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liquid caustic. This operation is by no means
novel, as the old farriers similarly operated years
ago, and in our opinions is a practice much to be
deprecated, since it pioduces in all tases, seere
intiammation, sad in some, extensive sloughing.

The division of the posterior tibial nerve-
that one situated Midway between the leg-bone
(tibia) and point of the hock (os calcis)-of
course removes all sensation below the part
operated upon, and consequently, as far as ex-
ternal observation goes, cures spavin; but al-
though the sensation is remu ed, the vital action
still romains intact, and any injury may occur to
the foot of this neurotomised leg witbout the
subject of it manifesting its existence, and yet
all the baneful workings of inflammation may
be set up, and in a short time the hoof born willi,
as it often lias, slough off.

The treatment we are wont to prescribe is,
during the early period of spavin to introduce a
seton, and to allow it to remain in for five weeks,
and afterwards blister twice, and at an interval
of three weeks between each application. Thnese
remedial means have succeeded in many instan-
ces, and therefore are irecommended to the read-
ers of Tius FIELD.- Thne Field, London.

Examination for Soundness.

% Vil] you warrant hin soand ?" is one of the
first and most important questions we ask re.
garding the horse we are about to purchase.-
And a puzzling and difficult question it often is
to the conscientious seller; for there are few
horses which have been at full work for a year
or two that, in the strict acceptation of the
term, are really sound. They may be compe-
tent for the duties required of them, use.1. last-
ing, and most valuable, but, nevertheles., they
very commonly have some screw loose, some
defect, some disease, something which the well-
skilled and educated practitioner detects as a ýe-
parture from bealth, and accordingly pronounces
as unsoundness. It may be serious or slight, of
bng standing or of yesterday, permanent or tem-
porary. In some fortunate instance.; it is so tri-
fling that rest and judicious treatmeut may spee-
d.y remove it. Such are slight corns, caused
by bad shoeing, lameness from a prick, thrushes
from careless management of the feet, or simple
thrombus from bleeding. These being devia-
tions from natural structure, or from health,
constitute for the time unsoundiness, just as
inach as incurable spavin or broken wind. The
sensible veterinarian consulted, however, re-
specting such cases, whilst stating the existence
of the particular form of unsoundness, is also
justified in explaining to bis clients the tempo-
rary and curable nature of the unsoundness. This
is to the advantage of both buyer and seller.

With some people a veterinary opinion is re-
ga-ded n a very extended point of view, and
innocently considered as a sort of genèral guar-

antee that the animal is all that is represen
and equal to all that is expected of it. Th,
out of the question, the purchaser mustoW
uusly exerciso his own judgment as to they
eral suitability of the animal, must determne
himself the all important points ofîstyle, acta
colour, and the like. To the voterinanan it ,
ly belongs to declare whother, to the bestof
judgment, the projected purchase is sound. T
decide this question aright is sometimesq, ho,
ever, extremely difficult, and the wonder is tE;
the mistakes, which occasionally occur, ofrot,.
ly rejecting sound, and erroneously passng r
sounsd horses, are not greatly more conmnn.
In the 5tir and bustle of a fair, there is bm
before the busy veterinarian horse after ho,
none of then, in aIl probability, having er
been seen by him before. Time is nrw
sellers press for a favourable verdict, using o
many expedients-innocent and the reverse..
show off their animals to the best advanta,
whilst purchasers expect the veterinarian top
tect them from imposition and secure the
sound beast. Circumstances such as thesef.
forth the best skill, adroitness, and knowlet
of the veterinarian. Assuredly, hene he ,
need of Argus's hundred eyes, of skill, educat
and experience, and withal of imperturbet
coolness and readiness. Amongst a ceir
class of dealers he is regarded as fair game, c
every dodge, artifice, and device is occasiori
evoked for bis deception. Woe to the inest
rienced, unpractical sprig of a veterinary ::
falls in wîth some of the Yorkshire or L'
dealers! Unless to his competent theoretît
education he adds a sound practical know1eh;
with some nerve and sharpness, the chances
that he is cajoled or dragooned into placingt
name, with the usual appended flourish of p
fessional capitais, to % certificate which enali
an unbound horse to be profitably passed on.

The author of the excellent and enteriali
article on I horse-keeping and horse-dealing
the May number of Cornhi, very propEnry
vises that, before closing the bargain, thehoi
should be examined by a conipetent and es,
rienced veterinarian. This is most essen.
with the lighter breedb, and especially if
chased from str·ngers, or those on whose opi
or word implicit reliance cannot be secs.
placed. Farmers purchasing horses for agrt
tural purposes frequently dispense with the
fessional opinion, and take from the selle
warranty, either in writing, or distinctly ejt
sed in presence of witnesses. In exam
horses it is best and most convenient to pr
a regular and methodical plan. Having,
horse brought up to you, examinefirst his mou
to satisfy yourself as to age. Notice that
eyes be clear, and that the iris contracts adn
pands according to the amonat of light. 1
sing the baud under the lower jaw, assarey'
self that there are no lumps or swelling, ik
ative of bastard strangles or other gran
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