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the water during the succeeding winter or spring.
The object of the dam seems to be to regulate
the height of water at their houses, where they
have two or three berthe at ddfferent heights,
where they sleep high and dry, but with their
tails in the water, thus being warned of any
change in the rise and fall of water. Some
house3 stand six feet at least above the surface
of the meadow, covered with mud, in the form
of a round coal pit, but intersected with sticks of
wood,so as to be strong, and the weight of three
or four men inakes no impression upon it.

A "full family,'' as hunters call them, consists
of the parental pair and the males of the nrxt
generation, with their mates. Wheu the tribe
gets larger than this they colonize. Some time
in the fail all single ones of both sexes eongre-
gate from considerable distances at the deepest
lake in the vicinity, where they choose their
mates ; low ceremonious the nuptials we canrot
say; they ail go home, the female following her
mate, and ail go to work, first putting the house
and dam in order for winter, then laying in their
stock of wood, the bar of which is their winter
food. Tlhey go up stream some three miles foi
their wood, and run it down to their louses, and
then in sone mysterious way make itliein apile at
the bottom of the pond, oatside of the house,
where they may take it in any time in the winter
for use. It is raid that no human bands eau
dipturb that wood with its rising and remainng
afloat tili the beaver has the bandling of it -gain.
But we do'not feel quite sure what is fact and
is conjecture respecting the beaver, whose works
are so much in the night, and deep under water.
Tbe fall of the year is a busy time with them,
and it interesting to sec the new dams in process
of building, as we sometimes fid them across
large boating streams, and not unfrequently boat-
men and river drivers tear away their dams and
get a good head of water for their use. They
usually build at the out:et of natural ponde, and
sometimes they flow large lakes and pieces of
dead water, but are always moving and recon-
structing. Low they keep their teeth in order
for so much eating, when the best steel would
wear out, is a mystery. They cut logs some-
times a' foot througl, and every stroke of the
tooth tells toward the job, and never docs a tooth
get dull as we can sec. Two winters ago, near
Ashland, some lumbermen eccamped near one
of their p"nds. One afternoon they feled a trece
across the luinber road, and before morning it
waq lindzonelv eut up a' d piled out of the road.
-A/roostook (Maine) Pioneer.

TUE LanK AnDER YoUNG ONEs.-Alark, who
hiad a brood of young ones in a field of corn
which was almost ripe, was very much concerned
lest the reapers shlb d come before the little
ones were able to fly . so, whenever she went
abroad to beek food, she told the young laiks
to be sure and listen to ail the news. One day,
while she was absent, the master of the field, and

bis son came to look at the crop. "This corn,'
said the father, 'is quite ready for the sikle ;
Io morrow go and asIc our neiglbours and friends
to come and help us to reap it." When the old
lark came bome, the yourg ones, in a great
fright, told her what they had heard, and begged
ber to remove them at once. The inother said
'There is no cause for fear ; for if he trust to bis
neighbours and friends for help, I am certain that
the corn will net be reaped to-morrow." The
next day the lerk went abroad as usual, giving
them the sane cirections as before. ''he farmer
came to the fi Id, and wai ed hour after bour for
the expected help ; but, finding tbe day passing
away and the corn getting more ripe, and no one
coming to bis assistance, lie sid, "We must not,
I find, depend upon our neighbours ; so to mor-
row go and ask our relations-our cousins and
uncles-to corne and help us." li still greatcr
fcar, the young larks told their mother what they
had heard. "'There is no occasion to hurry
away yet," coolly answered the lark. "for 1 kor
that their cousins and uncles have work enough
of their own.'ý The lark agnin went abrond, and
the fariner coming to Ie field, lound his corn
spoiling through over-ripeness. He waited for
some time to see wbether bis relations appeared
to belp bim; but findiag that they did not corne
any mort, than bis neighbours, he said, " Ny son,
lut us lose no more time ; to-morrow we will eut
down the corn ourseles." When this was re-
ported to the old lai k, sbe said, " Now, my young
oues, the suoner we get away the better ; for
when a man determines to do his own work, you
may be sure that lie is in earnest." What the
lir said is quite true.

PRESERVATION OF SToNE.-At a late meeting
of the Institute of British Architects, Sir Henry
Rawlinson stated that the old Assyrians were
acquainted with modes of preserving stone froim
decay. In Mesopotamia he bad seen a huge ro
the whole face of which was covered wif h inser
tions, coated over with some kind of varnish
whichbesupposed was the silicate of lime. Thep,
inscriptions were executed 900 years before Christ
were in a perfect state of preservation, and the
varnish was barder tian the limestone rock
ne.th it.

" PLwINo A Mx IN."-The Ilerts (Er.gland)
Advertiser gives tlie following interesting ex-
ample of the carrying out of an old English cus-

I tom-a custom which ve had rcfem'rçd to us still
not unfrequrntly acted upon, in Ecottar.d as wellI as England : 'lie developrnent of one of these
good old friendly country custcnas took place
on Wednesday, Nov. 6, in consequcnce of the
recent entry or occupation of Mr. John Ran-
some, on Webathamsted Bury farm, wbich ex-
tends 450 acres. Altbough Mr. Ransome only
came into this part of this country a few years
since, a perfect stranger, lie has, by bis practical
intelligence, perseverance, urbanity, rnd honor-
able conduct, gained the estcen and regard of


