minister vhuo talks about the " drudgery
of preaching," as ve once heard one talk,
should boasked te chgnge his character
or his vccation.-Caiada .Presbyterian. I


