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•*XTbe (Colonist ! =!=NATIONALIZING THE TELEPHONE.

It would seem that Sir William Mu- 
lock has been able to Induce his col­
leagues to accept hie views upon the 
Government ownership of telephones. 
We have already referred to the com­
mittee appointed at Ottawa, of which 
Sir William Is chairman, and to the 
arguments which were adduced at the 
first meeting by him and others In 
favor of the proposal. As was stated 
then, It is contemplated that the Gov­
ernment of Canada should secure and 
operate the long-distance telephone 
lines and that the municipalities should 
control and operate the short lines, 
forming, on the whole, a series of 
groups by which a wide area of coun­
try could be covered. Whether this 
would prove to be a paying proposition 
remains to be seen. It will, however, 
be a matter of great public utility, es­
pecially to farmers. Nowadays the 
success of a farmer depends upon his 
close contact and Intimate knowledge 
of the markets, and by a system of tele­
phones this will be, to a great extent, 
rendered possible.

It is not proposed, evidently, to take 
over the existing systems of telephone, 
but to work In conjunction therewith. 
It is held that it will be an advantage 
to independent companies to obtain 
connections through the municipal and 
governmental exchanges, and the way 
will also be opened to municipalities 
acquiring their own systems with less 
difficulty and having connection with 
all parts of Canada at Government 
rates and under Government regula­
tions.

There are two sides to the question 
of Government ownership, and it is, 
perhaps, just as well that existing con­
ditions are not disturbed Just at pres­
ent In discussing the question of 
“cheap” telephones possible under 
municipal ownership, the Montreal Ga­
zette points out that in Glasgow, as in 
one or two other places, the authori­
ties did not recognize that the tele­
phone was in its development stage and 
that the life time of telephone equip­
ment Is not coterminus with its physi­
cal ability. It says that in Glasgow, 
after five years of operation, a good 
deal of the municipal plant is inefficient 
and out of date, and that it is neces­
sary to replace It with something more 
modem. At first the rates charged 
were very satisfactory, but they only 
provided for the interest charge, for 
the cost of operation and maintenance. 
They did - not contemplate that the 
equipment of 1900 would have to be 
discarded in five years, sold for scrap 
and replaced by new and more costly 
equipment. The Gazette, which has 
been consistently opposed to Govern­
ment ownership, does not regard this 
as good finance and says that tele­
phone rentals under such circumstances 
are made so by the free gift of the 
capital involved. - However, as a pub­
lic utility, telephones, under business 
management, should be operated cheap­
er as a Government than as a private 
enterprise, in the same way as postal 
facilities are cheaper tmd better con­
trolled by the state.

ssjwb S&im&ss,
has assumed, and one which is of special selves. Whether any of them will ac- 
interest to British Columbia, is stated cept the invitation we do not know, but 
in the following vrhat we do .know is that no intestiga-

, . C . ‘ tion as to the reality of the Russian gold
In politics the law of exchange holds bars which Mr. Henry Norman was ner- 

good, it seem», and we understand from mined to photograph will assist matters 
quite reliable sources that, in exchange much. Russia might have £100,000,000 
for the surrender by the Western mem- stored np in vaults, and yet be hopelessly 
bers on the question of Provincial rights, insolent. Certainly the testimony of 
the Govcrnmrait will not put a DUTY men who were Russia’s guests would not 
ON LUMBER; otherwise it would. In be conclusive. Russia has exhausted 
tect, such a course WAS ALREADY her credit, and to raise a loan on the 
AGREED UPON. strength of reserves which are already

If this be true, and we have no doubt heavily mortgaged will not be possibK 
that the Advocate’s source of informa- Japanese credit has gone up in proper-

tion as Russia has gone down, and the 
most Strenuous efforts, of Russia to save 

has good cause to feel indignant at the her face financially will not induce the 
action of the Government and its sup- French (who have already found £400,* 
porters from the Northwest Territory. HeTissue.?’Dy °ther nati0° *° take “P 
It is bad enough to surrender their own 
rights, but to make the interests of an­
other Province suffer as the price of that 
surrender is still worse.

It will cause these urines to close down, 
,*• no mine operator will operate Me mines 
to be U*ld responsible to have every one 
of 3,000 men out of the mines before the 
eight hours are up, or pay a line of $100 
for every man for each offence, if a man 
Is in the mine longer than the eight 
hour*.

It cannot be done. Hence, I feel con­
fident that these mines will not work after 
the act becomes law.

Now, sir, I never intended to say any 
more; but I believe It Is but Just to the 
operators here, since business men, men of 
intelligence who are elected and sent to 
make laws for the good of the people of 
this province, will pass acts to make me 
and the man who employs me pay a fine 
of from $10 to $100 If I happen “to be in 
the mine longer than eight hours from 
bank to bank.

Now, sir, I hâve worked in California, 
Washington and this Island, in the mines 
for nearly 30 years, and in all that time 
I never knew the miners to have to work 
as long or as hard by two hours per shift 
on this Island as the miners did *n the 
United States; and the operators and man­
agers of these mines always know that 
the miners of America were working un­
derground ten hours.

No man can say that they ever àsked 
their miners to work more than eight 
hours; and the mines of this Island have 
always had the fairest and best of man­
agers and bosses and the best of ventila­
tion—no expense is spared to make men’s 
lives safe while they are working. I 
know men who left this place and went to 
Australia and New Zealand to work In the 
mines, and they told me they, could not 
average over $35 per month; while I am 
sure the same men can make here $70 In 
the same hours.

Now, Sir, Mr. Hawthornthwaite talks 
about Mr. Dunsmulr’s bluffing. If Mr. 
Hawthornthwaite and the legislators who 
voted to pass an act that will compel'these 
mines to close down and throw thousands 
of men out of work and bring poverty 
upon women and children, are not sorry 
before six months are over, they will not 
have much principle.

The miners mnst know that these mines, 
the way they are timbered, can be shut 
down for a long time, and who will have 
•to suffer? The miner, his wife and chil­
dren, and not the employer.

Employers both here and at Nanaimo 
have always treated their men the very 
best. To think that the legislators should 
say to them, “Now, if any of your em­
ployees are longer than eight hours in the 
mine, we will make you

■■a*. Whet are tW C. P. *. men doing 
J-ken the, let legislation like this con- 
nnne? Moat of their passengers weat of 
Winnipeg are commercial men. The, hare 
a big lntereet In this matter. For whom 
are they building their new hotel on 
James Bay? The railroad men and the 
business folk haVe most influence In this 
country, and it is to their best Interests to 
see that their legislators look to it that 
Canada In general, and British Columbia 
In particular, are not deserted by the gentry 
who pay handsomely wherever they go, 
and bring business in their train. Prefer­
ential tariff la a good thing, but It Is rot­
ten w'lln It deals with articles which pos­
sibly cannot be, or at any rate are not, 
manufactured in this province.
„ A. UTTLEY,
Representing Crown Perfumery Co., Lon­

don and Paris.
Victoria, April 17. 1905.

and gardeners every w her 
gSjfb place confidence In Ferry’s 

Beeds—tbe kind that never fall.

* ferry's J
have been the standard for 49 years, 
They are not an experiment.

K bold by all dealers. 1905 Seed 
rjj. Annual free for the asking.
Ç-V D. M. FERRY & CO., 

wmoaoR, ont.
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rat**: POULTRY* AND LIVESTOCK. .

FOR SALE—Good family cow, part Jer­
sey; 3rd calf last December ; will allow 
anyone to milk her. Price $50. Apply 
S. H. Musgrave, North Saanich, B. O.

fThe Canadian Annual Review of 
Public Affairs for 1904, written by J. 
Castell Hopkins, Is now In the press 
and will be Issued shortly. This is the 
fourth year of publication and. Judging 
by the table of contents, the work 
grows increasingly valuable. The new 
volume devotes nearly 100 pages to a 
history of the general elections in Can- 

, ada—Including full details of such mat-
are aware there was a portion of the ters as the Dundonald affair, the Grand 
boundary line not determined by settle- Trunk Pacific project, the Blair-Rus- 
ment under the Alaska boundary award, Incident, the question of Northwest

«■•>«*- «»■■■> -
of 1903. The charts prepared under elaborate study of the Ontario Provtn- 
survey failed to give any data for a cial elections and of Imperial questions, 
stretch of territory towards the southern Hucb 0-3 Defence and the Chamberlain

•___ ____movement, the Canadian Preference,end of the boundary, covering a distance the vlslt of the Archblshop Canter-
of nearly two hundred miles between the ; bury, the change in the Govemor-Qen- 
mountain peaks known as Kate’s Needle eralshlp, the treaty-making power and 
and Devil’s Thumb. Shortly after the : Newfoundland elections and Con-
_____ , , . . > federation. Relations *wlth the United
award was made, commissioners were states and varied phases of material, 
appointed to place the boundary line and , educational and religious development 
erect visible monuments. The commis- ; are also dealt with, and, to quote the

Canadian Magazine, tljis work appears 
to be "judicial, encyclopaedic and not 
too diffuse."

to £ .. —2 no To keep away “ Black Flies,
Fishing, hunting, or surveying parties 
should never omit to cjtrry with them

1 25

CALYERT’S
20 ° Carbolic Soap.

THE ALASKA BOUNDARY.StW l-WEEKLY fiOlOWST FOR SALE—Cow, Jnst calved ; good milker. 
R. Daniels, Colquitz, P. O. ap20The final gap in the Alaska boundary 

dispute has been filled. As our readers FOB SALE—Very fine Gordon setter pupa, 
9 weeks old. Geo. Pirie, Foul Bay. ap20

FOR SALE—Single comb Rhode Island 
Bed and Silver Laced Wyandottes* eggs 
for hatching, from prize winning stock, 
$2.50 per setting; fertility guaranteed. 
Geo. C. Anderson, Savoy Cigar Store.

One year .
Six months
three months .......................*...................... M

Bent postpalu to Canada, United King­
dom and United States.

.*..$1 00 
.k.. 50 j It has a ready sale in hot climates, V 

fl both owing to its refreshing qualities a 
A and also to th-: protection its use gives 1 
■ again t mosquito and ocn«r iuhect bites ■ 
K or stings, ringworm, itch, &c. 8

ff 30 rt*. a tnblst. .O-vg/yrV, or by moil from m
E F. C. CALVERT Co. «07 Dorchester Street, M

Montreal ■
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-MR. OLIVER AMONG HIS CON­
STITUENTS. BUFF ORPINGTONS—Prize pen, $2; util­

ity, 51; White, $2; Pekin ducks, 75c. set­
ting Miss Turner, Cadboro Bay road. 
Tel. B337. apl8

Mr. Frank Oliver, the new Minister of 
"the Interior, Is now In the West among 
Ills constituents, preparing for election. 
It is not known yet whether Xhere will 
be any opposition. However, In an In­
terview which he gave to a Free Press 

: reporter in Winnipeg, he does not seem 
to attach much significance to his elec­
tion as a test of the state of public 
feeling in the Northwest on the sepa­
rate school question. He cannot but 

■ recognize that the conditions in his 
•constituency are unusual. There Is a 
large number of French-Canadlans, and 
.also several thousand Galicians, the 
•majority of whom are members of the 
Greek Church, who believe in sepa- 
-rate schools. In the general election 
Mr. Oliver had a majority of over two 
thousand, and, with a majority of elec­
tors already In favor of separate 
schools, It would be absolutely out of 
•the question to make his success there 
a criterion of public feeling In other 
parts of the Northwest. Had it not 
been for this fact Walter Scott, of Re­
gina, or Thomas Grdenway, former 
Premier of Manitoba, would have been 
selected In his stead. Formerly, while 
Mr. Oliver was a member of the North­
west Council, he was strenuously In 
favor of doing away with separate 
schools and the .dual languages. 
As an Independent Libéral he was 
never in favor with the Government at 
Ottawa until recently. He gave his 

1 strongest opposition to the Yukon Rail­
way bill and to the Crow’s Nest Rail­
way bill. Mr. Mclnnes, who was asso­
ciated with him in his opposition to 
the Crow’s Nest Railway deal, became 
unpopular with the Government In Ot­
tawa on that account and gave up 
Dominion politics. Mr. . Richardson, 
through tl)e Influence of Mr. Slfton, 
was defeated and Is now «out of poli­
tics. Possibly; having their experience 
In view, he, as the St. John Sun re­
marks, took careful stock of the situa­
tion and became subservient. When 
much more important Issues were at 
stake, such as the "Grand Trunk Pa­
cifié contract and the present sepa­
rate school question, he has been In 
accord with the Government and has 
now received his reward.

Mr. Oliver, too, has all the advant­
ages which come from the Grand Trunk 
Pacific Railway construction, by which 
Edmonton Is peculiarly favored, and 
also the fact that Edmonton is, for 
the present, selected as the capital of 
the new Province. Influences so pow­
erful and subtle as these are sufficient 
to secure his election, which, however, 
■can in no way be regarded as reflecting 
sentiment in the Northwest He Is the 
■creature of special circumstances and 
•conditions such as exist nowhere else 
In the Territories, and for this he may 
thank his lucky star and not the popu­
larity or wisdom of the Government of 
which he is now a member.

TheSprott-S/iaur
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BOGS FOR SETTING—It Is stated by all 
who hare seen my Barred Rocks they 
are the finest flock they have seen in 
these parte—price 50c. per dozen. John 
C. Mollet, South Salt Spring P. O., 
B. C. rf;*£11

sioners recently made their report, and 
an exchange of notes between Great Bri­
tain a.od the United -States has effected

FOR SALE—Heavy draught horse for sale. 
•Apply at B. C. Soap Works. VANCOUVER, B.C. ^ ’

Has well known specialists at the head 
of Its Commercial, Shorthand, Telegraphy, 
Academy, Technical, and Art departments.

Send for prospectus for our correspond­
ence courses, which are a specialty.
R. J. SPROTT, B.A,........ PRINCIPAL
H. A. SCRIVEN, B.A„....VICE-PRIN. 
DAVID BLAIR, Esq, Technical Master

ap9

FOR SALE—Eggs from hens guaran-.e-d 
to lay not less than 200 eggs each per 
year; White, jlroWn, Black Leghorns, 
White, Bgff, Barred Rocks, $1.00 per 
setting. Mrs. Edith Stewart, Chemalnus. 
All prize birds, or bred from such, pad

“Ton say your late nbcie .was an eccen­
tric old fellow. Do you think he was In­
sane?”

“T don’t know—the will hasn’t been read 
yet.”—Cleveland Leader*

the acceptance of the terms of the report 
by the two governments. Under this 
agreement Canada gains considerable 
territory, but the advantage is not very 
real, as the territory in question is sup­
posed to be almost wholly valueless. The 
region is mountainous and broken, and 
nearly all of it is covered with perpetual

a fine ofpay
$100 for every one of them”!

Some/ of the men who passed that act 
don’t own one cent’s worth of property on 
the Island.

I would like to say to the miners, take 
care of your money; you will need It. It 
is our fault the act did pass.

76- ADARE POÙLTRY FARM—Wm. Baylls, 
Ross Bay, Fairfield Road, Victoria, B. C. 
Choice eggs for setting, from pure bred 
and vigorous stock. Barred Plymouth 
Rocks, from first prize birds; S. C. Black 
Mtnorcas; S. C. Brown Leghorns; Tou­
louse geese; Pekin ducks. All eggs tested 
before shipping and warranted from 
choice matings. Orders taken at Brown 
fc Cooper’s, Government. street, or by 
post - card, to P» O. Box 580, Victoria.

I LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
-•

HARBOR COMMISSIONERS AND 
BOARD OF TRADE.

Sir—I crave a little space In this issue 
In answer to your editorial on Harbor 

There is a wide disparity* of state- Commissioners, and in dealing with the 
ments made with respect to the dis- matter will Incidentally touch upon the 
closures contained in the now famous :?ne£, workings of the institution known as 
interview of Hon. Robert Roger* re- ÎSerS° Trade toe pabUc elation

sawaasagsaffla ss1 ■a-.gna
authorities there. Sir Wilfrid Laurier that as the board is not an elective one 
gave emphatic denials to certain state- ( in the public sense removes this Institu­
ants made by Mr. Rogers. It is, tion from criticism or responsibility. To 
therefore, confidently agsutned that this I reply true, bnt in a measure Only, 
what Mr. Rogers said was untrue. In There is another side to thle, and One that 
fact, he is accused of “lying" and the board cannot afford to Ignore, namely, 
"demagogic utterances.” It has reach- i that privileges legislated upon are almost 
ed that stage in Dominion poUtlcs that! 7hoUy Poblic in nature, and as they claim 
to differ with the Premier of Canada, to jspeak !° A broad eommérdal senJ-e, they 
either in a statement of fact or a point assuming a prerogative without true 
of nollcv Ifltohé ~ representation-or responsibility. It was tocrime ’ y<iir W?lfdd a JVgh : correct these abuses that the old Chamber

WKfl?i? Laurler a d Hon-1 of Commerce was formed, and In absorb- 
Mr. Rogers are both men occupying re- ing the latter body, Mr. Pitts and other 
sponsible positions In their relative members of the Board of Trade acknowl- 
spheres of action. The former may be edged that the old system had failed of 
much the bigger man, but It does not support and' appreciation, and pledged 
follow that he Is the more truthful, himself and pe-workers-on the old board to 
It does not follow that he Is the more remove the Stigma. That these promises 
reliable as an authority as to what oc- weTe hept Is evident by the frequent clash- 
curred at the Interview which took 66 tblt have 'taken place since, and the 
place at Ottawa. Out of his own mouth of barbor commlsedonera Is only
it has been shown that at least hts bne ^ many Instances of where the wish- 
memory failed m severni “ of the maln Mr have been held inmatters lmP?rtant abeyance for months after their expres-

,.Howe,ver, Mr Rogers Is not slon and killed by the subtle Influences of 
alone in the position he has taken. Hon. the Inner circle at a convenient moment. 
Cotta Campbell, Attorney-General, a A continuance of the old policy la respop- 
colleague, who was present with Mr. 1 sible for the. dropping off of a large abm- 
Rogers, has also made a statement, in her of member» and the gradual lessening 
which he clearly proves Sir Wilfrid of attendance; at meetings, a loss of power 
Laurier in the wrong and confirms at Ottawa anil Victoria, and a silent con- 
whpt was said by Mr. Rogers. It is *empt on the' part of the average citizen not necessary to follow a bad example *?Ward ,bÆj- Surety this to Itself 
by saying that Sir Wilfrid was “Ivtrfir " sbod'd be enough for any man with a That haf aTugly sotmd aT?pplied to thosc bavln« the
public men Wo h.v. wtabes of the. board at heart, should haveS hav?'„ however, the awakened ere this to an appreciation of
word of two other publie men in re- their position. In regard to the harbor 
sponsible positions against hts, and the commission, Mr. Morley has gone fully ln- 
assumption is strong that he was mis- j to the Introduction of this question and lta 
taken. Mr. Campbell says that there history. It is my purpose to show Its 
Is evidence In what he says that his , value in a public and commercial sense, 
memory Is failing. That Is at least a Objection has been taken without coin- 
charitable view of the case, and It is Parison of powers to the appointment here 
just as possible that his memory Is not of tbe boflrd of commissioners after the 
as good as it once was. just as his fa,,nre at Montreal. There Is a wide dlf- 
health is not as good as it once was. j lVT^e L" tbe constitution of the two 
At all events we have as much right1 Tb® committee were cogtizant of
to believe the statement» centièmes tbe difficulties experienced over two yearstwo men »» w» w 1 ago an* were careful to eliminate certain
statement jîf to 5?111fV?1 the Privileges enjoyed by the Montreal board.

granting that all are ■ The local act , would embody that more In 
ordlnerily reliable. j keeping with conditions here, and Is ad-

We are also led to believe that what visory In character. It would be Inter- 
Mr. Rogers said has been repudiated by cstlng, Mr. Editor, were you to give a 
his chief, Hon. Mr. Roblin, Premier of synopsis of the two, for apace forbids 
Manitoba. In view of what Mr. Rob- i bere- A perusal would show much of 
lin did say It Is rather an inmilt to Talue- too much so, indeed, to throw the 
our intelligence to be asked to accept whole Question overboard for the sake of 
such a statement. Not by the faint- ,55L objectionable detail it may contain.
eat Inference did the Premier in anv ‘ Se pîlntd loweTer-, There
wav chalien»•» hi. imy are reasons why harbor commissionersspeech to the^l.Ôtnr^0^,8^1;8"» ?” t Phon'd not be appointed; they are not ac- 
Raldh. ? Moimtain at ceptable to the C. P. B. or to Mr. Ker;
tiS,t'h'L u » den*ed most emphatically there are other shipping interests too who 
that he had made g proposition to the would rather face present conditions than 
Dominion Government through Mgr. 'that obtained under commissioners. Capt. 
snarretti and the Archbishop of St. I Troup as chairman of harbors and navl- 
Boniface, that he would modify the nation committee cannot be expected to 
school laws of the Province on the con- see ey® to eye with the balance of the 
dition that the school lands held bv îK)a.td’ and tbe reason Is quite apparent, 
the Dominion for the Province be vest IÎJ ** alao apparent to members that the 
ed In or transferred to the Provlndal “ld Practice of placing on committees ser- 
Govemment. He was dealini-wHh Tanta of interested corporations Is a vlcl- 
charges that had S oaB one' ,nd abonld not continue if in-hlmself '»= l.oHe^ made nsainst dependent expression Is to prevail. " Here
and not ^,,î?adeî ‘he Government ia the peg upon which the whole question 
Mid T?» ^bat Mr- Rogers had has been hung np, and the peg also that
said. He was nailing accusations false- many of the offleera of this interesting in- 

preferred to create the Impression stltution are fastened to. Capt. Troup 
tnat R was he, and not Mgr. febarretti,, teIls °s in extenuation of his action that 
and his poll teal allies, who had made 1 tbe b°ard has more power and Influence 
the proposition for restoring separate at ottawa than .vould a board of commls- 
sehools in Manitoba, an invention »»1 8l°nere- This Is the sum and substance of 
skilful as it was false 03 , his objection to the expressed wishes of

Mr. Roblin, in common with1 men-» the members some months ago. It Is not more opposed to the present auto^î ' Pecea6aV to with Capt. Troup; he
bill, has declared In i knows tbe Powers of the board better than
"excitement effect, that the we do, and five independent men appoint­
ed the autnnnm^'ifn? upon..the subject ed by the Dominion government as com- 
de«l™hi. ^ blu was altogether un- missioned would be an unknown quantity 
nrehTdiild d Unnec®38ary ” Any un- In matters of steamboat inspection, etc., 

C,ed..pe^?0n who has given the etc- I take It that the readers of this let- 
sngntest attention to the question must ter can aee that wé do not role, that neces- 
açse with that view of the case Plty lor long months of committee work 
lne- w03 no necessity for the “excite- aaTe Passed away, that queetiohs of public 
ment, because there was no neeeasltv convenience and interest must run the 
for the educational clauses in the gan“‘le,t of cornorate approval, that the 
tonomy bill, and Sir Wllfridi. hi Temalning functions of membership consist 
friends—and we include In that® „„?st ?*, P»ylng the necessary expenses by con- 
gory the Toronto Globe the leedir,044®’ trlbntion of dues enabling the president 
gan of the Liberal nî’r*,, '»ad!?g or~ fnd secretary to affix the the seal of pnb-
in introducing thr,.* parly—admit that He assent to the commercial upbuilding of 
est mistake to hi» life6 n^dex>thegreat- thto clty ln tbe borate interest, if I 
not create the nra»Hft‘ ,bIr-R°Sers did can get a reply to this letter that will give 
ra«™VS£.1 * pre,3ent situation. Those ™e ground for answer, I will endesvor to
end .,f™e-for tbat are the framers 8how ”P the unfairness of this institution 
on »uUpp,orters the autonomy bill and those responsible for the same; for I 
alv.« be elrcnmstances connected with verllV believe that little can be done in 
Which have aroused the suspicion »nd remedying each a state of affairs until the 
distrust of those who desire for th. searchlight of public opinion p-netrates the 
people of the Northwest the fullest lih recesses and dark corners of the Board of 
ertles which are accorded to them uni Trades lnner clrc"'’ 
der the British North America Act—
RHtf.Hm^ 'iber‘!es that are enjoytd in 

Columbia. • Any effort to dis- 
tort the speech of Premier Roblin 
a condemnation of his colleagues is » wntd!s,nSeniioua and dishonest 
e W,,/u attempt to deceive those not 
familiar with the facts.

RU88IA’8 SOLVENCY.

for I.cbpir°n’ the end will be in sight 
ror lack of means to carry it on. Thii!T"uI£.apply. to Japan equllly with Rns- 
sia, with this exception that Japan Is in 
a ranch better position financially to car- 
^on. Japan has credit. Russia has nor.
Whatever may be the iaaue of the im­
pending naval engagement, it cannot 
lone affect the final result. Speaking on 
the financial aspect of the question, Pnb- 
hc Opimon sages “What is the troth 
eBout Russian finance? Mr. Lucien 
Wolf having, in the columns of the 
Times, challenged Russian solvency, and 
hkened the famous war-chest to Mme.
Humbert's safe. brought invita­
tion from the Russian Finance Minister

snow.
■o- JOHN HAIGH. FarmersExtension, April 14.QUESTION OF VERACITY.

THE VICTORIA BOARD OF TRADE.
Sir—The organization Incorporated with 

this name, in addition to tie otirer vagar­
ies, now finds that one of its missions is 
to advocate municipal ownership. I have 
not access at the moment to the constitu­
tion of this* association, but have always 

ed that the functions of a board of 
trade tfere mainly confined to promoting 
the establishment of new Industries, pro* 
tecting those already established, and gen­
erally encouraging trade.

We have operating here a company 
known as the B. C. Electric By. Co., with 
some $6,000,000 invested in the province, 
and now paying to the investors bbout 
5 per cent, per annum all round on its dif­
ferent classes of securities. This com­
pany is trading in light in this city. Its 
rates, although governed by the cost of 
power obtained from another local com­
pany, are no higher than the average rates 
prevailing ln other cities of the same size 
and where similar conditions obtain. No 
general complaint exists of these rates. 
Former lighting companies with higher 
rates failed to make a success and lost 
their shareholders' money.

In the face of this we find the council 
of the Victoria Board of Trade sentUng a 
•delegation to the City Council, advocating 
the purchase dl the gas works ln order 
that the citizens may trade in light and 
form a competitor to a company engaged 
in a similar business, many of whose 
stockholders are. members of the Board of 
Trade, and who in . Joining 
tution were so Impelled because they took 
it for granted that one of its primary ob­
jects was to protect .vested Interests.

Of all the extraordinary acts of the V’c- 
toria Board of Trade which during vue 
.past few years hays made it ridiculous, It 
seema to me that none are more deservipg 
of criticism than the Instance quoted. The 
Victoria Gas Works are, it seema, for sale 
—and why? Because the company’s profits 
owing to the low price it is compelled to 
sell its product at have been decreasing 
until, if fr am correctly informvd It is 
only enabled to pay a 4 per cent, d.v.dend.

Negotiations it seems have been « iitered 
into for the purchase of the works by the 
B. C. Electric By. Co. The Board of 
Trade, becoming cognizant of this—acting 
the part of. a common busybody—steps in 
either for the purpose of enabling the 
Gas Company to obtain a higher price, or 
to air a fad which one would hardly ex­
pect to see supported by any board of 
trade. Without wishing to discuss the 
merits or demerits ot this fad, be it good, 
or bad, it is not one ever advocated by 
snch an organization as a board of trade. 
As a rule these bodies Include among their 
members a majority of level-headed busi­
ness men, to whom these fads are repug­
nant, and the cranks are In a minority, 
which, unfortunately, does not seem to be 
the case here, for the latter seem to con­
trol, and ‘‘more’s the pity of It.”

apT

MAYWOOD POULTRY 1n YARDS—Light
Brahma and B. P. Bocks, $1.50 per set­
ting, from .prize-winners Victoria poultry 
«how. Apply J. H. Hughes. Maywood 
P. 0., or Speed Bros.. Fort street. ap2

We W1U Sell Yon

BLUE STONE
FOR SALE—An extra good family cow; 

big milker; very quiet; part Jersey; 
fresh calved; young third calf. Apply 
34 South Turner street, James Bay. ap2

SILTEnToBEY DOBKINGS—Coeka. $5; 
bfnR. *3; 15 Pitga, 52; 100 eggs, $10—all 
prieos Nanaimo, all Victoria, bar third 
pullet. D. W. MaJnguy, Chemalnua, B.C.

12 Ibe. for $1.00.

I/

Formaldehyde
2 Pints tor $1.00.

Packed securely and f.o.b. Victoria.DIED. /
FABRELL—-At St. Joseph’» hospital, on 

the 15th Instant, Richard Farrell, a 
natire of County Mayo, Ireland (late 
of Ladner’s Landing); aged 73

MiELLOR—At 31 View street, Geor 
Warren, only child of Mr. and Mrs 
George Melfor; aged 4 months.

PATCH—At the family residence. Oak 
Bay avenue, on the 10th Instant, Mary

°,»^J;.I<*n Patch' a native 
of London; England; aged 49

Send us your orders for any re­
quirements in the Drug tine.years.

Terry & Marett

;MAIL ORDER DRUGGISTS. 
Victoria, B. C.

years.

HAVE FOUND NEW GODS.

It dated to be the motto of the Liberal 
party that eternal vigilance was the 
price of liberty. .“Agitate! agitate!! agi­
tate!!!” cried the leaders in days of yore. 
“Protest! protest!! protest!!!” was the 
key note of their doctrine. The Globe to 
this day even keeps at the head of its 
editorial column the following extract 
from Junius: “The subject who is tru­
ly loyal to the Chief Magistrate will 
neither advise nor submit to arbitrary 
measures.” How Jar the party of such 
professed principles has fallen from its 
former ideals is illustrated by the present 
attitude of its leaders on the Separate 
School clauses of the Autonomy lBill. 
Protest wide-spread has been the result. 
This agitation against tiie principle of 
interference with provincial rights is de­
clared by friends of the Government 
to be “mischievous” and “dangerous.” 
In days gone by—-not longer ago than 
1896—such an agitation would have 
been the very food of the gods for Liber­
al newspapers. Now that it is the Liber­
al administration that is affected by it, 
thl whole aspect has changed. What 
was formerly right is now wrong and 
mischievous. White is now black; whole­
some public opinion is derfiagogery. The 
people of Canada who have been edu­
cated to believe Liberal principles must 
not act upon them so long as the Liberal 
party is in power. These principles were 
intended only for use in opposition. 
“Private judgment” must be suspended 
while it is in office. The paintings of 
Lafontaine, Papineau, Baldwin, Howe 
Brown and Mackenzie in the legislative 
halls at Ottawa are only to be thought 
of as works of art. The present gener­
ation of Liberals has found new gods 
to whom they do reverence.

A CONDITIONAL SURRENDER.

such an Instl- MN NMMMMM

Waller S. Fraser & Co., Ld.t
IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN

General Hardware
A FULL LINE OF

| Garden Tools, Hose, Lawn Mowers and Poultry 
: Getting, Enamel and Tinware for Householders

Telephone 3.
P. O. Box 423.

Wharf Street Victoria, B. C.

r DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE’S
ohlorodyime.

ORIGINAL AND ONLY GENUINE.

Each Bottle of this Well-known Remedy for 
Coughs. Colds, Asthma, Bronchitis, Neuralgia, 

Toothache, Diarrhoea, Spasms,
bears the Government Stamp the

DR. J. COLLI» BROWNE.
Nomeroim Testimonials from Eminent Physicians accompany each tattle 

bold in bottles, 1|1%, 2|U, 4|ti, by all Chemists.
•ole Manufacturers. J, X.

A MEMBER.A COSTLY MISTAKE.
etc*

name of the Inventor.
During the regime of Hon. Av G. 

Blair as Minister of Railways, the In­
tercolonial Railway' was extended to 
Montreal. It was part of his policy to 
have acquired the Canada Atlantic 
Railway and thus obtain an outlet for 
the Intercolonial on the Great Lakes in 
order to participate in the-grain carry­
ing trade and make the Government 
railway a business proposition. Mir. 
Blair wanted his colleagues to take 
hold of the Canada Atlantic, but he 
could not,move them to favorable con­
sideration. No interest seems to have 
been taken in Mr. Blair’s scheme until 
the Grand Trunk Pacific project loom­
ed upon the horizon at Ottawa. The 
late Minister of Railways then pressed 
his views upon the Government and 
upon- Parliament, but through the ef­
forts , of Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Hon. 
Mr. Fitzpatrick the country was bur-' 
•dened with the Grand Trunk Pacific 
•contract as it at present exists. No 
-sooner, however; had the deal of the 
transcontinental tailway been complet- 

*ed and confirmed by Parliament than 
, .the Grand Trunk Railway slipped in 
;and secured the Canada Atlantic. It 
was not till then that the Government 
awakened to the fact that, by its own 
acts, the Intercolonial Railway had been 
blocked from securing a share of the 
western traffic which was necessary to 
onake It a paying concern. We ob­
serve that, as a consequence, the Grand 
Trunk has permitted the Government 
to have running powers of the Intercol­
onial as far as Ottawa.

We have now an opportunity of con­
trasting the business wisdom of the

COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS’ TAX.
Sir—When will this provincial govern­

ment wake up to the fact that if Canada 
wishes to compete successfully with Aus­
tralia and New Zealand ln the matter of 
trade and settlers, it must realize the vital 
necessity of giving commercial travelers 
fair terms? It Is bad enough that the Do­
minion government should impose a duty of 
50 per cent, on goods brought In as sam­
ples. and make no rebate for what Is 
taken out; but British Columbia seems to 

'have a grudge against the whole country.
How many of your readers, I wonder, 

know under what adverse conditions trav­
elers work ln this province? Every com­
mercial traveler who visits It has to pây 
$50 before he can even “talk” business, 
let alone do any. If he be traveling in 
liquor or cigars it will cost him $100. Even 
the trunks ln which he carries his sam­
ples are dutiable» and the provincial gov­
ernment .offer a reward for information 
which will lead to a conviction.

The confederated government of Aus­
tralia have the sense to act very different­
ly from this. There are no duties on sam­
ples, and no license is required. All that 
the customs officials there demand is that 
the commercial traveler should deptosit a 
percentage on value of goods carried, 
which are checked on entry. The full de­
posit is then returned if none of the goods 
are missing when re-checked on departure. 
In New Zealand there is a similar deposit 
of $25; this is returned less 2% per cent, 
on 5 per cent, on the value of orders re­
ceived. There is also no duty on samples.

Now, you people In Victoria talk a lot 
about tourists; I believe that yon even 
have an association which goes out of Its 
way to. attract them. Well, tourists spend 
tnoney, but they only come during certain, 
months ln the year; commercial tAvelersi 
come always. But after all, Victoria and 
Vancouver are both pretty small towns, 

PHIL. R. SMITH. and there is really not enough business 
moving around to make It worth while 
putting $50 or $100 on the top of the fare 
from Winnipeg, which amounts to $62, 

81*—I was more than sorry while read- In addition to the ordinary traveling ex- 
lng your article on Mr. Hawthornthwaite’s pauses.
amendment to the mining laws of the coal Twelve months ago this absurd regula- 
mlnee of this province. When that act tion was not In force; If It continues I can 
passed it was one of the worst acts the clearly see yonr hotel keepers getting 
law makers of this province ever passed, ruined, and your storekeepers without

DAVENPORT, LIMITED. LONDON
Wholesale Agents, Lyman Bros. A Co., Ltd., Toronto.

ooooooooooooooooooooocoooo
| Good Things for , Easter/

JACOBS’ IRISH BISCUITS, per lb...................
AUSTRALIAN GRAPES, per lb..........................
FANCY NAVEL ORANGES per dozen.............
FANCY PINEAPPLES, each ..................................
ISLAND ASPARAGUS, per lb...............................
GREEN PEAS, per lb................. ........................... .

306.
25c.We had supposed that the separate 

school question in the Northwest 
.one which affected the interests of the 
new provinces only. The interest which 
the rest of Canada has manifested in 
the separate school clauses of the Auton­
omy Bill was regarded merely as a mat­
ter of sympathetic sentiment. This, so 
far as British Columbia is concerned, 
seems to be a misapprehension likely to 
be rudely disturbed by the ruling facts 
of the case.

....•• .........26c.
was 35c.■P 15c.

12tic.

IWB CLOSE ALL DAY FRIDAY.

DIX1 H. ROSS & CO.,
The Independent Cash Grocers

The Farmers’ Advocate, in its recent 
issue, has an editorial entitled “The 
Western Men Surrendered,” in which it 
states that everybody despises a “quit­
ter,” whether among men or horses. The 
conduct of the Western members of 
Parliament at Ottajva, it says, if 
to judge by the terms of the compromise, 
rightly puts tly-m in the “quitter" class, 
and, as such, earns for them the con­
tumely of Canadians. It is regarded by 
it as a strange irony to see the men of 
Ontario fighting the battle of the West 
at Ottawa. The Advocate remarks: 
“History records nowhere more marked 
evidence of political weakness, and the 
vengeance of time, as chronicled before 
in history, can only be expected, to be 
visited in turn upon them.”

In a column the Advocate pours out 
vials of wrath upon the heads of the

00000000000000000000000050

NOTICE.
CHARLES DAY & CO., London,

ARE THE SOLE EXPORT BOTTLING AGENTS FOR

COAL MINES REGULATION ACT.
we are into

JOHN JAMESON & SON’S WHISKEY
Aad OB each LABEL mist be found the following Notice and Signature.

“In order that Consumers may feel assured «^genuineness, we woald reqos 
Aleutian to this our Special Export Label, and to our Trade Mark and Name en al 
r ks, Capsules and Cases, also to age mark.

course adopted by tbe Government and 
that proposed by Mr. Blair and also 
by Mr. Borden. The country has been 
saddled with a line of railway costing 
$75,000,000, which runs through the 
northern part of the country, the whole 
purpose of which could have been serv­
ed by purchasing the Canada Atlantic.
We are now paying for that useless 
•stretch of railway to duplicate and
•come Into competition with the Inter- I Western members and cannot express 
•colonial Railway, and at the same time ! too strongly its contempt for the posi- 

pay rent to the Grand Trunk for the j tion they have taken. This is an un­
use of the Canada Atlantic. A more j usual course for a paper devoted to agri- 
incongruous and absurd, not to say | cultural interests and not supposed to 
financially unwise, policy

ERADICATE 
* PIMPLESin our

W Our Blood «Purifier curses ball#, pimple», 
eruption». and disease* caused by impure 
blood. It endettes and vitalizes the blood 
and rénovâmes the whole system.

$14» PER BOTTLE.

tu.

: have you tried whole-wheat flour?
2 It makes a .Real Health Food. Manufactured only from Wheat as 
2 B.eAK.fBRAND IS THEBES?. *" nUtriment °f the Wheat ^"y.

• THE brackman her milling company, limited.
CYRUS H. BOWESnever j take sides in party politics. The provo- 

before undertaken by a Government ln cation must have been considered great, 
this country. , , . W-ZM ipdeed, to justify such a course. The

was

98 Government Street, near Yates Street. 
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, A Painting H 
able desire on tj 
era in the businj
improve their pij

* the paint brush 1 
on many premia 
result.

Buffs For Si I 
and Black Orpii] 
Miss Turner of 
■view in the will 
ham, Governmeil 
the same brooq 
months old. T] 
quite marked, tH 
ger than the bln

Co-operative 1 
ers of Saanich <| 
start a co-opera 
Saauichton. A 
have already bed 
to instal the plan 
son desiring sha 
tion may obtain 
secretary of th« 
stitnte.

“Reincarnation! 
tured before the! 
city Sunday evJ 
tion.” She said! 
incarnation was I 
many persons, b! 
It removes maun 
many problems. I 
strange, new doci 
is one of the veil 
taught by the Hij 
years before Chri

Asked to Run— 
educational matten^J 
sure that the frien^^H 
with are endeavoring^ 
become a candidate 
tion off the school tr^B 
the place of Dr. Boltom| 
signed on moving to Vi 
pointed ont that Mr. Be 
ence at the aldermani 
make him an invaluabh 
the school board.

\ Easter Holidays—Ai 
• good opportunity is affor 

ing to spend the Easter 
friend or at one 
sorts “up the line,” the I 
naimo Railway having ai 
train service eaoh day J 
day until Easter Monda 
afternoon trains leaving 
each day. In addition 
train service, excursion ! 
effect between all statio 
days.

of t

Matrimonial—A quiet] 
place at the Metropolitan 
Blanchard street, on Sate 
bert Edward, second son] 
/Harrison, and Elsie j 
daughter of Mr. John li 
ly of Lunenburg county] 
and now of Johnson strd 
m matrimony by Rev. 
Adams. After tbe cerea 
couple went away on a 
on returning will take up 
In this fair city.

(From Wednesday 
Victoria Clearing Hoi 

clearings reported by 
clearing house for the 
April 18, amount to $5S

Hotel Change—It is re 
v Oriental hotel has beeç 

nonter 91 years*by two i 
recently from :Natalmen

Mr. E. Courtenay Carvol 
don Evans. A considei 
ment in the hotel premise 
ed as a result of the chap 
hold is to commence on t 
next.

) The Finnish Colony—I 
eecretary of the provint 
Information, has returned 
Island, where he went to 
behalf of the 
trouble’s of the Finnish 
Palmer says that the pos 
bad as has been reported 
has made his report to ti 
he cannot discuss the mi

.4 k
A Job for Joseph.—T 

city council has appoint 
Martii4 K. C., counsel fo: 
salary of $2,500 per am 
Understood that in acoep 
office Mr. Martin will : 
connection as counsel y 
couver, Westminster & 
Hendry interests, and 
that might possibly be â 
his connection with the 
the capacity of legal adi

Teachers’ Salaries—Th< 
has determined on a revis 
tem of paying teachers’ si 
finance committee has no 
matter of drafting the ne< 
ments to the-school bylaw, 
cd to grant the petition <o 
and revert to twelve inste 
meijts annually. It is felt 
right that the teachers s 
monthly throughout the y 
ference will not material 
whole amount expended it

governmen

ONE BOX 
DOAN'S Kl

PILLS
CURED DR

®ri>p«7 ia not a diseasJ 
S'sPy people believe, but j 
rf very severe kidney trouH 
•wised by watery particles d 
*e walls of tbe arteries i 
distended by unusual press) 
only be caused by obstnj 
kidneys. The symptoms « 
puffiness under the eyes] 
•he feet and ankles, urinl 
character and appearance 
feeling from exertion or exJ 
only rational method of 
^aÇ«se is to reach the kidne 
fhem to a healthy cooditioj 

The most successful rer 
purpose is Doan’s Kidney 
adiat Mias Agnes Creelman, 
ûf'e, N.S., says of them 
^Id, which settled in my 
k>rned to dropsy. My fao 
ket became bloated, and if 
loger on them it would n 
“^Pression that would last f 
lefore the flesh regained its 
• was advised to try Doan’s 
*”d found by their use thal 
6 a very short time. I ha 
,ny trouble with it since, 

l’rice GO cents, per box, o
Tub Doan Kidney P 

Toronto, Oni
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