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rivalry—a heroie purpse, ourselves to
fill & niche in the pantheon of history ?
Was it not thus, that the youthlul
Themistacles exclaimed that ¢ the tro-
phies of Miltindes would not suffer him
tosicep?” That Alexander prized ahove
all the literature of bis age, lhad of
Homer ; and that in our day Napoleon
daily perused some portion of Plutarch’s
Iives ! T say it without fear of success-
ful contradiction, that example is the
most edifying ecunsel, the most attrac-
tive influence, often the most Jucid in-
stuction, cver addressed to the youthfud
nund. If so, a library enriched with the
lives of those who have made themselves
o blussing to mankind, by the light of
their intelligence and virtue, will instil
love of truth and goodness with silent
but irresistible energy.

In the next place, every well assorted
library is a benevolent guide along the
pathway of knowledge.  True it is, that
to pupils at school such guidanco is far
less necesssary, than for those who are
deprived of systematic culture ; who are
compelled to grope therr way as best
they may, through surrounding cark-
ness, and to whom any casval aid fur-
nished hy the example of others, shines
on them likea hght from heaven, Who
has not read, with delight mingled with
sorrow, of a Scotch shepherd boy, that
demonstrated, unaided, the propositions
of the first three books of Euclid ; or of
Pascal, when his father had interdicted
the study of mathematics to his son, ac-
complishing the same remarkable feat?
Wore these youths wisely engaged in
thus poring over the simplest truths,
which, had they known it, wereat theixr
finger s ends?  Undoubtedly, the die-
tate of wisdom is, to him who in abrief
life would survey the ntmost bounds of
knowledge, to use all the foreign aid
which he can summon to his assistunce.
The instructions of the school room,
which present this truth in a simple
sammary, and systematic form, are one
of these aids: and in addition thereto,
every one who is anxious to view truth
ander special and different aspects, must
approeah it as it ig exhibited in the vol-
umes of those master minds who have
penetrated farthest into the arcana of na-
ture. The manner of studying, is a
point not to be overlooked in connection
with this topic, and the difliculties which
meet the student in the outset or in tho
progress of his carcer. The history of

other minds, however illustrious they
were, ghed an instractive light on our
paihway, We are pursuing the same
career ; each of us may say—+ sequor,
etsi non passibus  equis”’—the history
of their difficulties and the manner ‘in
which they overcamo them, alleviates
our burdens; we are borne o8 on angely’
wings, over the ground on which, but
for such aid and sympathy, we should
have crawled as worms. It we for a
moment contemplate that immense sea
ol hiterature which is the rceord of the
teeming fancies, the tender sensibilities,
the taste, the imaginution of our own
and all by-gone ages, we shall conclude
at onee, that nonstructions of the sehool
room, no well thumbed text books of
seraps or extracts, no rujes or formulas
of criticism, can ever replace that know-
ledge which is to begathered froman ae-
tual perusel of the elassical literature of
our mother tonguo. Let us recollect,
ton, with honest pride, that in several
departwents, this literature i8 of trans-
cendantescellence.  There may bea few
Greck compositions rivaling anything
we have produced.  The Jliad of Iomer,
is undoubtedly the first epicin the world,
and has the (Bdipus ¢f Sopbocles, 1ts
reer anywhere? Butas a whole, the
Einglish poetry is the richest gift over be-
stowed by the genius of any people,
upon the human famly.

The school library, is the depository
of this literature, and by the study of it
chiefly, must the taste of our people be
refined and the current of their thoughts
ke ennobled.  In [taly, pictures and sta-
tues, architecture and music, have per-
[zrroed this task : in England landscape
gvdening has  infused universally a
tinge of poetic sentiment. Hero these
asencies do not exist; but it is the
[ uivilege of all to see suspended in writ-
132, the imnperial creations of the poet
..20] the philosopher, and to gaze on them
till their ownsouls thrill wish transport,
and vibrate in unissa with these gener-
ous sentiments. It may be urged that
periodical literature may replace that of
the library, and that the village news-
paper and the monthly magazine, are a
fitting substitute for bound” volumes.—
But this supyposition is too weak to ad-
mis of refutation. An argament which
fills a volume requires a volume ;—the
conclusion reached at the close, is arriy-
cd ab as the result of a series of consecu-
tive arguments which require such a



