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necessity of spcaking to an uninarried man on certain
things, on which the rnost coinmon laws of decency
ought to have for ever scaled tlicir lips, liad alniost killed

them le Not hundreds, but thousands of times I have
beard froffi . the dying lips of single girls, as well as of
married women', the awful words: I am for ever lost!
All my past confessions and coýnmunions have been as

niany sacrileges ! 1 have never d ' ared to, answer correctly
the quotions of my confessors Shame has scaled my

lips and damned. iny'soul
How many times 1 remained as one petrified by the

>Ide of a corpse when, these last words having hardly
escaped the lips of one of rny female penitents, she -was

snatched out of my. reach by the -merciless band of
death, before 1 , could give her pardon through the

deccitful, sacramental absolution! 1 then believed, as
,the dead sýnner herself believed, that- she could not. bc
forgiven exçept 4y that absolution.

For there -are -'-not only thousands, but millions of
Roman Catholic oÂrIs and- wornen whose keen sense of
modesty and womanly dignitý are above al] the 'ophisins

and diabolical machina6ons-bf-lheir priests. Théy never
can be persuaded to aiiswer Il Y, es to certain questions

of - their confessor ' s. They would prefer to be thrown
into the flames, atid. burnt to ashes uith the Brahmin

ratherýîhan to allow the e es -of a man to,widows, y Pry
into. -the,,sacred s'anctuary of -their souls.. Though

.Sqmetimes guilty befor.e God, and under the impression
-i-hat their sins will never be forgiven if not confessed,
the, laws of decency are stronge' in - their hearts'than the

laiys . of their cruel and. perfidious Church. . No'. con-
sideration, not even thé fear of eternal on, can
persuade thèm to Veclare to a sinful ffln sins which


