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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

A 5ERMON ON THE DEATH OF, THJE LATE KING.

And Hfezekiahi slept with his Fathers, and they buried him in
the chiefest of the Sepulchres of the sons of David, and all
Judah and th( inhabitants of Jerusalem did him honour at
Ais death.-2d Chronicles, xxxii. 33.

IT was the. custom in ancient Egypt to examine tith
geat solemnity the character of their deceased Sovereigns,
'id to deny theman honorable burial if they were found

nworthy. There is reason to believe that a similar cus
tom prevaited among the Jews; for we frequeitly read in
the history of their Kings, that the wicked were excluled

mfrom the sepulchre of King Dav id, nor were any attended
1t the;r graves with public marks of reverence and affec-

'tîon, unless' particularly celebrated for the uprightness o
their conduct. lu allusion to this practice, the sacred his
tirian mentions that the inhabitants of Jerusalem and al
ilodah, deeply sensible of the greatness of their loss, did
Oçzekiah honor at hib death, and buried him in the chiefest

of the sepulchres of the sons of David.
This excellent Prince, on his accesbion to the throne, far

ron imitating the wicked example of his father, whose
idlatry had reduced his kingdom and subjects to the mos
Aëplorable situation, habtened to remnove the cause of their
4"- ities by restoriig the pure worship of Gqd. ie caus-
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