
aLTHOUGH not as deeply interested, or as directly 
• concerned in nil the details of the County of Yar

mouth, as if ho had been born in this County, and had 
listened from childhood to the story of its settlement and 
subsequent progress ; the Author has always considered it 
a duty as well as a pleasure, to gather up particulars illus- 
trative of the Character and Institutions of the people 
amongst whom his lot, for some years, has been cast.

This more systematic effort to preserve the floating 
traditions and to collect the scattered records of the past, by 
which, when connected with our present condition, the pro
gress which has been made, may be appreciated, was the 
result of an invitation issued by the Governors of Kings Col
lege, Windsor, for Essays on County Histories, under the 
thoughtful and liberal intelligence of the Akins Foundation. 
I sent them an Essay on the history of this County in 
1872 ; and, from the expressions of satisfaction with which 
they were pleased to accompany the reception of my 
paper,—together with the then general interest in the
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