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REALITY

JAMES JOHNSTON, M.D.

DR. JOHNSTON will be remnem-
bered as having preached in several
of our churches before going to
Africa. He had a successful miission
anion- the blacks ini Jamaica, and
was inipressed with the thouglit Jiat
converted negroes would mnake ad-
inirable inissionaries to the Dark
Continent. He, therefore took
with hini a party oi six Jamaicans
and safely made Ihi3 journey of ex-
pfloration.

" During a period of twenty
mionths he crossed South-Central
.4frica, travelling four thousand five
hundred miles, mostly on foot, and
alone so far a., a %white companioti
is concerned-passing through num-
erous savage and -hostile tribes,
traversing areas hitherto reported
too pestilential for exploration,
surmountingr natural obstacles which
have been" represented as insur-

*ROMANCE.*

ao untable, and penetrnt ing regions
where no white nian had ever guzie
before. In ail that longy journey he
never once found hirnself pronipted
to fire a shot in anger, or coznpelled
to dIo so in self-defence against a
human enemiiy ; while lie cati say
îvhat perhaps no other manl wlio
bas crossed Africa can-that of
the many native carriers who tra-
velled with hizn he did flot lose onie
by death. He went anong the
fiercest tribes, not as a, conquerer
and master, but as a friend, and
seeking to leave a trail behind hini,
not of blood and hate, but of î>eace
and good-will."

The peaceful journeys of sucli
meni as Livingstone and Johinston,
are in a renmarkable contrast to the
warlike excursions of Baker and
Stanley, and certainly seern to de-
mnonstrate that there ivas no need
of the wholesale slaughter of the
natives described in Stanley's book.
Dr. Johinston is exceedingly out-
spoken in his criticisrns of Stanley.
HB, does miot hesitate to pronounce
sonie of his statements as gross
exaggerations.

Dr. Johnston traversed the region
whieh lias since hecorne famnous as
the scene of the Matabele war, and
visited the strange pre-historic ruins
which. have been claimed as relies
of the lost, city of Ophir. He
criticises very freely the policy anid
conduet of the British South African
Coriipany, and dispels a good deai
of the glamnour that lias invested
part of the Dark Continent.

Hie is equally frank in his criticism
of midssionary methods and thoir
successes. While somre of these
criticismns may be deserved, others,
we thix1k, are too sweeping, and
founded upon too narrow an obser-
vation. Hie visited, it is true, a
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