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“ Now, if tlut#rl was only Gertrude,”
mused Mr. John Warrington,as he watched
lel;ria.geoutofugh:, ¢ it might be en-

°

Mr. John Watri

y hurry to make
John Harcourt’s house ;

of him fora week. But at

did not seem in

rance at Sir
ing was

one even-

lings and
dress shewing plainly in the red glow of the
hearth, He came close up to where she
stood and, just uttering her made a
ﬁ and cqre&:o&nti,ons bow, nt:ll 'hgej:n?ﬁeer;
e respon y ome ified.
Neither ol;o them spoke a l;%lbhyfnr several
minutes ; and then Gertrude, jbing on
her most stately manner, sad, in icy
g il ted, Mc. Warrington 3 and,
‘“ m X -
since we’luwe to go through
ful and, in mg opinion,
view, may I beg that you will
brief as pessible ?” ¢
“It cannot ~ be more di ble to- you
thlm.iz liln;o ,me,” . he ﬂ‘ baughbtily,
“1 wis y e 81n0 :
posgible, htﬁ;*'epay;u is so~plinfnllm
cious that I must.ask vou topardon me

inter-
e it as

if I speak more plainly than seems courte- | shad

ous.”

““You cannot speak too plainly for,
pleasure,”” said thawing'a litﬂo?}zv
some subtle intonation of the voice or man=
ner; “ but I think it may spare you some
unnecessary words if I you at once that
nothing shall induce me to fulfil the con-
ditions of my grandfather’s will.”

“ Are you fu‘ll"y acquainted with the con-
sequence then ?” he asked, gravely. * Do
you know the forfeit you -must pay in case
of refusal to comgly Lﬁ them?”

“ Certainly, .'I lose my fortune ;” and
Miss Warrington drew herself up in magni-
ficent scorn as she spoke. “But nothing
< make any diff Mr. Warrington.
1 have ntleﬂmm?hft, and that
is the privilege'of saying “No.”” .

*Pardon me, yorl camnot say ‘ No' to
what has never been asked,” he answered,

ightly ironical.

The hot blood rushed into Gertrude’s
cheeks, and her.eyes flashed -angrily. :

“I consid your presence here a
sufficient intimation of your wishes, sir,”
she retorted hotly. Ty

“Then you made a mistake,” he gaid, in
a voice as proud as her own. *‘ My wisher
have not been  consulted in the matterg, I
consented to a personal interview with You
only under extreme pressure, knowing how
embarrassing it must needs be to both of

7

BB
““ Then may I ask what did bring you
here, sir ?”” asked Gertrnde, with supreme
hauteur, beginning dimly $o comprehend
that she had nothing to fear on the score of
Mr. John Warrington, and in a fit of per-
versity.not'a little pigued at it.

He hesitated a moment before answering,
devoutly wishing the self-possessed young
lady before him would contrive to be a
little quicker of comprehension. The inter-
View was proving even more €m
than he had _anticipated, all the mere sp
that with all her magnificent dignity and
self-possession there was a subtle charm
@nd fascination about Miss Gertrade
Warrington that made his ungracious task
most terribly disagreeable.

‘1t seems, that gy the terms of the wills,”
he began, in a: constrained voice, ‘1o ar-
rangement could be completed 3‘ I saw
you personally. 1 wish to ‘explain to you
—and I assure youI'do so very )
—that —that I have not the least intention
—the wills insist that in case I ecould not
——" Here he came o a full 4nd
stared- helplessly into the firs, most dévout-

wishing himself at the. anti

1 tipodes, and
d‘;mly conscious that his companion” ‘was

rather enjoying the sitnation than not.

““ Well ?° queried the young lady, calmly,
whilean amused smile crossed her face as
the nature of his difficulty dawned upon her.

Making a supreme effort, he began’ again.
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this very pain--
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-Wrell had a pretty cottage
sm#mwnd-ma steep chiff
o & beautiful sweep of bay:

«

1l

the old’ tower.
*“QOh, auntie, auntie !" she ealled, hastily.

.lm;(l 1":Id.?“glsnood affright

iss Jame up in affr A

“ Quick,” she -id—p"bq quick; Gertie'l

‘We ‘must wade along ‘the reef before the

“water gets any deeper.” | i 0 wiop 1
Throwing away specimer

o a8, the: uch.other by.‘t.hehmd

she raised her voice in s
There was no living thing in. 3 r
‘?d' . ﬂo’ oy pui-t-tlyuu T

ing sea, ing so over the
&::t!:“of rock. N do mz:‘mnv:‘
a few gulls sweepi WwR on crests
the waves—not ovx s fishing-bost was in
:'?ht. With great treuble Gertfude

hér sunt to let her to cross

alone.. It was almest a forlora hope, but 1t

the pitiless sea should have covered
with its tessy waves. She tied her dress
away from her feet, and, taking one of the
uunllm:ln to lixed N:l(e; way ' with, advauced
boldl the or some twen
Thonylh:'suddenly slipped’ and ?elr‘i'::o
deep water. ing a wild scream of
&Ly ey
i en, faint izzy,
back to the still safe refuge of the old ruins.
Here, in horrible fear, shiveringin their wet
clothes, the'two ladies wai every now
and then raising their voices in cries for help
and ‘waving their handkerchiefs as signals
of distress. But the quick minutes passed
on,and no living thing was to be seen on Jand
or sea. The water crept up higher and
higher, so slowly, so-remorselessly. It was
already at the foot. of their last heap of
stones, and they could see in each other's
blanched faces the horrible dread that m
sessed them, when suddenly a small boat
shot out fiom the shelter of the land, gnd,
impelled by powerful strokes, drew rapidly
towards them. ‘It seemed hours to the two,
waiting and fearing, on the now rapidly dis-
-8 heap of stones, with the sprz.y of
tEs waves splaching over them, but it was
in m&f{yﬁonly ten h::uauftea, t:ll} they were
lifted a strong hand from their perilous
e and placed in the stern of the small
The oarsman threw them a reugh
pilot coat and an old rug, both of which had
seen much service on the  water, and, with-
out wasting sny words, ‘bent again to
Lears; apparently only'intent ‘on getting :
shivering freight as quickly s possibly

Very: miserable and :woe- 3
lookz In her scramble ous ‘of the
Gertrude had lost her hat, and her -
‘ing-d:ul?hfnn&na:‘?llnnd» “l
damp hegvy folds, while water

nicidmp‘fromulouhﬂdhdgit
&nt lay uncoiled on her shoulder and down
to her waist. She had put up her hand to

fasten it round her head again, when she
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seemod too horible to wait there qniem, 3
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