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rivalry-a heroie purp-se, ourselves to
fill a niche in the pantheon of hettry ?
Was it not thus. that the youthful
Theitoeles exclaimîed that - the tro.
phies of' liItiades 1vould not suîfllr him
Leseep?" That Ah.xander prized ahove
all the literature of bus age, lhad of
Homer ; and that in our day Napoleon
daily perused sone portion of Plutarclh's
lives ! I say it % ithout fleur of' success-
ful contradiction, that exanple is the
mxost edifying c<.unsel, the muost attrac-
tive influence, often the most luvid in-
stuction. ever addressed to the youthful
mud. If su. a library enriehed vith the
lives of those who have muade thenselves
a bksmng to miankind, by the light of
their intelligence and virtue, vill instil
love of truth and goodncss with silent
but irresistible energy.

In the next place, every well assorted
library is a benevolent guide along the
pathway of knowledge. True it is, that
to pupils at schooI such guidance is far
]ces necesssary, than for those. who are
deprived of systematic culture ; who are
conpelled te grope the!r way a best
they nay, through surrounding c'ark-
ness, and te vhom any casual aid fur-
nished hy the example of others, shines
on then like a hgh t fromn heaven. W ho
has not read, vith deliglit nîingled vith
sorrow, of a Scotch shepherd boy, that
denionstrated, unaided, the propositions
of the first three books of Euclid ; or of
Pascal, when his father had interdicted
the study of' mathematies to his son, ac-
coinplishing the saine remnrkable 1feat?
Were these youths wisely engaged in
thus poring over the sinplest truths,
which, liad they known it, wereat their
finger s ends? Undoubtedly, the die-
tate of wisdomn is, to him who in a brief
life would survey the utmost bounds of
knowledge?, te use all the foreign aid
whieh he can sumrnon to his assistance.
The instructions of the school room',
vhich piresent this truth in ai simple

sumnmary, aid systematic forci, are oee
of these aids: and in addistion thereto,
every one who is anxious te view truth
unider special and different aspects, muuust
approcah it as it is exhibited in the vol-
unies of' those master minds who have
penetrated farthest into tie arcana of na-
ture. The nmanner of studying, is a
point not to be overlooked in connection
with this topie, and the difficulties whichi
incet the student in the outset or in the
progress of his career. The history of

other minds, however illustrious they
were, ghcd an instructive light ou our
pathway. We are pursuing the sanie
career ; caci of us iay say-" sequor,
etsi non poassilus æequis"-the hbitory
of' their dflliculties and the nanner 'in
which they overcane theimu, alleviates
Our hurdens ; ve are borne os on angels'
wings, over the ground on which, but
flir such aid and sympathy, ve slhould
have crawled as worius. il, we for a
moment conteiplate that immense sea
of lterature vhich is the record of the
teeming flancies, the tender sensibilitse,
the taste, the imagination of our own
and all by-gone ages, we shall couclude
at once, that nostrutans of the school
room, no well thuimbed text bookb of
scraps or extracts, n rules or formulas
of criticisi, ean ever replace that know-
ledge which is te begathered fron an an-
tual peruscl of the classical literature of
our mîother tongue. Let us recollect,
too, with honest pride, that in seceral
dêipartments, this literature id of trans-
cendant excellence. Theremiay boa few
Greek couipositions rivalhîng anything
we have produced. The Jliad of loimer,
is undoubtedly the first epic in the world,
aid has the Œdipus cf Sophuocles, its
reer anvwhere? But as a whole, the
Englhsi poetry is the richest gift ever he-
stowed by the genius of any people,
upon the buman family.

The school library, is the depository
of this literature, and by the study of it
chiefly, must the taste of our people be
refined and the current of their thoughts
t-e Inobled. In Italy, pictures and sta-
tues, architecture and music, have per-
frned this task : in England landscapegMrdoning bas infused universally a
tigce ut poetie sentiment. lere these
a.2encies do net exist ; but it is the
r miege of all to see suspended in writ-
i the imperial creations of the poet
.- d the philosopher, and te gaze on thein
till their own souls thrill with transport,
and vibrate in unisîln with these gener-
ous sentiments. It may be urged that
periodical literature may replace tha t of
t'ie library, and that the village news-
paper and the monthly magazine, are a
fitting substitute for bound volumes.-
But this supposition is too weak te ad-
mit of refutation. An argument wbich
fills a volume requires a volume ;-the
conclusion reached at the close, is arriv-
ed at as the result of a series of conseceti-
tive arguments which requiro such a


