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NOTE.—~It is proposed to
the cheapest Temperatice pa{mr in the
world, taking into consideration its sizo, the
matter it contains and the price at which itis
published,

Kvery friend of temperance is earncstly re-
ques to assist in this effort by subscribing
wud by sending in faols or arguments that
aight be of intereat or use to aur workers.

The editor will be thankful for correapondence
upon any toplc connected with the temperance
reform. Our limited space wilt compei condoen-
wation. Noletter for publjication should contain
more than two hundred words—ijf shorter,
st1ll vetter,
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make this

THE DUTY OF THE HOUR.

Three lines of action are now of
pressing argency. 1y Thorough or-
ganization of the probibition forces.
12) Petitioning the Legisinture for a

prohibitory law. 3 Definite
and strong protest againgt
any unfair legislation hy
which a llquor-favoring  minovity

should be allowed to retain the li-
quor teaffle against the protest of
a majority vote of the electorate.

We enrnestly upge friends to take
fmmedinte action on all these lines
In other parts of this papere will bho
found further fnstructions as to me-
thods of action and information as,
to suitable forms of petitions  nml
protest

- i
PETITIONING !
Petitions are pouring i to ths Al-1
liztnee secrvetary and the seeretary
of the Metholdist Conterence Commit-
tee for presentation to the Prmin-]
ecinl Legistature,  Already petitioms .
have beem received, signed by more:
than 20,000 persous, besidos otheps !
from hundrels  of  orgamzations.
This matter ought to be pushed with
the utmost difigence The Legisla- .
ture 19 jin session and there s no time
to be.lost.  Petition forms can be
obtaided from the slliance secretary,
52 (,‘onfl\(h-l'ulinn 1ife Bldg.
, .

/A PROHIBITION PROVINCE.

14th, the Supteme
Court of the Proviuce of Prinee Ed--
wiurd Ivland  deliveced o judgment !
fully sustaining the Prince Edward’
Istand Prohibition Law. The deci-|
sion was based upon the jmlgnn-nti
of the Privy Conncil declarng valid|
the Manitobn Liguor Act It makes!
prohibition the law of every pagt of
the Province not alveady und»r the
operation of the Scott Act At pre-
sent it will only affest the eity nf}
Charlottetonn In conjunetion with'
the Scott Act st completaly ontlaws |
the liquop traffie an Prinee Edward
Ixtand for the whole extent of which®
prohithition s now in actual opera-

tion. ¢

,hewspaper articles and

a measure would be submitted relat-
ing to the wsale of intoxlcating l-
quors. No offictal intimation has
yet been given as to the form of the
leglslation which the Government is
expected to submit in fulfilment of
often pépeated promises to introduce
prohibiting the liquor
le ta the extent of the Pro-
yihee's ascertained power.

On January 3rd the Government
recelved a large and influentlal de-
mitation appointed by the Dominion
Allinnce Executive Committee, along
with a deputation appointed by the
Ontario section of the Temperance
Committee of the Goneral Confer-
once of the Methodist Church. 'The
representatives of both these bodies
addressed the Government, briefly
setting out the situation resulting
from the majorities polled in favor
of prohibition, the Government pro-
mises and the Privy Counell deelsion.

In reply the Premier, Hon. G. W,
Rous, promised careful consideration
of the representation of the deputa-
tion. It is expected that a bifl wilt
be Lntroduced in the House at an
carly date.

The whole matter of probable leg-
islation has been vigorously discuss-
ed in the press and elsewhere. 1\
grent many persons have expressged
themselves as in favor of having any
legislation passed by the House sub-
mitted to the electors for ratification
before going into operation. This
method is generally spoken of as the
“referendum.” It is strongly oppos-
ed by seme temp ran e workers and
commended by oth ra.

Sowme prominent citizens who have
been interviewed by newspaper re-
porters have expressed themselves s
favorable to the “referendum” plan.
Others have opposed. A number of
those who favor it have also express-
ed the opimion that there should he
required something more than a bare
majority of votes polled as a condi-
tion of a prohibitory law’s golng in-
to operation. Generally speaking,
this suggestion is viewed by temper-
ance people as exceedingly unfalr,
and has  been  condemned  in the
strongest terms by nearly all active
temperance workers.

The General Conference Temper-
ance Committer and the Dominion Al-
linnee have sent ont blank forms of
petitions to the Leglsinture praying
for the enactment of & prohibitory

Snw according to the promises of the

Government.  These petitions are
being signed and presented  to the
Logislnture in geeat numbers, It is
a movement that is already making
its influence felt ant ought to he
prosecated with the ntmost diligence,

The situation is intensely interest-
ing and important. Prohibitionists
are waking up ta its possihilities and
perils.  Wisdom. determination and
oneegy are heeded The immediate,
nrgent duty ol friends of our cause
is thorough  orgamzation so lthnt
they will be roady for any emergeney
that may arise

A REFERENDUM,
recently  published
statements

A number of

tmade by some promin-cnt citizens ex-

GOOD CONVENTIONS.

Mreo John AL Nicholls has sent 1o,
the Aliance offic: dotailed and ox-©
ceedingly imteresting reports of or-
ganization work in different parts of |
Ontario, particulars of  which  we:
have not spaee to publish. Conven-
tions were recently held as follows:
On January 9th, at 8t Catharines,
for Lincoln and Welland; Jan 10th,
Elmvale, for Centre Simcoe; Jan 13,
Fergus, for West Welllugton: Jan
14th, St. Thomas, for East and West
Elgin; Jan. 14th, Sarnia, for Lamb-
ton; Jan. 16th, London, for London
City 2 Jan. 17th, St. Mary's, for South
Perth. At all these meotings inters
est war great, attendance was good,
and plans were lakd for aggressive
work in view of the present c¢ritical
prosition of the prohibition moyement
and the now fast approaching Pro.
vineial election campaign.

press the opinion that a prohibitory
Inw enacted by the Ontario Legisla-
ture should require ratification by a
popular vote before belug put into
operation.  Some of these have al-
80 declared  that  such  Irgislation
should nont he put into operation un-
less sustained by a very large pro-

portion of the yvotes polledd. Two-
thirds of the polled vote has heen
mentione:d hy gome parties.  Most of

thaose whao favor a lurge fixed major-
ity, andvocate three-fifths, or si\ty
per cent. of the polled vote as what
ought to be required.

There ought to be absotutely no ne-
cessily for any further expression of
opinion by the peopl» to convinee the
Government  and Legislature that
public opinion is in favor of prohi-
hition The majorities already re-
corded agninst the liquor teaffic apr»
sufficiently strong to warrant thor-

THE SITUATION .

The Ontario Leglstature is now in
sesston. In the Sprech from  the

Throne at the opening of the session, |

prohibitary legiclrtion wan foreshnii-
owed in o brief annonne-imoent that

imlttimx

ongh-going legisiation. Logically,
there i no n~ed for another vote.
If, however, the Government and
Legisiature should insist upon suh-
e popular ratifiention
whatever | gislation I8 pags~d. we

shall be compelled to rally again as
we have done before, for a demou-
stration of our strength, We can
win In such a ocontest if ft is con-
ducted under conditions that have in
them any iseamonable [alirness.

There ought to 2, however, the
strongest protest made by prohibl-
tionists against the anjust and un-
reasonbuble proposal that in  such
election, unless  the jrohibitionists
win by a4 very large majority, the
othier side should be counted trium-
phant. If there is to be any discri-
mination it ought not to be against
the unselfish forces that are worke-
ing for the uplifting of humanity.
There ought to b2 no unfair advan-
tage given to the wsellish interests
whose operation is enrsing the whole
community. The proposal to handi-
cap temperance workers by allowing
two liquor-favoring votes to count
for as much as three temperance
votes, would be such favoritism to-
wards the liquor traffic as we hope
no legislntive body in this coun-
try would dare Lo express.

There seemsd, lowever, to be some
dangev. Prominent citizens. no
doubt thoughtlessly, have expressed
approval of the unfair suggestion.
Members of the Legislature who fear
the liquor traffic may be inclined to
seize upon this proposal as a sort
of compromise between enacting
prohibition and doing nothing. The
situntion demands effort to resist
vigorously a proposal that has al-
ready received some unexpected en-
dorsesent.

Every friend of the prohibition
cuuse ought to do all he can to se-
cure nt this crisis a definite expres-
sion of condemnation by prohibition-
wts of a plan & mischievous and
dangerous.
it ought to be ndopted by
temperance societies.  Letters from
frieads shondd warn mewmb-rs of the
Legislature of the folly of such a
course.

T,overs of justice and supporters of
the temperance reform ought to let
it be detinitely anderstood that leg-
inlntion giving the liguor traffic an
undue advantage must b~ consider-
ed as legisintion against the prohi-
bition movement and for ths benefit
of the liquor traffic.

THE DEVIL THAT WAS IN HIM.

The father He
was charged Lo his
three ehildren.
old, live years of age, spoke of his
father hasving theashed him with s
walking-stick, causing hig head to
blee:d. flis father, he added, burnt
his hair with wmatehesy, knovked the
tobacen from his pipe on his head,
burnt his fingers on the bars, spat in
his mouth, and knelt on him. The
daughter Eleanor, ten years of age,
sald that her father was  always
drunk when eruel. She had seen him
gpit on the baby's face, deag her out

Wiy o RUrgeon.
with cruelty

of bed, and throw her on to the bhed -
Twice he bit the baby's face, mak- |

ing marks on it
that their father was Xind when so-
ber —The Children and the Driok.

THE DUTY OF THE GOVERNMENT.

There cam be no doubt as to the
duty imposed upon the Government
by the presemt position of the tem-
perance cause.  The facts of  the
onse are simple.

In 1894 1 vote of the Provincial
electors wnd of tha women who are
municipal voters, in the Province of
Ontarlo, resulted In a majority of
84,908 in favor of prohibition The
majority of men's votes polled was
74.732,

In view of this great majority the
then Premier, Sir Oliver Mowat, pro-
mised to a deputation of prohibition-
iats that he would promote prohibi-
tory legislaticm to the limit of the
Jurisdiction of the Provinces as soon
as th~ ext mt of that jurisdistion was
ascertained.  The courts were then
consldering a seriss of  guestions,
the answers to which were expected
to make clear th~ extent of Provin-
cial power.  The terms in which Sir
Oliver Mownt gave his pledge were
the following:

“If the decision of the Privy Coun-
rllgs shonld bhe that the Provinee has
the jurisdiction to pass a prohibitory

Resolutions denouncing,
public

meetings. church congregntions, and .

His little boy, Har-

Both children said |

liguor law as respects the sale of in-
toxicating lguor, 1 will introduce
such a bill in the following sesslon,
if I am then at the head of the Gov-
ernment.

“If the decision of the Privy Coun-
cil is that the Province has jurisdic.
tion to pass only a partial prohibl-
tory liquor law, I will introduce such
a prohibitory bill as the declsion will
warrant, unless the partinl prohibi-
tory power is 80 limited as Lo be in-
effective from a temperance stutid-
point.”

ffon. A. 8. Hardy, who succeeded
Sir Oliver Mowat as Premier of Ou-
tario, declared his adhesion to the
promises and policy of Siv Oliver
Mowat. ¥om. G. W. Ross, the pre-
sent Premier, wlo succeeded Hon.
I'Mr. Hardy, has takem the same posi-
tion. When Sir Oliver Mowat's pro-
rmise was given, Hon. Mr. Ross en-
dorsed it in the clearest and most
enmiphatic terms.

Another vote of the electors tak-
| en in September, 1898, resulted in the
polling of & majority of 39,214 votes
in favor of prohibition.

The Jntario Government held that
the jurisdiction of the Province was
not elearly defined in the answers
given by the courts to the questiona
which were under cousideration
when Sir Oliver Mowat's promise was
made. Since that time, however, a
comprehensive measure of prohibi-
tion has been enacted by the Legisla-
ture of Manlitoba, and the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council,
which is the court of lust resort in
the British Empire, has declared that
prohibitory law to be within the
power of a Provincial Legislature.
" This decislion clears the way for
l the fulfilment of the promises of the
iOntario Government. The Govern-
ment's duty s unmistakeable. That
duty iy the introduction into the
Leglislature of a bill to prohibit the
tiquor traffic In Ontario.

A NEW ACT FOR THE NEW YEAR

The Intoxicating Liguors (Sule to
Childremy Act which comes into force
with the New Year is regarded by
most temperance reformers ng the
only signal achlevement of the last
session of the British Parlinment. It
is the outcome of an honest attempt
to et rid of a serious blot an our
civillzation. The sight of roung
children running in and ont of the
worst public-houses on errands Tor
“thelr parents iy not pleasant. (The
little ones cannot fail to be affected
injuriously by what they se~ and
hear.  But it is doubtful if the new
law, which is anly another plaster on
a deep-rooted sore and  which will
cover up mstead of erndieating, will
do all the good which its most ardent
supporters, who have termed it the
Children’s Charter, expect from it.
The Act, moreaver, only affects the
poorest classes. who obtaln brer on
dranght, or who get small guantities
of whiskey. The artisnn may, as be-
fore, sand a  child of any age for a
bottle of besr pr a pint of whiskey
Al that is neeided to evade the law
is v hottle and n cork Indecd. the
hill, in the courde of its migrations
through the houses  of Pariiament.
1ot sa elipped and earved  (hat {t
might not inapproprintely be termed
fam et for the abolition of the beer
mag The duly vorked bottle, with
all its fiery contents, has now he-
come the tokan of conformity to a
law  which ix regarded ns a great
temperance reform.

SOME GOOD ADVICE.

Me. T. 1. O'Connor, M.P., has con-
tributed a helpful  and interesting
series of hints to aspirants to jour-
nallsy in the January “Royal Maga-
zine.” He emphasizzs t1wo aids
to success in newspaper work. 1
would sny Lo the young journahst,”
he writes, “that he ought to culti-
vate athletics, for his wurk is often
sedentary, and it requires great re-
solution to take up constant exer-
else.  Tralined, however, to athletic
exercist {u youth, the middle-nged
man will be glad to find some eacuse
for that. life in the open air which lg
the best preservative of health. And
let me whisper this word finally in
youtr ear. It won't do you the least
harm if you are a teetotaller. You
may lose something, but you gain
tenfold. 1 believe in half-a-century
from now no man wil rise to the
height of any profession in the fleld,
im the forum. or at the desk, who iw
not & teetotaller. And I could tell
tales of Journalistr—but that is not
my husiness now.” :




