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Since writing the foregoing I have ascertained,
with much pleasure, that the negotiations for the
cstablishment of a permanent Canadian Exhibi-
tion here in London are neanng a practical result.
The Canadian Government has entrusted them to
the Minister of Agriculture and to Professor
Robertson, now with us, and these two officials
are much pleased with the reception which has
been given to the proposal by the Anglo-Cana
dian traders. The object of the scheme, I learn,
is to arouse a keener interest in Cawnadian pro-
ducts and a more practical comprehension of the
Dominijon’s natural resources. The Austrahan
colonies, I believe, were the first to suggest the
establishiment of these colonial exhibitions ; but,
while they have hesitated, Canada has acted.

Quality all Important with the British
Consumer.

In discussing Professor Robertson’s visit to
Great Britain and the developing of that market
for Canadian farm products, our English corres-
pondent points out that quality is the important
thing to be considered. ‘T'his fact cannot be too
strongly impressed upou the producers of this
country, No matter what the article is, if the
Quality is not the best it 1s only a waste of energy
to try and export it at a profit. ‘The British con-
sumer is very particular about the quality of the
food he eats. Infact no other peoplein the whole
world give so much attention to the nature and
quality of the food chey eat as do the great con-
suming classes of the Mother Country. Other
producing countries recognize this fact and so
wmust the Canadian producer if he wishes to obtain
a profitable market for his products in Great
Britain. The British consumer may be nibued
with a strong love for every portion of the great
Empire to which he belongs, but his convictions
in this particular are not strong enough, nor will
they ever be strong enough, to induce him to pur-
chase an inferior quality of food products from one
of her colonies when he can get a better qualny
elsewhere  Not must the Canadian producer run
away with the idea that the growing popularity of
Canada and things Canadian in England during
the past year or two will erable him to palm off
any kind of a product upon the consumer there.
All that we have a right to expect is, that, if our
products are equal in quality to those produced in
a foreign country, he will give us the preference
over the latter when buying. To get him to do
this, however, we must be in a position to assure
him that the quality is right and always will be
right.  If we deceive him once on this point it
may be a very difficult task 1o regain his confi-
dence.

Another important point touched upon by our
correspondent is the establishment of a permanent
Canadian exhibition in London. Through the
cflorts of the Hon. Mr. Fisher and DProfessor
Robestson this is Jikely to be done.  The estab
lishment of a permanent exhibition of Canadian
food products in the business centre of the
great metropolis  should prove an excellent
medium for reaching the dealers who cater to the
consuming classes in Great Britain. It would be
a means of advertising Canada and her products
in every part of the United Kimgdom. The pro-
vision dealers in the provincial cities and towns
frequently make trips to l.ondon in the interest of
their business, and if the exhibition were well ad-
vertised throughout the country, many of them
would visit it on such occasions. There are many
other ways also in which a permanent exhibition
of this nature would be useful and effective in
placing Canada and her products prominently be-
fore the British consumer.

-

The Deadlock in the Western Cheese
Markets,

A couple of months ago the members of the
cheese markets m» Westera Ontario made an e¢fione
1o remodel the rales and regulations governing
the selling and buying of cheese with a view to
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making it compulsory for all factories using the
privileges of the mark.t to seil their cheese ou the
board only, and getting all the local boards to
umte in the matter.  ‘The scheme seems to have
progressed very well for a time; but a serious
hitch occurred when one of the matkets relused
to join with the others. It now appears that the
last state of some of these markets 1s worse than
the first, and buyers and sellers are at a deadlock,
making the meeting together to sell and buy
cheese the worst kind of a farce.

It is to be regretted that the plan as first out-
lined was not carried owt and adupted by all the
boards, as we feel sme that both the salesmen and
the buyers would have been well satisfied with
doing business under the new iegulations had
they been carned out v their entirety,  We are.
of the opimon also that the buying and seliing of
cheese at the local markets, espezally in the
western portion of the province, will never give
the best satisfaction to all concerned il both
factorymen and buyers agree not to buy and sell
cheese only at the regular markets under the “call’
system, Everythmg s then done *“above board”
and each one knows what busiess bas been done
and what is being done.  Evenf the regulations
at present in force were strictly adhered to there
would be some satisfaction i domng busmess, but
where all parties use the market asa kind of a
“feeler” the business of disposing of our cheese
cannot be duite sausfactonly.

The Fucure of Cattle Breeding.

Every thoughtful reader and carcful observer will
be convinced that the future of the beef catile
breeder will be much  brighter  than it has
been during the past few years. When we
speak of the beef cattle breeder we do not mean
the fellow who breeds scrubs, but the breeder of
really prime, first class cattle fit for putting upon
the British market. It is too true that during the
past decade we have had too many breeders of
scrub cattle in this country that are not sood
enough for the export trade, and hardly good
cnough for the local trade. We are reaping the
fruits of this line of policy on the part of our
farmers in the large supply of inferior stuff that is
being constantly offered for <ale at the local cattle
markets. It is hard to find a profitable market for
such stuff in any case, and if the price is low it is
almost unsalable.

In speaking, therefore, of the future of the beef
cattle trade, we have only 1in view the breeder of
high class cattle.  For any other kind it is risky
to forecast. Nor do we pretend to forecast what
the exact future will be in regard to the better
quality of stuff. Al we can do is to give our own
views and Jet them be taken for what they are
worth. We have referred frequently in these col-
umns to the growing demand in the Western States
and in our own Northwest for the ighest types
of the beef-producing strans for breeding pur-
poses. ‘T'his trade is capable of further develop-
ment, which development will depend largely
upon our breeders themselves.  If they will keep
the quality of their herds up to the top mark, so
that purchasers in the west can depend upon get-
ting the kind of animals they want to head their
herds, there will be a still greater expansion of
this trade in the future than we have had during
the past year and a half,

But the greatest opportunity for doing business
will likely be m our own country. ‘I'he next five
years will probably decide wheiher the Canadian
export cattle trade—whether it be in dressed meat
or in live cattle—1s going to hecome one of our
prominent industrics or not. The decision in
this particular will depend almost entirely upon
the quality of the beef cattle that this country will
producc during that period. The question of
freight rates and transportation facilities is impor-
tant, but it makes no difference how advantageous
these may be, no good results will be obiained
unless the quality is at the top.  Other countries,
such as Argentina and the United States, are forg-
ing ahead n point of quality, and we must keep

up with them or we will go behind in the race for
a place in the wmarkets of Great Britain,

Canada is now in Ingh favor among the people
of the Mother Counary, and the time would now
scem most opportune for making a special push in
the way of developing our export beef cattle trade.
But, as every shipper and exporter knows, there is
no use of making this push unless we have the qual
ity of product to back us up. Our farmers and
feeders must realize this also, and, no doubt, will
make a greatzer effort than ever before to produce
the kind of catie required for this warket. It
they dun't, our export cattle trade will soon go to
the wall,

To supply the demand for better breeding
stuck that must result from a desire to extend the
expurt trade will be the breeder’s opportunity, and
for which he must be prepared.  For this purpose
it will be necessary to make more importations
than have been made in the past in order to keep
the herds up to the highest possible standard of
excellence.  As we have previously stated, there
are nuw too many infenior cattle in the couatry,
and so an effort should be made at unce to get a
better quality. It will cost as much to raise and
feed a poor steer as a good one, while the latter
will bring nearly double the price. It may be
that the development of dairying in this country
has had something to do with the over-supply of
poor beef cattle.  If su, an cffort should be made
ar once to remedy the evil.  This country is big
enough tor both the dairyman and the beef pro-
cacer ; but both must work along different lines.
The dairy cow and the dairy bull wmay produce a
scrub steer, but it requires the cow and the bull of
the beef strams to produce a steer fit for the ex-
port market,

Line-breeding from a New Standpoint.

Mr. Wm. McFadden, Secretary of the American
Poland-China  Association, comes out pretty
strongly in a recent article on the system of line.
breeding practised by many breeders.  He begins
by noting the number of swine breeders who are
making crosses in their herds, and, to use his own
words, * with more thought as to_what the pedi.
gree would look like than the probable results in
the form and characteristics of the animals to be
produced.” e wonder if this is true of Canadian
Lreeders? A pedigree is important, but it may
not be the all-important thing in breeding. May
there not be a danger of looking morc to the pedi-
gree of an animal than to the real qualities of the
animal itsel(?

In another part of his article Mr, McFadden
makes this struong statement: “\Whenever a
breeder decides that it is necessary to begin line-
breeding, the decline of his herd begins from that
time.” The inference seems o be that the de-
cline'is not due to the mating of closely related
animals as to the fact thal when the breeder begins
line breediug it is because he has become a parti-
san of some particular family or strain, and has
thus narrowed the ficld from which to select ani-
mals for the improvement of his herd. No douln
breeders delight to have animals among their
herds whose pedigrec can be traced back to some
noted animal of the past; but has it ever occured
to them that the pedigree of this noted animat may
have been of uncertain character? All animals
that have gained prominence in the past, have
done so not because of their pedigree, but because
of what they did, which goes to show that no mat-
ter how valuable a pedigree an animal may have
its future reputation will depend upon its per-
formance.

The Export Butter Trade.

Canada’s export butter trade seems to be grow-
ing in importance every week. Not only is this
the case in regard to the increased exports, but in
regard to the quality of the output. Every week
brings with it new cvidences of the growing favor
of Canadian butter in Great Britain.  T'his season
the report that Canadian butter is equal in quality
to the best Danish, or that it has sold for as high



