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some boy of twelve, with a winning face and curly brown hair, and saw
with pleasure the great lovo lie bore his father, whieh vas every day
increasing, promising a full return fbr ail the anxiety lie endured wlen
ho rescucd hun from under the train.

MASONIC FUNERALS.

In looking over the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of the District
of Columubia, we were struck with the apposite remarks of Grand Master
Charles F. Stansbury, in bis annual address, on the su bject of the sparso
attendance of Masons on the funerals of their brethiren. We fear that
those remarks may apply to some other jurisdictions as well as this.
Tho correctness of the views entertaincd by our M. W. brother must be
so apparent to every one, that we wiill not occupy a line in defending
theni. But as the subject bas not often been brouglit to the attention
of the Craft, notwithstanding ils importance, we do not hesitate to
transfer the remarks to the pages of the CRAFTsMAN.

Bro. Stanbury said :
"There is but one subicet on which T fe1l called upom to speak of any

habits of the Fratei'nity in ouir jurisdietion in terns of censure. I refer
to the meagre attendance upon Masonic funerals. The riglt of' Masonie
burial is a sacred right, w hich belongs to every Master Mason who dies
in good standing in the Order. IL means, if it mean anything, the riglit
to be buried with honor: not a title to be grudgingly followed to the
grave by a corporal's guard of unwilling and morlitied brethren, who
feel that their presence is suggestive ratier of a slight than of an lion-
orable manifestation of respect for the dead and sympathy for the liv-
ing. I have been pained, on many occasiuon, when 1 have seen the
evidence of a forgetfulness of our duty in this particular regard, because
I have felt that those wlîo had a rîglit to expect the consolation of re-
spectful attention and sympathy were justly disappointed and grieved ;
and that a reproach might thus be broughlt upon the Order of not act-
ing up to its principles of fraterity. Especially have I felt so wlhen I
have noticed that the attendance seemed to be graduated by a consid-
eration of the Masonic and social position of the deceased brother, in
apparent forgetfuilness of that fundamental maxim of our Order, that
in Masonry we mect upon a level of our comion humanity, and that
death detects the fallacy of pride and does away with the artificial dis-
tinctions of a heartless society.

"This direliction of duty bas not merely fallen under my own occa-
sional notice. It bas been repentedly brought to ny attention by the
Masters of Lodges, who are always expected to attend and officiate,
however meagre and discouraging inay be the attendance of the mem-
beils. Every menber of a Lodge onglit to recognize it as a duty to en-
courage and support the Master in the performance of this, as well as
every other official ministration devolved upon him by his position.
The hour when we may need sympathy and consolation is likely to
come to every one of us. How desolate in such an hour the feeling,
that no one cares for our sorrow, or is willing to tako the least pains to
lighten our bereavement! Brethren, let it not be cast as ajustreproach
upon us, that we desert our brtler w'hen lie lies lîclpless in death, and
refuse to his family the solace of our sympathy."


