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; Eh e ¢°l OnISt. NATIONALIZING THE TELEPHONE.
- : It would seem that Sir William Mu-

e : .|lock has been sable to induce his col-

s leagues to accept his views upon the
FRIDAY, APRIL 21 Government ownership of telephones.
‘We have already referred to the com-

The Colonist Printing & Publishing mittee appointed at Ottawa, of which

ir William is chairman, and to the
Company, Limited Liability. arguments which were adduced at the
No. 27 Broad Street, Victoria, B.O.

first meeting by him and others in
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then, it is contemplated that the Gov-
emnment of Canada should secure and
Delivered by carrier th 20 cents per week,
or malled, postpaid, to any part of Canada

operate the Ilong-distance telephone
lines and that the municipalities should
pal
(except the city) United Kingdom and the
g::teﬂ States. at the following “atem:

control and operate the short lines,

forming,” on the whole, a series of
groups by which a wide area of coun-
try could be covered. Whether this
'would prove to be a paying proposition
remains to be seen. It will, however,
be a matter of great public utility, es-
pecially to farmers. Nowadays the
success of a farmer depends upon his
close contact and intimate knowledge
of the markets, and by a systém of tele-
phones this will be, to a great extent,
£} " og|rendered possible.
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most remarkable fact, however, in con- to the Times and other papers to visit
nection .with the pesition the Advocate | 8t. Petq-é%;g and ped thingd for them-
has assumed, and one which is of special seh;et:ix id ':tlt"“ any dot ;ohtez?m will ];mt-
: : : . ‘ce, e invitation we do ow, ba
fnterent to B.mf‘h Columbia, is stated | l‘x’m; we do know is that' no inVes'tiga-
in the following:’ Lo ' tion ‘as to the reality of the Russian gold
“In politics the law of exchange holds bars which Mr. Henry Norman was per:
good, it -seemw, and we understand from mitted to photograph will assist matters
quite reliable sources that, in exchange much. Russia might have £100,000,000
for the surrender by the Western mem- stored up in vaults, and yet be hopelessly
bers on the question of Provincial rlﬁhﬁl, insolv:nt. Certainly the testimony of
the Government will not put 8 DUTY men who were Russia’s guests would not
ON LUMBER; otherwise it would. In be conclusive. - Russia has exhausted
fact, such a course WAS ALREADY her credit, and to raise .a loan on the
AGREED UPON.” strength of reserves which are already
If this be true, and we have no doubt I}eavrly mogetglgtgeﬁi i]wﬂ(l) x-o:1 pb?npo:glsg;-

apanese ¢ as gone P -
t!mt 'the Ad.vocate'p souree of iutorma‘z- tion as Russia has gone down, and the
tion is a reliable one, British Columbia ' most ktrennous efforts of Russia to save
has good cause to feel indignant at the %er tx}]ce( ﬁ’xlmnhc’ially 1willdnmé ind‘;xcie 4&1;e
action of the Government and its sup- French (who have already foun o
porters from the Northwest Territory. 000,000) or any other nation to take up
It is bad enough to surrender their own o

a nmew issue.”
rights, but to make the interests of an- P.'I}‘)lﬁe E;n?dla;x t}ggralwﬂlz.:eﬂezy ?Tf
1 i 2 ‘Public airs for 3 n .
other Provmce‘snﬁe_r as the price of that Castall Hopkins, 16 mow W the rides
surrender is still worse. ; and will be issued shortly. This is the
. g fourth year of publication and, judging

by 'the table of contents, the. work
* THE ALASKA BOUNDARY. _| 8rows increasingly valuable. The new
The final gap in the Alaska boundary

volume devotes nearlylloo pagle: éo,a
; hist: ; tions an-
dispute has been filled. As our readers ggu Oy LGRS ST Sections In Can-
are aware there was a portion of the ters as the Dundonald affair; the Grand
boundary line not determined by settle- , Trunk Pacific project, the Blair-Rus-
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It is not proposed, evidently, to take

dom and United Bt’ltes. over the existing systems of telephone,
a2 ; but to work in conjunction therewith.

_‘MR. OLIVER AMONG HIS CON- It is held that it will be an advantage

to independent companies to obtain
connections through the municipal and
governmental exchanges, and the way
will also be opened to municipalities
acquiring their own systems with less
difficulty and having connection with
all parts of Canada at Government
rates and under Government regula-
-tions. - 2

There are two sides to the question
of Government ownmership, and it is,
perhaps, just as well that existing con-
ditions are not disturbed just at pres-
ent. In discussing the question of
“cheap” telephones possible under
municipal ownership, the Montreal Ga-
zette points out that in Glasgow, as in
one or two other piaces, the authori-
ties did not recognize that the tele-
phone was in its development stage and
that the life time of telephone equip-

STITUENTS.

Mr. Frank Oliver, the new Minister of
“the Interior, is now in the West among
khis constituents, preparing for election.
It is not known yet whether \_here will
‘be any opposition. However, in an in-
terview which he gave to a Free Press
:reporter in Winnipeg, he does not seem
‘to attach much significance to his elec-
tion as a test of the state of public
feeling in the Northwest on the sepa-
rate school question. He cannot but
irecognize that the: conditions in his
«constituency are unusual. There is a
large number of French-Canadians, and
.also several thousand Galicians, the
majority of whom are members of the
-Greek Church, who believe in sepa-
rate schools. In the general election
Mr. Oliver had a majority of over two

‘thousand, and, with a majority of elec-
tors already in favor of separate
schools, it would be absolutely out.of
‘the question to make his success there
:a criterion of public feeling in other
parts of the Northwest. Had it net
been for this fact Walter Scott, of Re-
gina, or Thomas Gréenway, former
Premier of Manitoba, would have been
selected in his stead. Formerly, while
Mr. Oliver was a member of the Narth-
west Council, he was strenuously in
favor of doing away with separate
schools. and the ,dual‘ languages.
As an Independent Liberal he was
mnever in favor with the Government at
‘Ottawa until recently. He gave his
.strengest opposition to the Yukon Rail-
‘way bill and to the Crow’s Nest Rail-
way bill. ‘Mr. McInnes, who was asso-
«iated with him in his opposition to
the Crow’s Nest Railway deal, became
unpopular with the Government in Ot-
tawa on that account and gave up
Dominion politics. ~Mr.  Richardson,
through the influence of. Mr. Sifton,
was defeated and is now out of poli-
ticg. Possibly, having their experience
in view, he, as the St. John Sun re-
marks, took careful stock of the situa-
tion and became subservient. When
much’ more important issies were at
" sfake, Such as the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific contract ‘and the present sepa-
. rate school question, he has been in
accord with the Government and has
now received his reward. N,
Mr. Oliver, t0o, has all the advant-
ages which come from the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway construction, by which
Edmonton~is peculiarly favored, and
also the fact that Edmonton is, for
the present, selected as the capital of
the new Province. Influences so pow-
erful and subtle as these are sufficient
to secure his election, which, however,
can in no way be regarded as reflecting
sentiment in the Northwest. He is the
<reature of special circumstances and
«conditions such as exist nowhere else
“in the Territories, and for this he may
thank his lucky star and not the popu-
larity or wisdom of the Government of
which he is now a member.
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A COSTI:Y MISTAKE.

During- the regime of Hon. A, G.
Blair as Minister of Railways, the In-
tercolonial Railway> was extended to
Montreal. It was part of his policy to
have acguired the Canada Atlantic
Railway and thus obtain an outlet for
the Intercolonial on the Great Lakes in
‘order to participate in the grain carry-
ing trade and make the Government
railway a business proposition. Mr.
Blair wanted his colleagues to ,take
hold of the Canada Atlantic, but he
could not move them to favorable con-
sideration. No interest seems to have
been taken in Mr. Blair's scheme until

' the Grand Trunk Pacific project loom-
ed upon the horizon at Ottawa. The!

late Minister of Railways then pressed
his views upon the Government and
upon- Parliament, but through the gt-
forts, of. Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Hon.
Mr. Fitzpatrick the country was bur-7
dened with the Grand Trunk Pacific
contract as it at present exists. No
sooner, however, had the deal of the
transcontinental railway been complet-
«d and confirmed by Parliament than
, the Grand Trunk Railway slipped 4n
:and ‘secured the Canada Atlantic. It

. ‘was not till then that the Government

awakened to'the fact that, by its own
.acts, the Intercolonial Railway had been
‘blocked from securing a share of the
western traffic which was necessary to
amaké it a paying concern. We ob-

“Trunk has permitted the Government
to have running powers of the Intercol-
onial as far as Ottawa.

‘We have now an opportunity of con-|
trasting the business wisdom of the
course adopted by the Government and
that proposed by Mr. Blair and also
by Mr. Borden. The country has been
saddled with a line of railway costing
$76,000,000, which runs through the
northern part of the country, the whole
purpose of which could have been serv-
€d by purchasing the Canada Atlantic.
‘We are now paying for that useless

-

ment is not coterminus with its physi-

cal ability. It says that in Glasgow,

after five years of operation, a good|

deal of the municipal plant is inefficient
and out of date, and that it is neces-
sary to replace it with something more
modern. At first the rates charged
were very satisfactory, but they only
provided for the interest charge, for
the cost of operation and maintenance.
They did.not contemplate that the
equipment of 1900 -would have to be
discarded in five years, sold for scrap
and replaced by new and more costly
equipment. The Gazette, which has
been consistently opposed to Govern-
ment ownership, does not regard this
as good finance and says that tele-
phone rentals under such circumstances
are made so by the free gift of the
capital involved. - However, as a pub-
lic utility, telephones, under business
management, should be operated cheap-
er as a Government than as a private
enterprise, in the same way as postal
facilities are cheaper and better con-

trolled by the state. e
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HAVE FOUND NEW GODS.

It #ised ‘to be the motto of the Liberal
party that eternal vigilance was -the
price of liberty.  ‘“Agitate! agitate!! agi-
tatel!!?.cried’ the leaders in days of yore.
“‘Protest! protest!! protest!!!”” ‘was the
key note of their doctrine. The Globe to
this day even keeps at the head of its
editorial column the following. extract
from Junius: “The subject who is tro-
1y loyal to the Chief Magistrate will
‘neither advise nor submit to arbitrary
measures.” How far the party of such
professed principles has fallen from its
former ideals is illustrated by the present
attitude of its leaders on the Separate
School clauses of the Autonomy 'Bill.
Protest wide-spread has been the result.
This agitation against the principle of
interference with' provincial rights is de-
clared by friends ‘of the Government
to be “mischievous” and ‘‘dangerous.”
In days gone by—not longer ago than
1896—such an agitation would have
been the very food of the gods for Liber-
al newspapers. Now that it is the Liber-
al administration that is affected by it,
thé whole aspect has changed. What
‘was formerly right is now wrong and
mischievous.. White is now black; whole-
some public opinion is derthagogery. The
people of Canada who have been edu-
cated to- believe Liberal principles must
not act upon them so long as the Liberal
party is in power. These principles were
intended only for use in opposition.
“Private judgment” must be suspended
while ‘it is in office. The paintings of
Lafontaine, Papineau, Baldwin, Howe
Brown and Mackenzie in the legislative
halls at Ottawa are only to be thought
of as works of art. The present gener-
ation of Liberals has found new gods
to whom they do reverence.

A CONDITIONAL SURRENDER.

We had supposed that the separate
school question in the Northwest was
one which affected the interests of the
The interest which

new provinces only.

 the rest of Canada has manifested in

the separate school clauses of the Auton-
omy Bill was regarded merely as a mat-
ter of sympathetic sentiment. This, so
far as British Columbia is concerned,
seems to be a misapprehension likely to
be rudely disturbed by the ruling facts
of the case.

The Farmers’ Advocate, in its recent
issue, has au editorial entitled “The
Western Men Surrendered,” in which it
states that everybody despises a “‘Quit-

i ter,” whether among men or horses. The
- serve that, as a consequence, the Gra.nd,

conduct of the Western members of
Parliament at Ottawa, it says, if we are
to judge by the terms of the compromise,
rightly puts them in. the “quitter” chiss,
and, as such, earns for them the' con-
tumely of Canadians. It is regarded by’
it as a strange iromy to see the men of
Ontario fighting the battle of the West

at Ottawa. . The Advocate remarks:

“History records nowhere more marked
evidence of political weakness, and the

vengeance of time, as chronicled before
in history, can only be expected to be
visited in turn upon them.”

In 8 column the Advocate pours out

stretch of railway to duplicate and | vials of wrath upon the heads of the
«come into competition with the Inter- | Western members and cannot express
- «colonial Railway, and at the same time «too strongly its contempt for the posi-
pay rent to. the Grand Trunk for the"tion they have taken. This is an un-
use of the Canada Atlantic. A more | usual course for a paper devoted to agri-
incongruous and absurd, not to say ! cultural intercsts and not supposed to
financially unwise, policy was never" take sides in party politics. The provo-
before undertaken by a Government in’ cation must have been considered great,

this country. Cutie. ) A%%8 indeed, to justify such a course. The

x

ment under the Alaska boundary award,
made by the London tribunal in the fali
of 1903. The charts prepared under
survey failed to give any data for a
stretch of territory towards the southern
end of the boupdary, covering a distance
of nearly.two hundred miles between the
mountain peaks known as Kate's Needls
and Devil’s Thumb. * Shortly after the
award was made, commissioners were:
appointed to place the boundary line and
erect visible monuments, The commis- |
sioners recently made their report, and
an exchange of notes between Great Bri-
taib and the United States has effected
the acceptance of the terms of the report
by the two governments. TUnder this
agreement Canada gains considerable
.territory, but the advantage is not very
real, as the territory in question is sup~
posed to be almost wholly valuel he

sell incident, the question of Northwest
Autonomy and the tours of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier and Mr. Borden. There is an
elaberate study of the: Ontario Provin-
cial elections and of Imperial questions,
such as Defence and the Chamberlain
movement, ‘the  Canadian Preference,
the visit of the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, the change in the Governor-Gen-
eralship, the ;treaty-making power and
the Newfoundland elections and Con-
federation. Relations 'with the United
States and varied phases of material,
educational and religious development
are also dealt with, and, to quote the
Canadian Magazine, this work appears
to be “judicial, encyclopaedic and not
too diffuse.” !

“Yon say your iate uhcle_was an eccen-
trie old fellow. Do you think he was in-
sane?” }

“I don’t knaw—the will hasn’t been read
yet.””—Cleveland Leader-
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regjon is mountainous and broken, and
nearly all of it is covered with. perpetual
snow. . -’ \

QUESTION OF VERACITY.

There is a wide disparity«of state-
ments made with respect to ‘the dis-
closures contained in the now famous
interview of ‘Hon.” Robert Rogers re-
garding the negotiations at Ottawa be-.
tween' the Mantteba delegation and the
authorities there. Sir Wilfrid Laurter
gave emphatic denials to certain state-
ments made by Mr. Rogers. It is,.
therefore, confidently agsuined that
what' Mr. Rogers said was untrue. In
fact, he is accused of “lying” and
“demagogic utterances”” It has reach-:
ed that stage in Dominion politics that '
to differ with' the Premier of Canada, .
either in a statement of fact or a point
of policy, is to: be guilty of a high ;

crime ! Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Hon. !

sponsible positions in their relative-
spheres of action. The former may be
much the bigger man, but it does not
follow that he 1s the more truthful.
It does not follow that he is the more
reliable as an authority as to what oc- .
curred at the interview which took
place at Ottawa. Out of his own mouth
it has been shown -that at least his
memory failed in several important
matters. - However, Mr. Rogers is not
alone in the position he has taken. Hon. |
Colin Ca.mpbe'll, Attorney-General, a‘’
colleague, who was present with Mr. |
Rogers, has also made a statement, in ;
which’ he clearly proves Sir Wilfrid
Laurier in the wrong and confirms
what ‘was sald by Mr. Rogers. It is
not necessary to follow a bad example:
by sayihg ﬁgt Sir Wilfrid was “lying.”
That 'has an ugly sound as applied. to |
public men. We have, however, the |
word of two other public men in re-
sponsible positions against his, and the !

taken.

memory is failing. That is at least a
charitable view of the case, and it is .
Just as possible that his memory is not
as good as it once was, just as his
health is not as good as it once was.
At all events we have as much right
to believe the statements confirmed by
two men as we have to believe the
statement of one, granting that all are .
ordinarily reliable.

We are also led to believe that what '
Mr. Rogers said has been repudiated by '
his chief, Hon. Mr. Roblin, Premier of
Manitoba.. In ‘view of what Mr. Rob- |
lin did say it is rather an ingult to
our intelligence to be asked to accept
such a statement. Not by the faint-
est inference did the Premier’ in any
way ‘challenge his colleagues. In a
Speech to the electors of Mountain at
Baldur he denied most emphatically
that he had made & proposition to the
Dominion Government through Mgr.
Sbarretti and the . Archbishop of St.|
Boniface, that he would modify the
school laws of the Province on the cori-
dition that the school lands held byl
the Dominion for the Province be vest-
ed in or transferred to the Provinecial
Government. * He was dealing with
charges that had been' made against |
himself ‘as leader of the Government |
and not with- what Mr. Rogers had
sald. He was nailing accusations false-
ly preferred to create the impression
that it was he, and not Mgr. Sbarretti, |
and his politcal allies, who had made |
the proposition for restoring separate
schools in Manitoba, an invention as'
skilful as it was false. ; ‘

Mr. Roblin,{ in common with' many
more opposed to the present autonomy :
bill, has declared, In effect, that the'
excitement aroused upon the subject
of the autonomy bill was -altogether un-
desirable and unnecessary.” Any un-
prejudiced person who has given the
sllghtgst attention to the question must
agree "with that view of the 'case.
Ther was no necessity for the “excite-
ment,” because there was no necessity
for the educational clauses in the au-
tonomy bill, and Sir 'Wilfrid’s best
friends—and we include in that cate-
gory the Toronto Globe, the leading or-
gan of the Liberal party—admit that
in introducing those he made the great-
est mistake in his life. Mr, Rogers did
not create the Dbresent situation. Those
responsible for that ‘are the framers
and supporters of the autonomy bill,
all the circumstances connected with
which have aroused the suspicion and
distrust of those who desire for the
people of the Northwest the fullest lib-
erties which are accorded to them un-
der the British North America Act—
the same libertiés that are enjoyed In
British Columbia. Any effort to dis-
tort the speech of Premier Roblin into
@ condemnation of his colleagues is
ga?v)ﬁ}:l:{ czltsingenuoua and dishonest,

ul attempt to deceive °
famillar with the facts, iy b

RUSSIA’S SOLVENCY.

We have several times called attentis
to the fact that the determining fagg‘r‘
in the present war was the money “pow-
er behmd'. the Throne,” and very soon,
In our opirion, the end will be in sight
for lack of means to ca it on. 'This
would‘apply_ to Japan eqﬁily with: Rus-
sia, with this exception that Japan Is in
a much better position financially to car-
ry-on. Japan has credit, Russia has not.
Whatever may be the issue of the im.
pending naval -cngagement. it eanpot
long affect the final resnlt, Speakine on
t]w ﬁngnpml aspect of the question, Pub-
lic Opinion sagss “What iz ‘the trnth
fhout Russian finance? Mr. Lucien
Wolf having. .in' the columns ~of the
Times, challenged Russian solvency. and
likened the famous war-chest . to Mme.
Humbert’s safe. has brought an invita-
tion from the Russian Finance Minister

..that privileges legislated upon are almost

Mr. Rogers are both men occupying re- ::

| spark of ‘-self-vespect, those having the

assumption is strong that he was mis- {tc the Introdnction of this question and its
Mr, Campbell says that there: history. If is
is evidence in what he says that hls' value in a public and commercial sense.

I ference

{.8ee eye to ‘eye with the balance of the
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! LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. !
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HARBOR 'COMMISSIONERS AND
BOARD OF TRADE.

Sir—I cravé a little space in this issue
In answer to your editorial on Harbor
Commissioners, and in dealing with the
matter will' incidentally touch upon the
inner workings: of the institution known as
‘the Board of Trade and the public relation
thereto. « 3

I am well aware that some will contend
that voluntary membership and the fact
that as the board is not an elective cne
in the public sense removes this institu-
tion from criticism or responsibility, To
this I reply true, but in a measure only.
There is another side to this, and one that
the board cannot afford to'ignore, namely,

wholly public In nature, and as they claim
to speak in a broad commércial senke, they
are assuming a prerogative without true
‘Pépresentation<or responsibility. It was to
carreet these ‘abuses that the old Chamber
of Commerce was formed, and in absorb-
ing the latter body, Mr. Pitts and other
‘members of.the Board of Trade acknowl-
edged that the old system had falled of
support . and. appreciation, ‘and pledged
himself and %J,workets on the old board to
remove the Stigma. That these promises
were kept Is evident by the frequent clash-
es "that have“taken place since, and the
question ‘of Harbor commissioners is only
one of many’instances of ‘where the wish-
es of the main body have been heid in
abeyance for’ months after their expres-
slon and killed by the subtle influences of
the inner circle at a convenient moment.
A continuance of the old policy is respon-
sible for the dropping off of a large mum-
ber of members and the gradual lessening
of attendance;at meetings, a loss of power
at Ottawa and -Victoria, and a silent con-
fempt on the part of the average citizen
‘toward the ' . “Surely’’ in itself
should be ‘egough for abny man with a

wishes of the board at heart, should have
awakened ere this to an appreciation of
their position,. In- regapd to the harbot
commission, Mr. Morley has 1 fally in-

my purpose to show its

Objection has been taken without com-
parison of powers to the appointment here
of the board of commissioners after the
failure at Montreal. There is a wide dif-
in the constitution of the two
bodies. The committee were cognizant of
the difficulties experienced over two years
ago and were careful to ellminate certain
privileges enjoyed by the Montreal board.
The local act, would embody that more in
keeping with conditions here, and is ad-
visory in character, It would be inter-
esting, Mr.  Editor, were you to give a
synopsis of the two, for. space forbids
here. A perusal would -show much of
value, too much so, indeed, to throw the
whole question overboard for the sake of
any objectiongble detail it may contaln.
‘This is not the point, however. There
are reasons why harbor commissioners
should not be -appointed; they are not ac-
ceptable to the C. P. R. or to Mr. Ker;
there are other shipping interests too who
would rather face pregent conditions than
‘that obtained under commissioners. Capt.
Troup as chairman of harbors and navi-
gation committee cannot be expected to

board, and theé reason is quite apparent.
It is also apparent to members that the
old practice of placing on committees ser-
vants of interested corporations is-a vicl-
ous one, and should not continue if in-
dependent expression is to prevail.- Here
is the peg upon which the whole question
has been hung up, and the peg also that
many of the officers of this interesting in-
stitution are fastened to. Capt. Troup
tells us in extenuation of his action that
the ‘board has more power and influence
at Ottawa than would a board of commis-
sioners. This Is the sum and substance of
his objection to the expressed wishes of
the members some months ago. It s not
necessary -to differ with Capt. Troup; he
knows the powers of the board better than
we.do, and five independent men appoint-
ed by the Dominlon government as com-
missioners would be an unknown quantity
In matters of steamboat inspection, etc.,
etc. I take it-that the readers of this let-
ter can see that 'we do not rule, that neces-
sity for long months of committee work
‘have passed away, that questiohs of public
convenience and Interest must run the
gauntlet of cornorate approval, that the
Temaining functions of membership consist
of paying the necessary expenses by con-
tribution of dues enabling the president
and secretary to affix the the seal of pub-
lic assent to the commercial upbuilding of
this city in the corporate interest. If I
can get a reply to this letter that will give
‘me ground for answer, I will endeavor to
JShow up the unfairness of this institution
and those responsible for the same; for I
verily believe that little can be done in
remedying such a state of affairs until the
searchlight of public opinion penetrates the
recesses and dark corners of the Board of
Trade’s inner circle,

PHIL. R. SMITH. :

COAL MINES REGULATION ACT.

Sir—I was more than sorry while read-
Ing ‘your article on Mr. Hawthornthwaite's
amendment to the mining laws of the coal
mines of this province. When that act
passed it was one of the worst acts the
law makers of this province ever passed.

- o aziws, < 1o iy
s mmon e e L Lo

It will cause these:-mines to close down,

.28 no mine’ operator will operate his mines

t0 be bheld responsible to have every one
of 3, men out of the mines before the
eight hours are up, or pay a fine of $100
for every man for each offence, if a man
is in the mine longer than the eight
hours.

It cannot be dome. ‘Hence, I feel con-
fident that these mines will not work after
the act becomes law.

Now, eir, I never intended to say any
more; but I belleve it 18 but just to the
operators here, since business men, men of
intelligence - who are elected and sent to
make laws for the good of the people of
this provinee, will pass acts to make me
and the man who employs me pay a fine
of from $10 to $100 if I happen to be in
the mine longer than eight homrs from
bank to bank.

Now, sir, 1 hdve ;worked in California,
‘Washington and this Island, in the mines
for nearly 30 years, and In all that time
I never knew the miners to have to work
as long or as hard by two hours per shift
on this Tsland as the miners did 'n the
United States; and the operators and man-
agers of these mines always know that
the miners of America were working un-
derground ten hours.

No man can say that they ever fsked
thelr miners to work more than eight
hours; and the mines of this Island have
always had the fairest and best of man-
agers and bosses and the best of ventila-
tion—no expense is epared to make men’s
lives safe while they ' are working. I
know men who left this place and went to
Australia and New Zealand to work in the
mines, and they told me they. could not
average over $35 per month; while I am
sure the same men can make here $70 in
the same hours. .

Now, &ir, Mr. Hawthornthwalite talks
about Mr, Dunsmuir’s bluffing. If Mr.
Hawthornthwaite and the legislators who
voted to pass an aet that will pel'these

goods. \'What are the¢ C. P. R. men dofng
When they let legislation like this con-
tinue? Most of thelr passengers west of
Winnipeg are commerecial men, They have
a big interest in this matter. For whom
are they buildipg thel?. new botel on
James Bay? “The railroad men and the
business folk haYe most influence in this
country, and it i to their best interests to
see that their legislators look to it that
Canada In general, and British Columbia
in particular, are not deserted by the gentry
who pay handsomely wherever they go,
and bring business in their train, Prefer-
ential tariff is a good thing, but it is rot-
ten when it deals with articles which pos-
sibly cannot be, or at any rate are not,
manufactured in this province.
A. UTTLRY,
Representing Crown Perfumery Co., Lon-
don and Paris.
Victoria, April 17, 1905.

4
POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK. .

FOR SALE—Good family cow, part Jer-
sey; 3rd calf last Deeember; will allow
anyone to milk her. Price $50. Apply
8. H. Musgrave, North Saanich, B. C.

FOR SALE—Cow, just calved; good milker.
R. Daniels, Colquitz, P. O. ap20

FOR SALE—Very fine Gordon setter pups,
9 weeks old. Geo. Pirie, Foul Bay. ap20

FOR SALE—Single comb Rhode Island
Red and Silver Laced Wyandottes’ egge
for hatching, from prize winning stoek,
$2.50 per setting; fertility guaranteed.
Geo. C. Anderson, Savoy Qigar Store.

BUFF ORPINGTONS—Prize pen, $2; util
ity, $1; White, $2; Pekin ducks, 75¢. set-
ting Miss Turner, Cadboro Bay road.
Tel. B337. apl8

mines to close down and throw thousands
of men out of work and bring poverty
upon ‘women and- children, are not sorry
‘before six months are over, they will not
‘have much principle.

The miners must know that these mines,
the way they are timbered, can be shut
down for a long time, and who will have
to suffer? The miner, his wife and chil-
dren, and not the employer.

Employers both here and at Nanaimo
have always treated their men the very
best. To think that the legislators should
say to them, “Now, if any of your em-
ployees are longer than eight hours in the
mine, we will make you pay a fine of
$100 for every one of them''!

Some- of the men- who passed that act
don’t own one cent’s worth of property on
the Island.

I would like to say to the miners, take
care of your money; you will need it. It
is our fault the act did pass.

- JOHN HAIGH.

Extension, April 14,

THE VICTORIA BOARD OF TRADE.

Sir—The organization incorporated with
this name, in addition to {ts otifer vagar-
ies; now finds that one of its missions is
to advocate municipal ownership. 1 have
not ess at the t-to ‘the constitu-
tion of this’ association, but have always
mn.meg that the functions of & board of
trade were mainly confined to promoting
the establishment of new industries, pro-
tecting those already established, and gen-
erally encouraging trade. 3

We have operating here a company
known as the B. C. Electric Ry. Co., with
some $6,000,000 invested in the province,

5 per cent. per annum all round on its- dif-
ferent classes of securities. This com-

rates, although governed by the cost of
power obtained from another local com-
pany, are no higher than the average rates
prevailing in other cities of the same size
and where similar conditions obtain. No
general complaint exists of these
Former lighting companies with higher
rates failed to make a success and lost
their shareholders’ money. :
In the face of this we find the council
of the Victorla Board of Trade sending a
delegation to the City Counecil, advocating
the purchase Jf the gas works in order
that the citizens may trade In light and
form a competitor to a .company engaged
in & 'similar business, many of ‘whose
stockholders. are.members of the Board of
Trade, and:who in.joining such an insti-
tution were so.Iimpelled because they took
it for granted that ome of its primary ob-

jects was to protect vested interests.
Of all the extraardinary acts of the V'e-
toria Board of ,Trade which during iue
past few years:haye made it ridiculous, it
see! to me that none are mere deserving
of criticism than the Instance quoted. The
Victoria Gas Works are, it seems, for sale
—and why? Beeause the company’s profits
‘owing to the low price it Is compelled to
sell its product at have been decreasing
until, if am correctly informed |t 'is
only enabled to pay a 4 per cent. d.vidend.
Negotiations it seems have beea c¢intered
into for the purchase of the works by the
B, C. Electric Ry. Co. The Board of
Trade, becoming cognizant of this—acting
the part of.a commion busybody—steps in
either for the purpose of enabling the
Gas Company to obtain a higher price, or
to air a fad which one wounld hardly ex-
pect to see supported by any board of
trade. Without wishing to discuss the
merits or demerits of this fad, be it good,
or bad, it is mot one ever advocat by
such an organization as a board of trade.
As a rule these bodles include among their
‘members a majority of level-headed busi-
ness men, to whom these fads are repug-
nant, and the cranks are in a minority,
which, unfortunately, does not seem to be
the case here, for the latter seem to con-
trol, and “more’s the pity of it.”
A MEMBER.

COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS' TAX.

Sir-—When will this provincial govern-
ment ‘wake up to the fact that if Canada
wishes to compete successfully with Aus-
tralla and New Zealand in the matter of
trade and settlers, it must realize the vital
necessity of giving commercial travelers
fair terms? It is bad enough that the Do-
minion government should impose a duty of
50 per cent. on goods brought in as sam-
ples, and make no rebate for what s
_taken out; but British Columbia seems to
“have a grudge against the whole country.

How many of your readers, I wonder,
know under what adverse conditions trav-
elers work in this proyince? ‘Every com-
merecial traveler who visits it has to pay
$50 before he can even “talk” business,
let alone do any. If he be traveling in
liquor or cigars it will cost him $100. Even
the trunks in which he carries his sam-
ples are dutiable, and the provincial gov-
ernment offer a reward for information
which will lead to a conviction.

The confederated government of Aus-
tralia have the sense to act very different-
ly from this. There are no duties on sam-
ples, and no license is required. All that
the customs officials there demand is that
the commercial traveler should depbsit a
percentage on value of goods carried,
which are checked on entry. The full de-
posit 4s then returned if none of the goods
are missing when re-checked on departure.
In New Zealand there is a similar deposit
of $25; this is returned less 214 per cent.
on 5 per cent. om the value of orders re-
ceived. There is also no duty on samples.

Now, you people in Victoria talk a lot
about fourists; I believe that you even

‘have an association which goes out of its
 way to attract them. Well, tourists spend

money, but they only come during certain
months in the year; commercial trivelers
come always. But after all, Victoria and
Vancouver are both pretty small towns,
and there is really not enough business
moving around to make it. worth while
putting $50 or $100 on . the top of the fare
from Winnipeg,”~ which amounts to $62,
in addition to the ordinary traveling ex-
panses.

Twelve months .ago this absurd regula-
tion was not in force; if it continues I can

clearly see your Hotel keepers getting
ruined, and your setorekeepers without

ERADICATE
« PIMPLES

Our Blood ;Purifier cures  boil§, pimples,
eruptions ~and diseaqes caused by Impure
blood.” It emriches and vitslizes the blood
and rénovates the whole system.

$1.00 PER BOTTLE.

‘CYRUS H. BOWES

98 Government Street, near Yates Street,

" 'VICTORIA, ;

and now paying to the investors about |.

pany is trading in light in this city. Its;"

rates. |.

BGGS FOR SETTING—It is stated by all

who have seen my Barred Rocks they
are the finest' flock they' have seen in
these parts—price 50c. per dozen. John
C. Mollet, South Salt Spring Pd‘igl'

FOR SALB—Heavy draught horse for sale.
-Apply at B, C. Soap Works. ap9

FOR SALE—Eggs from hens guaranie-d
to lay mnot less tlian 200 eggs each per
year; White,” Brown, Black Leghorns,
White, Buff, “Barred Rocks, $1.00 per
setting. -Mrs. Edith Stewart, Chemainus.
All prize birds, or bred from such. pa9

ADARE POULTRY .-FARM—Wm. Baylis,
Ross Bay, Fairfleld Road, Victoria, B. C.
Choice eggs for setting, from pure bred
and vigorous stock. Barred Plymouth
Rocks, from first prize birds; 8. C. Black

louse geese; Pekin ducks. All eggs tested
before shipping and warranted from
choice matings. Orders taken at Brown
& Copper’s, Government .street, or by
post-card. to. P:- O. Box 580, Victoria,
B. C. apT

MAYWOOD POULTRY YARDS—Light
Brahma and B. P. Rocks, $1.50 per set-
ting, from prize-winners Victorla pouitry
show. Apply J. H. Hughes, Maywood

. P. O, or Speed Bros., Fort street. ap2

FOR SALB—An extra good family cow;
big- milker; wery qulet; .part Jersey;
fresh calyed;- young third calf. Apply
34 South Turner street, James Bay. ap2

SILYER GREY DOBKINGS—Cocks, $5:

prizes Nanaimo. all Victorla, bar third
puliet. D. W. Mainguy, Chemainus, B.C.

DIED, "
FARRELL—At St. Joseph’s hospital, on
the 15th instant, Richard Farrel!, a
native of County Mayo, Ireland (ate
of Ladner's Landing); aged 73 years.
MELLOR—At - 31 View street, Geor
Warren, only child of Mr. and Mry
George Mellor; aged 4 months.
PATCH—At the family residence, Oak
’ avenue, on the 10th instant, Mary
Ann, wife of Mr. John Patch, a native
of Londen; | nd; aged 49 years.

Minorcas; 8. C. BrownLeghorns; Tou--

hens, $3: 15 exgs, $2; 100 eggs, $10—ali’

N’

andgardenerseverywhere
place confidence in Ferry's
Beeds—the kindthat never fail.

FERRYS

SEEDS

bave been the standard for49 years.
%3 They are not an experiment.
(8 sold Ly all dealers. 1905 Ssed
s Annual free for the asking.
) D. M. FERRY & CO.,
7 WINDSOR, ONT.

To keep away “Black Flies,”

Fishing, hunting, or surveying parties ’
shouid never omit to carry with them 3

CALYERT'S
20*% Carbolic Soap.

It has a ready sale in hot climates,
both owing to its refreshing qualities,
and also to th2 protection its use gives
a<ain t mosqnitn and oth=r inscct bites
or stings, ringworm, itch, &c.

30 ets. a1 tablet. at Druggists or by mail from
F. C. CALVERT & €o . #07 Dorchester Street,
Montreal
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VANCOUVER, B.C.

Has well known specialists at the head
of its Commercial, Shorthand, Telegraphy,
Academy, Teehmical, and Art departments.
Sénd’ for prc for our correspond-
ence courdes; ich are a speclalty.

R. J. SPROTT, B.A,, .....PRINCIPAL
H. A. SCRIVEN, B.A,,....VICE-PRIN.
DAVID BLAIR, Esq., Technical Master

o

Farmers

We Will Sell You

BLUE STONE

12 Ibs. for $1.00.

' Vo E "
Formaldehyde
©2 Piats for $1.00.

Packed securely and f.0b. Victorla.

Send us your orders for auy re-
gnirements in the Drug line.

Terry & Marett

MAIL -ORDER DRUGGISTS.
Victoria, B. C.

Az
ol

§

\

TR A AN

g GeneralHardware
i

’ WalterS F raser&* Co.,Ld.

" IMPORTERS AND DBALERS IN

A FULL LINE OF

Gard.en"rools', Hese, Lawn Mowers and Poultry
Netting, Enamel and Tinware for Householders

Wharf Street. Victoria, B. C.

Telephone 3.
P. 0. Box 423,

g

L

DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S |
- CHLORODYNE.
ORIGINAL AND ONLY GENUINE.
Each Bottle of this Well-known Remedy for
Coughs, Colds, Asthma, Bronchitis, Neuralgia,

Toothache, Diarrhoea, &pasms, etc.
bears the Goversment Stamp the name of the Inventor.

DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE,

Numerous ‘Testimonials from Eminent Ph siciane accom; bottle
Sold in bottles, 1j115, 29, 46, by a g

Sole Manufacturers. J. T. DAVENPORT, LIMITED. LONDON
Wlholgule Agents, Lyman Bros. & Co., Ltd., Toronte.

Chemists.

&

AUSTRALIAN: GRAPES, per lb.

FANCY NAVEL ORANGES per dozen.

FANCY PINEAPPLES, each ................
ISLAND ASPARAGUS, per Ib..ceuvuues ...,
GBEEN PEAS, pe 1o 00t

WB CLOSE ALL DAY FRIDAY.

Good Things for Easter

JACOBN LIRIBH - BIBCUYES,. PP D, o .ciiovarassosonsovnsvontoan 30¢.

$0debdenncccsnnananss 2DC.
Ay 5o S0P B RGLE
.y o esess.. 35c.
ceseen.. 15€.

sesssenes 12%c.

§

OO0

The Independent Cash Grocers

g DIXI H. ROSS & CO.,
g

NOTICE.
CHARLES DAY & Cco, London,
ARE THE SOLE EXPORT BOTTLING AGENTS FOR

JOHN JAMESON & SON'S WHISKEY

And op each LABEL must be found the following Nutlce and S'znature.
“In order that Censumers may feel assured of genuineness, we woald requs
Atention to this our Special Export Label, and to eur Trade Mark and Name on 4!
¢ ks, Capsules and Cases, also to age mark. .

0..(..“‘...‘.....0. 00000000000000000000000000000000

HAVE YOU TRIED WHOLE-WHEAT FLOUR ?

It makes a ,Real Health Food. Manufactured’ only from Wheat as
Nature formed it and containiv_n‘g all the nutriment of the Wheat Berry.
B. & K. BRAND IS THE BEST.

THE BRACKMAN-KER MILLING COMPANY, LIMITED.

.QE‘Q.Q.....OOCOCQOOO-"9. RIDSDRAVOVSITPCOOBBEBE N E G
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" ONE BOX
DOAN'S KI
PILLS
CURED DR(

- Dropsy is not a dise
jmany people believe, but
¥ very severe kidmey troul
tuused by watery particlesd
&ie walls of the arteries
distended by unnsnal press
only be caused by obst
kidneys. The symptoms ¢
puffiness under the eyes
the feet and ankles, urin
tharacter and appearance
feeling from exertion or exd
puly rational method of
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The most successful req
furpose is Doan’s Kidne
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