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only gr.asp the idea that, witlh a languago so irregularly spelt as BAD LIGHT FOR TRE EYES.
English is, the problons of teachin to road awl te.aching te spfll
sloutld ho treated separately, aind a child should not bu called upon After a thorough examinatio f all the class.rooms in overy
to spell at all until he or she was aabuo to re.aid with lltenacy. As sectionî of the City of Philadeiphia, it was discovered that in only
Her Majesty's insp.!ctor wouhl not tolorate any lberties being 200 out of 2109 roois in the public school buildings of the thirty-
taken with thie nodo of spelling now current, readng.books in one sections are pupils properly seated. In his report to the Board
phonetic spelling woro at present out of the question, and toachers upon this important subject, Supt. McAlister says :-
wishing te adopt a botter mode of teaching reading had to bu con- It lias been ascertainied that a considorable number of the scats

t"phonic " system, which rd aro so placead that the lighr fails directly upon the eyes of thetont ivith thoe phonieh retauinod the orditiary speil- pupils. The injurious offeaats of this aro su well established that no
ing, but, by means of italics and acconts, gave a workable approx- j word of connent is neuded. Tha acconpanying table contains a
iniation tu the sound of the spoken word. Mr. Randell thon j detailed stateaneait of the position of the desks in overy claiss roo
explained Robinson's phonic method, which is largely adopted with in the public schools in the ;.y, .ap the Boys' Higlh School and

ex n r ithe Girls'Normnd School. It will be se 'n fromîi it th ,t in 378 roomsexcellent result in mauy elenientary aiools aader inspection I the desks and suats are so placed that sit the light roceived by the
the North of England, epecially at Leeds.-Sdool Guardian (Enig.) pupils cones fron the windows directly in front of them. In 422

raoms the light comes partly froin tho front and partly froin the
right or left side. Papils cann-t sit in suclh positions for the

PROMOTIONS. length of time required of thei without permanent injury to their
eyesiglht. Ili only 202 romis out of a total of 2109 are the pupils

We wisli now te notice what, we fear to bu a growing evil in the placed in accordanco with the requirenents of hygienic science.
schools of thre day. Pupils are often advanced fromt one grade te In th saine coanection, Mr. A. M. Spanglur, of the Philadeiphia
another before they have done their work well, just as in the Board of Education, lfter exaîining senty-Rix of the publie
country they are advanced fron one book te ainother without care- schoels o! tho City, says, iu tie extoaded report ef lis investiga-
fui preparation. If parents and pupils knew that superintendents tions, taat 14 per cent. of the girls and 8ý pur cent. of tiae beys in
would pronote only such schiolars as did good work, many tho secondary schools are near.sighted, waile ii tie primary
absences and tardy marks which we now have would bo schoels 8 pur cent. of the girls and 5 pr cent. oi the boys are
wanting and there would be goncral attention to business which afflictcd ia the sanie iaîainaîr. Tho causes of the infirmity ai
vould save a deal of trouble. It is thae listless and vicious in a set forth at great leaugeua i titis report. Iai 95 per cent. of the
school-roon ivho are generally behind, and when once they have schools visited the seating is wrxtchodly bad. Ho found in the
acquired the idea that somehow they are going to pass along with frnt reon d
their class, they will find plenty of tiie and opportuuity te exercise dosk lids froi ti glare that canio througli tie bliadless windows.
those vicious traits. To let theni slide along easily is not oanly un- Whe tiis was prevoatcd by siados or aaewspapers pinaed up, a
just to the scholar, but also to the teacher who has to taike them. diai hîvilight pervaded thase rouial. Ta tho rear roons the gas laad
It is not pleasant for a superintendent te say to a pupil "you can- te bc lighted. Another cause of tie prerahenco of nayopia is the
net be pronoted" and it sonetimes bringa ont a stori of abuse location o! blackbeards. Ta the schools exaiined ail the boards
froma parents. If a teacher consults onaly his own cise, and vishes in front ef tie childrun are hung betweea two windows, "and as
to get rid of some bad boy or girl, ho muay try te make it seem beat acomsequence," saysMr. Spanglur, "a knowledge of wlatis written
te pass himaa along, but no such reason should over take the place of on hin can only bc loarned by a straining o! tho eyes that can
a governiaag moetivo. W knoi it te bc tru tuait tire intellectval net b otherwise tha t urtful in te extremeo." The reLinder of
leaders of our classes, are net eur Cases of discipline; that fart tire boards are hung ,on te amid, ncessitating a change o! position
alerne ought to, fe-bid aity prîze being put upon sclcol wickedness vlhofever te chitdrea must consuit thod. In 95 pe cent. o tige
by promotion. Y culd hardly find sacla a hiag a a boy who scaoohroas Mr. Spaongler found the only ent.s of ventilation te
had aie feeling oia tire subject of beitg (lrepped fren a clas b t h e bu by openiaag doors and winadows. Tiae resuit ef hese investiga-
ever so ugly, and se it 'nuId do inai gnod mnorally as rell a intel- tieas should set toachers a nd s 5hool oficers t h tbinkig, a red t
hectually te hmold hian closely te the %ork, fer le wouid tiad less niaking intelligeat inquary an observatieau, in al parts of the State.
hsme te practise his evil propensitiest, aisd aw tre saide tame would
bu laying up a store of fact, which iouîd baellp tu nake a tifari of HOW FAR SHALL HELP TaE PUPIL
hua. BYD. P. PAGEi.

Tere is nWe at in ahy sthool hwhici p cornpols ail scsoorars without
regard to aigu, ability or bodily lialh te coamplote a certaina course Lt f aays a very dithsicut questi n for tre tacer te settle,
in a certain hunie but thero oîglt te ho onu that szys a certaina -How far sha l I ehp ie pupil, and ho v far sha tie pupil bu

workmiimst ba couaplerebeforoîtteîaaptingaaytiuhiglaIer. Slaoîald rcquircd te olp isol Tiae teachaioag o nature wuld seaur te
there bu pupils, %vire front any cauase, c~îaaot ta the course pire. indfcat that h pupil ahehld bu taugwt wainly to depend 0 s his
scribed, lot thea do part of the ork aht once and conisume a longer owna resources. Tis, ou, tain k, fa the teacig o! common
tiiie fia lis pruparation. A teaher caa aake it aippear te a clas sens. m atover is leard shaoeald bu se thortughry learned that
and te a scholar a Wd parent tat it ti wise tue dos; show tllecn Ialow the muot ad higher stop rny ho comparatively esy. ad toe

tire battle is laut aiwaLys te tire stroaag uer the race to the swift," teachaur should ailways emaquirù Wheou ho is about te disaxiss one
and se oake thiu happy and contended ia believng ti e truh adage subject, wheter tho class understands it se fea that thoy ea go
ho be, " net ligow inucli but lion well. " la eveCry claes tlacro nay on te tire next Ho anay, indued, soanotimos give a word o! sugges-
b schoars whao are brighter than the aaajerity and able te con- tien duriag the preparaioi o! a lesson, ad by a seonable hint
premend the Ylos allottd frn day t day a d have time ho spabre. save the achlar tho hoedos loss o! auch timn.

To such a wise section dof rhndim, aottrs would b f uantold But it is a very great ovil if tele pupils acquire th habit o! rua-
value. A general tinte for good rekdig fostered ia oar scrools nig te tro teaclor as soi as a sligt difliculty prealeits itsof te

tould son cipple this froes wite aend about thoir immoral story request uMl te roovo it Soaie teachers, whea this happens, wll
literaiure.--Time, bheror. oughtd ttie sohnlar te eisa se at with a reproof, perps, whisy otseers,


