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ON FIBST SEEING THE ST. LAWRENCE.

Y CnAs. nENIRY LUtDRIs.

AR bcyottl the grey autumtnal eaiiiwula,
Pawt tho thickets lung with gold amd red,

Wiere tiu laads are ttellowcil by the iazes,
Flows a streai by ttnigtty rivers fed.

Long I look upon its distant current,
Flashing 'mid eipurplcd fieldas of itist,

Like a flexile chain of burnisivd silver
Oni a cloth of s4ilken ant.ethîyst.

llow serencely flowd the stately river
'Twixt. its fertile shores so calmly blue ;

Lo ! it is a hand Divine that guides it,
As il. guides the whaole Creation througi. l

Thoit aud I are flowing downat together,
Thou oit liquil axles, I on stcel;

But tu ituorin vill see mny jonliety ended,
While thy conistnt passing 'twvill reveal.

Yet, O rivor, that lotthseetn forever
Destiied to purstue that shinling vay,

Thou one day shalt vaniih into etiter -
Gail bas said that, I all livu for aye.

-Lulicsa' Ilone Joumda.

A FORAGER OF TIE FLOATING FIELDS.

DY EnMUND COLi.iNS.'

O NCE iii every 'year, utsually towanis the first of Marci,
the great fields of ice Litt form during the winter iin
extreme naorthern waters, break away froi tieir
moorings and go ioving away tow'atnis souitherni lati-

tides. I suppose Nature jrovides Ithat the great oceait tide
fromt nlortherin ses shall set imiore strotngly towards the soith
in spriig ixtorder flit the ice formned in winter imay miielt iii
sununîaaer, and the seas that waashi the coast of Grceeilantid le
open. With the enormous fils in teir southen excursion,
comie the great icebergs whici later oi get freed fromt the
rielis aid menace life iii the track of ocean ships. Ot these
flocs, too, millions of seals get a free passage to wariter
waters, briniging forth tLueir yoting ont the cold, siiiiy, sea-
bilue pantis of ice. lit it gets ore passegers thait the ssals.

There lives, as iy realera knaow, in lands wiere the
grouid is wlite wa'ith siiow two.tliins of the year, a smili
fox whicl prowls over the barren and rocky wastes winter
and siiimiaer. Ia the suunnîîer le is a pale yellow, somîew1at
the color of the toss-overd regionts wlere lie as hais den.
While the snow is oil tLie grouind ie cana get food enotgt
for imtself and lis family ; iut, wlien ithe early, bitter winter
begiis to pipe over the natked wastes, ail the .miiiiails uîpon
whici lie prayed hide tltv'tttaaeia'es in liles in the gnoniid or ii
tiick, warii places in the scrub woods, so tait lc is sorely
pressed to fintd food, often scaiipering fifty or sixty iailes over
Lte lihar ntiow diriing a nighit, Shuld a ligtglaa i some
sil-tered iaook oi tiese cold shores, hlis little eyes glisten,
how firtively le steals towari the house, avoidiig aniiy
approacli tat ;Ihows the mark of hatîtuxnau feet ! Then should
lie, by lais keena scent, couae to kiow thiat an1y fowls are
hoised here, lie wvill look evervwltere for an openintg to
eniter ; and if lie finid ntone lie ivill rettrna a simuali way and

iwait till the day comes. Shoild the day bu fairly fine le
becomes alert, watching for the relciase of the fowls frot
their bouse. Shouhl he notice a human fori, he croucies
on the sniow, feeling secure ; for vith the first winter drifts
his coat turis as white as the snow' itseif. Natture in this
way stands loyally by him, as she duoes by the veasel, the
hare and the ptarmnigan.

Bit at ne :lriôd of wintcr, or rather in the early
spring, the wihite foxes have a great joy il their hearts.
Jlow they long for the coming of the bright, early March
morningl There is not a white fox whose heart does not
thrill at the couing of tiis Lime, as it is a season of long
marches and delightful scamttperings uider the cold, glary
sun, wvith onle continual round of feasting. For toward the
lirst ofBMarch the great ice4toets heave in sigit, draw narer,
and presently uish thecir great, solid edges upon the land,
completely blotting out the sea. Yesterday there was a
liimitless expanse of shiny biue or raging, temps-eten
water; now there is only the unîbroken ice-lel, ais solid
lnider the foot as the eternal hills.

Then the white foxes comle galloping over Lte snxov
frot east, west, north and outh ; they crawl out of their
burrows anong the rocks or under the ridges, naîking their
waty -for the coast. If the wind blows steadily iii, aid it
looks like a breeze thlat lias cone to last for a good while,
they have no hesitation in venturing forth. The Eskimo,
wrapped in his sealskin clothes, anad the fisheraian, maaîkinig
ready his scalping knife and towlinîes, kntow thait tlhey shouîld
bc abroad ot the floe wlen they sec the nimbaîîle-footed white
fox riunninag away frou land. The first food usually iin
the way of this siiowy Reynard is the sea birds, which are
compelled to go tpon the ice when the water is all closed up.
They squat tiopishly on the cold ice cakes, utterly bewil-
dered and apparently liaving lost the use of tLicir wings.
Reynard comae up, cuts their throats, and drinks lte rich,
warm blood ; then scapiaîers off aigain. Soietimes lie
returas to land, briingitg with hixim a six potund iorthernî
diver, which he either carries and leaves in lis den or bides
till his foraging is cnded.' If lie should find io sea birds,
iten he quests till lie coues uapon a covey of seails. If tlere
are no younig seals yet hsorni lie prowls about till they
appear ; then lie gels many a rici feast.

But the "cats," as lte tiny baby seais are called, grow
very rapidly, and aire soon too large a prey for the white
entemy. Then appuears ainother resource for the luingry
littie hiutier. Far aiway across the lue, sui.drenîcied ice,
and clear atgainst the sky, lis starp eyes sec a ship, a shtip
whviici, his inastiLnct t'idls hilmt, is iaiutmed by lititers wlo will
sooni provide himt food. The aalwartscal iuter, with his
gaff uîpon htis shoulder and lis sharp knife in lis sheati,
secs coveys of white foxes scurryiing abouit, frequiently stop-
ping to observe lis iîovemlaents. Whei lie strips the skin
aniid bîliber pelt off the white coat s ia, he leaves the rest,
of the animal uipon the ice; an1d as soot as lie lias departed
Reynanr falls tA fastiig.

Ili the early part of spring, these foxes seau more bold
-aid are not, frigltened to bo so far from ltd, for they know.
that the ice at lis tiie isually presses iard agaiist lte
shore. But as the season advatces they get wary, and sceim
always Lo be iii dreaid. Seal Iuniters tell ie that tLieir
instinct is unrniig in forecastixg an off wimd. Frequently
in calm wieather I have seena tien scurryinig for the land
and I hiave naever ktown ana off-wmavd not to follow. They
are iii deadly drad of getting awiay froin reaci of iand, for
the flou drifts to muore soutithern watens, and thecre disperses
aind inits, Soictiies the seal.uanters sec tLiem i sore
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