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FORTY VOLUME XLH--N0. 2

her 366, not 306 as previously reported,” 
HOW 8TEYN TELLS IT.

Pretoria,. Dec. 10.—President Bteyn 
sent the following details of the fight at 
Stontiberg Junction:

“The British, with stir cannons, attack- 
2**thr, ~5sy unC -r Sw.m;f-wl and Oli­
vier, and stormed the Boers entrenched 
position on the kopjes. After a.severe 
fight they were compelled to surrender.”

(Jen. Gatacre’s disaster at Stormberg 
has been blamed on a lack of knowledge 
of the country. According to the Daily 
Telegraph, when the war began there 
were no official maps available at Cape­
town, and therefore it is possible Gen. 
Gatacre is still without them.
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A Great Name■ h

>4 .( — British Generals Unmasking 
Enemy’s Position and Two 

Great Battles at Hand.
Methuen Fails in Assault on Boer Trenches— 

Two Hundred of Black Watch Slain 
in Few Minutes. is a guarantee of 

Superior Worth
Boers Tell of Fifty Prisoners 

Taken From Methuen But 
Report Not Confirmed.

-a
BERLIN ON GATACRE,

■Applaud the Britishers’ Mishap 
u,t Press Comments Show

Taken by Surprise When Marching In Close Forma­
tion by Murderous Fire From Hidden Enemy 

Two Hundred Yards Distant

Bubble ;

Skirmish on Line of Railway 
Near Point Since Protected 

• By Canadians.

Berlin, Dec. 12.—Gun. Gatacre7» re­
verse at Stormberg was joyfully greeted 
on the streets of Berlin, but the news­
papers' for the most part are reticent on 
the subject, ”

The Vossksche Zeitung comments in a 
strain almost friendly, eaying: “ After 
the soldierly virtues which the British 
have shewn in this war, it may well be 
believed that Gen. Gatacre’s troops 
fought as If on the parade ground.”

The Deutsche Ta gee Zeitung is about 
the only paper which is distinctly Anglo­
phobe in its comments, j

In baking powder, in these days of 

scrupulous adulteration, a great name gives 

the best security.

There are many brands of baking powders, 

but Dr. Price's Cream Baking Powder is 

recognized at once as the brand of great 

a powder of highest favor and reputation. 
Everyone has absolute confidence in the food 

where Dr. Price's Baking Powder is used.

Pure and healthful food is a matter of vital 

importance to every individual.
Dr. Price's Cream Baking Powder 

the finest and most wholesome food.

mmun- • .

tless
After Desperate All Day Assault Gordons Make Gallant Charge 

Over Same Position But Driven Back by 
Hall of Shrapnel.

By Associated Press.
Frere Camp, Natal, Dec. 11 (Monday) 

7 p.m.—The British cavalry reconnoitred 
to-day abreast of Colenso and exchanged 
shots with parties of Boers who fell back 
across the river. The kopjes were ob­
served to be «thickly occupied by the 
enemy.

The railway «bridge at Colenso has >been 
completely destroyed. Two stone piers 
were blown up last night. The highway 
bridge is into (ft.

London, Dec. 11.—The bridge over the 
Tugela is «complete, and a general ad­
vance is momentarily expected.
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KRUGER’S FRIENDS IN,DUBLIN. «•

Applaud the Lord Mayor in Denuncia- • 
tion of the Transvaal War.

name,
Methuen Rests in Security at Madder.

Dublin, Dec. 12.—The Lord Mayor of 
Dublin, Daniel Talion, presided et a 
meeting of the corporation to-day called 
to protest against the Transvaal war. 
The -clerk declared that there was no 
quorum, but the Lord Mayor insisted on 
making a statement, in which he declared 
that the war was “wanton and unpro­
voked aggression, undertaken by Mr. 
Chamberlain and capitalists against a 
handful of farmers.”

He further declared that America was 
“opposed to this iniquitous war.” In 
the meantime members present shouted 
“no quorum” and “order” and the tumult 
in the galleries drowned all the speeches. 
Finally the Lord Mayor left the chair 
with tiie galleries cheering for President 
Kroger. No attempt was made to adopt 
the previoiusly prepared resolution 
against the war.

London, Dec. 13.—Gen. Forestier-Walker telegraphing from Capetown
• at 4:30 p.m. sends the following despatch from Gen. Methuen dated Mod-
• der River,.December 12, 7:30 p.m.:
e “As the Boers occupied their trenches strongly this morning I retired
• in perfect order here, where I am in security.

“I have gathered from some of the prisoners and from our men with the
• ambulance who talked with the Boers that the enemy’s losses were ter-
• rible, some corps being completely wiped ont.

“The Boers have been most kind to my wounded.”

*
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London, Dec. 13.—The war office has 
received the following despatch from Gen. 
Methuen dated December 12:

drous point blank fire of the Boers about 
two hundred were mown down. The 
Black Watch regiment on reforming was 
only able to muster 140.

The Boers also lost severely in the 
trenches and also in the wire entangle­
ment when they came into the open m 
an attempt to make a flank movement on 
the British.

Modifier Stiver,'Cape Colony, Dec. 10.— 
This afternoon the naval gun took up a 
position morth of the camp, while the 
howitzer battery was posted southeast. 
Both opened fire with lyddite shells and 
shrapnel. The 'Boers replied with a 
dozen guns, thus unmasking their posi­
tion. • After an hour’s fighting the Boer 
guns (were -silenced. The explosion of 
the lyddite caused the whole ground over 
an extensive area to rise in the air in 
dense brown clouds. A Boer long gun 
was dismounted.

It now appears that the Boers intend 
that the next fight take pj^ee. ,«t> 
Magerefontein. " Apparently 'Spytfoutein 
is undefended or the Boers are unwilling 
to unmask their position there, as the 
replies to the British artillery were all 
from guns at Magersfontein.

THE BOER VERSION.
Pretoria, Dec. 11.—In the fighting at 

Mod (1er iRiver -yesterday evening Gen. 
Cronje maintained his position and cap­
tured 50 British i-sol diets.

“Our artillery shelled a very strong 
position held by the enemy in a long, 
high kopje from four until dusk on Sun­
day. It rained'hard last night.

“The Highland Brigade attacked on 
Monday the south end of the kopje. The 
attack was properly timed, but failed.
The Guards were ordered to protect the 
Highlanders’ right and rear.

“The cavalry and mounted infantry, 
with a howitzer and artillery battery, 
attacked the enemy on the left and the 
Guards on the right, supported by field 
artillery. They shelled the position from 
daybreak, and at 1:15 I fie tit the Got-
dons to support the Highland Brigade. fwhere ^7 thelr dead an(1 wounded com­

rades of the Highland Brigade. The en­
emy opened with a heavy shrapnel fire 
as the British advanced and it was 
found physically impossible to take the 
Boer trenches. The British got within 
200 yards but could not get nearer. It 
was thought that CoL Downham fell.

Note.—Avoid the imitation baking powders. They 
are mostly made from alum, a cheap, caustic 
acid, which makes the food unwholesome.

PRICE BAKING POWDER CO., 
CHICAGO.»

Raid on a
The terrific British artillery fire pro­

voked no' response except from the Boer! 
rifles until nearly 4 o’clock in the after­
noon when the Gordon Highlanders 
formed Up to renew the attack on the 
entrenched kopje. , !: :-

They advanced 'with tbévuûuost gal­
lantry to the attack close to .the place

A Terrible kopje and the open plain. Those on the 
plain were hidden by screens of leaves. 
Those near the kopje were guarded by a 
double line of barbed wire, evidently for 
fear of our storming and bayonet attack.

EXECUTION BY ARTILLERY.
“We,-raked the kopje and trenches with 

an dratenee, well directed fire of 30 guns, 
including a naval gun and » howitzer 
battery, both using lyddite. "I believe 
they inflicted severe damage.

“The Boer prisoners report that one 
lydlüte shell fell among 40 men, only five 
of whom escaped unhurt. Other shells 
burst in the enemy’s laager, causing its 
complete destruction.

“The Boers are still in larger force 
than we found them at Modder River, 
outnumbering us by almost three to one. 
The Tramsvaalers are apparently domina­
ting in their military councils, although 
in a minority.”
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Short Rations For Everybody 
In Prospect of a Pro­

longed 'dlege.

British Marched Without Mis­
giving Close to Protected 

and Concealed Enemy.
“The troops held their own m front of 

the enemy’s entrenchments until dusk, 
the position extending, including the 
kopje, for a distance of six miles to­
wards the Modder River.

“To-day I am holding my position And 
entrenching myself. I had to face at 
least 12,000 men. Our loss was great.”

Boers Again Surprised and 
Driven Off and the Big 

Gun Destroyed. Artillery Raked Boer Trenches 
With Deadly Effect But 

Storming Impossible.

Boer Shelling Continuous and 
With Increased Effect- 

Sorties by Train.The Boers bad free recourse to barb 
wire entanglements which, offered great 
obstacles even after the damage inflicted 
by the artillery fire.

A detachment of Boers poster among 
somethick bushes to the east maintained 
a most destructive fire on our right. 
With the remarkable talent for -talking 
cover which the Boers always display, 
they were, generally speaking, virtually 
invisible; and although the enemy’s ar­
tillery was practically silenced, their 
rifle • fire was so persistent and concen­
trated, as well as usually well aimed, 
that it was absolutely impossible for the 
British infantry to take the position by 
assault.

At the first advance of the Highlanders 
the Boers’ shooting, probably, owing to 
the darkness, was somewhat -high, other­
wise the British losses would have been 
still heavier.

THE ILLUSTRIOUS DEAD.
This morning (Tuesday) both sides oc-' 

copied the positions they held before the 
battle. The greatest bravery was dis­
played by both officers and men.

“Capetown, Dec. 12.—Methuen wires 
that Gen. Wauehope was killed in action 
yesterday.”

Modder River, Dec. 13.—The British 
casualties yesterday included the Mar­
quis of Winchester, major of the Second 
battalion Coldstream Guards, who was 
killed, and Ool. Downham, of the First 
battalion of the Gordon Highlanders, 
who was mortally wounded.

The wounded include Lient-Col. A. E. 
Codrington and Capti Sterling, both of 
the First battalion of the Coldstream 
Guards.

SKIRMISH ON THE LINE. 
London, Dec. 11.—The Daily Tele­

graph’s despatch from Modder River, De­
cember 6, says:

“. A thousand Boers attacked two com-

GaMant Party Find Retreat 
Barred but Force Way at 

Bayonet’s Point.

THE PRESS DESCRIPTION.
North of Modder River, Monday, Dec. 

11.—The Guards and the Highland Bri­
gade early last night moved from 
Modder River camp, marching i 
northeasterly direction. The objective of 
the Highlanders was the eastern source 
of the Boer position, the Guards follow­
ing the bank of the river, while the 
Yorkshire Light Infantry moved along 
the river side..

Just before daybreak the Highlanders 
arrived within 200 yards of the Boer en­
trenchments at the foot of a hill. Un­
suspecting that -the Boers were in the 
vicinity, the British were still marching 
in quarter column in close order, when 
they met a terrible fire from the flanks, 
and were forced to retreat with heavy 
loss. The troops reformed under the 
shelter of some rising ground and gal­
lantly held the position. Later the Gor­
dons arrived and the troops gradually 
worked their way to within 300 yards 
of the Boer position.

In the meanwhile a naval gun at the 
Modder River, the howitzer batteries 
and the artillery opened a terrific fire 
enfilading the -trenches and searching 
every portions of the Boer position. The 
Boers were entirely silent.

In the meanwhile the Boers on the 
open ground directly in front moved with 
the object of making a flank attack, hut 
this was frostrated by the Guards and 
artillery. The Boers recommenced shell­
ing in the evening, but no damage was 
done. The British slept on their posi­
tion.

When the Highlanders met the mur-

Colonlal Offers of More Troops 
Should Now Be Accepted 

by War Office.

London, Dec. 14.—Mr. Julian Ralph, 
describing his battle at Magersfontein, 
in a special despatch to the Daily Mail,

Fanciful Story From Ladysmith. 
Illustrating Boer Awe of 

British Bayonets.
ration Is corrob- 
rtracts from a 
nt Clem Webb, 
Imperial Light 

ordon Highland- 
up the precipit- 

Mr. Webb is 
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the storm after

r. ye:ponies of the Second Northamptonshire 
Regiment, who had been left to guard 
the lines of communication at Bnslin. 
Gen. Methuen despatched the Twelfth 
Lancers and Seaforth Highlanders, to­
gether with the Sixty-Second Field Bat­
tery, to their assistance. The enemy 
withdrew when the reinforcements ap­
proached. The cavalry pursued them. 
The British loss was one killed and six 
wounded.

“ The first train crossed the temporary 
bridge over the Modder river on Fri­
day.”

“The Boers were entrenched at Mag­
ersfontein, four miles from Modder 
River. At dawn Monday the Highland- 
ers, advancing across the veldt, were 
suddenly subjected to a murderous fire 
from the trenches, about 200 yards in 
front. The greater part of the fearful 
loss of the day was thus suffered in a 
single minute.

“Startled and overwhelmed, the brig­
ade retired quickly, -but soou rallied and 
retained their positions. This was on the

By Associated Press.
London, Dec. 13.—The war office pub­

lishes the following despatch from Gen. 
Buller:

“Despatch from Gen. White, dated De­
cember 11, says: Last night Col. Met­
calf and five hundred of the Second Rifle 
Brigade sortied to capture a Boer how­
itzer on a hill. They reached the place 
without being .discovered, drove off the 
enemy and then destroyed the howitzer 
with guncotton.

“When returning, Metcalf found his 
retreat barred by the Boers, but he 
forced his way through, using the bay­
onet freely. The «Boer losses were con­
siderable.

“The British losses were the following: 
Lt Ferguson and .eleven men killed; 
Capt. Pale, Second Lt. Davenport, Sec- 
Lt. Bond and forty-one men wounded.”

The Times, while praising Col. Met­
calfe and his brilliant feat at Ladysmith, 
expresses the opinion that relief being 
now so near, such sorties are rather 
perilous, and it would be better tor (Gen. 
White to avoid them as far as possible.

The Morning Post again endeavors edi­
torially tp arouse the British people to 
a recognition of the “ serious nature of 
the struggle and of the grave position in 
which matters now stand.”

By Associated Press. By Associated Press.
London, Dec. 13.—(4:45 a. m.)—With' 

the exception of Sunday’s sortie from 
Ladysmith, which the morning papers 
are unanimous in regarding as a brilliant 
piece of work, there are no further ad­
vices from the seat of war. A war of­
fice despatch reports that Mafeking was 
safe up to December 4, but thgt the 
Boers had shelled the town since Novem­
ber 27 with increased effect. Rations 
had been considerably reduced, meat by 
half a pound and bread by a quarter of 
a pound, in view of a probable long siege. 
Water, however, was still plentiful.

The Boers fear the British bayonets. 
This is illustrated in the full accounts 
now arriving of previous sorties. It 
seems that in Sir Archibald Hunter’s 
sally from Ladysmith to capture the 
Boer guns, the British did not carry / 
bayonets. While they were storming 
the hills the Boers, suddenly aroused 
from their sleep, rushed to the edge and 
opened an indiscriminate fire upon the 
British. But just before the British 
secured a footing on the top of the hill- 
some one among them shouted, “ Fix 
bayonets and give them cold steel.” At 
this the Boers turned and fled into the 
darkness.

London, Dec. 14.—4:45 a.m.—The pa­
pers this morning sorrowfully admit that 
Lord Methuen’s check at Magersfontein 
is the most serious event the war has yet 
produced.

The Times says: “At least 30,000 ad­
ditional men must be sent out. The en­
tire available reserve must be called out 
and the militia and volunteers turned to 
account. Efforts must be made to in­
crease the local colonial forces and 
farther offers of troops from Canada and 
other colonies must be sought and ac­
cepted."

The Standard, which comments open 
the “seemingly astonishing number of 
Boers,” is driven to the conjecture that 
a substantial portion of the Boer com­
mandos have been recruited from the 
Cape Dutch. It continues: “Ail eyes are 
now turned hopefully to Gen. Buller, 
who taking into account the troops with 
Gen. White in Ladysmith, has alto­
gether 30,000. At this moment there 
must be few men in Her Majesty’s do­
minions who have as great a weight of 
care upon them as Gen. Buller carries 
on hie shoulders.”

The Morning Post says: “We have had 
our day of humiliation appointed for us; 
let us accept it humbly and nobly, and 
be better and stronger for the lesson it 
has taught us. This last reverse will 
make us a fresh butt in Europe. There 
was never a more apt occasion to prove 
to Europe what we are worth.”
BOER STRONGHOLD DESCRIBED

The position Lord Methuen assaulted 
is thus deserribed by a correspondent: 
“Magersfontein range terminates on the 
east with an abrupt saddle rock some 150 
feet high. Boer entrenchments are all 
around this whole front. The position is 
some two miles long due east and west. 
The western ends of the trenches follow 
the contour of the kopjes and afford a re­
treat.”

It is estimated here that Lord Meth­
uen’s forces amounted to 11,000 men 
and perhaps more. No reliable estimate 
of his losses has as yet been received. 
They are believed to have been at least 
450^ All the papers comment upon the 
extreme gravity of the situation and 
upon the momentous decision Lord Meth­
uen now has to take, whether to remain 
at Modder River or to retire on Orange 
River.
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“On the right the Guards brigade ad­

vanced across the veldt against the out­
side trenches and fought an invisible 
foe for 15 hours.

At 11 in the morning the Gordon High­
landers were sent forward. The Boers 
allowed them to pass one line of trenches 
and then enfiladed them.

“We raked the Boer trenches through­
out the day. The fighting only ceased 
with nightfall.”

THE SORTIE PRAISED.
New York, Dec. .11.—The Herald’s 

London cable says news of the destruc­
tion af the Boer guns . at Ladysmith has 
created greet enthusiasm, and the fact 
that the correspondent’s account of the 
fighting reached Frere on Saturday is 
takes to indicate that the Boer invest­
ment is not so strict as it has been.

MORE MEN AT ONOE.
London, Dec. 14.—The Associated 

Press understands that the war office 
yesterday (Wednesday) decided, in view 
of Lord Methuen’s losses at Magersfon- 
tem, to mobilize the Eighth division in 

and to send the Seventh division 
to the Cape. Certain foreign stations 
will probably be garrisoned with Militia 
and if necessary volunteers will be called 
to take the place of the Militia at home. 
It is also likely that the Militia reserve 
will be sent ont to join their respective 
battalions, and the war office intends to 
order four more battalions of militia for 
permanent duty.

Gen. Wauchope, of the Black Watch, 
commanded the Highland brigade with 
Gen. Methuen’s column. He served in 
Ashanti, Egypt and the Soudan. He — _ 
frequently mentioned in despatches, and 
twice contested Midlothian, once against 
Mr. Gladstone. He was a great favor­
ite in the army.

STORMBERG IN DETAIL.

Gen. Gatacre Does Not Impute Treach­
ery to Guide—British Retreat 

Gallantly Conducted.

London, Dec. 12.—The war office has 
received the following from Gem. For­
estier-Wiafker:

“Capetown, Monday, $tec. 11.—Gat­
acre reports as follows:

“The idea to attack Stormberg seemed 
to promise certain success, but the dis­
tance was under-estimated !by myself 
and the local guides. A policeman took 
us round some miles, consequently we 
were marching from 9:30 p.m. .till 4 a.m., 
and were landed in an impossible posi­
tion. I do not consider the error into- 
tional.

“The Boers commenced firing from tin- 
top of an unseal cable hill and wounded 
a good many of our men while in the, 
open plains. The Second Northumber­
land» tried to turn out the enemy, 
but failed. The Second Irish Fusiliers 
seized a kopje near by and held oe, sup­
ported the Mounted Infantry and 
Cape Police.

"The guns under Jeffrey’s couid not 
have been better handled, but I regret 
to say that one gun was overturned to 
a deep nullah and another sank in quick­
sand. Neither could be extreated in 
time to be available.

“Seeing the situation, I sent a des­
patch rider to Molteno with news and 
collected and withdrew our force from 
ridge to ridge for about nine miles.

“The Boer guns were remarks**j> well 
served. They carried accurately 5,000 
yards.

“I am holding Buahmanehook and 
Cypergat, and am sending the Irish 
Rifles and Nbrthumberiands to Sterk- 
stroom to recuperate.

“The wounded proceed to Queenstown. 
“The missing Northumberland» num-

reserve
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THE CANADIANS’ POSITION
was

Boers Maintain Their Feeble Attack 
— Buller Probably flow Advancing 

on Colenso.Several Days Since Reported at Belmont 
and May Be Now With 

Methuen.
more «f misfortune to members of the 
Ottawa company. Many inquiries reach­
ed the militia deartment, and it fortu­
nately turned out that no bad news of 
the Canadians had been received.

Your correspondent asked the Minister 
of Militia if any further steps had been, 
taken in regard to furnishing a second 
Canadian contingent. “The home au­
thorities have our offer,” replied Dr. Bor­
den. “and you know the answer we re­
ceived. We are quietly preparing, so 
that in the event of the British govern­
ment deciding to accept the services of a 
second contingent, we could promptly 
send the men."

“Don’t you think that the acceptance 
of the contingent by the Imperial govern­
ment might he regarded at this juncture 

Ottawa, Dec. 13. — The newe of Me- as an evidence of wealthes»?’’ your cor- 
tbuen’s reverse caused great excitement' riespoadeitt asked. 3c: : -su ..v ; 
in the city, as coupled with U were ru- “It might,” re piled the doctor, “66t one

cannot afford to be very fastidious at a 
critical period like the present"

Ottawa, Dec. 13.—Up to a late hoar 
to-night no word has been received from 
Col. Otter respecting the movements of 
tiie Canadian contingent. The general 
‘supposition here is that they were not 
in the fighting at Modder river on Sun­
day. At any moment, however, word 
may Come that our boys are in the thick 
of the fray.

Mrs. Drummond to-night received a 
cablegram from Major Drummond dated 
Modder River to-day, stating that he is 
safe. This is taken to mean that the 
Canadian contingent has arrived there 
and that Gen. Methuen is holding his 
own.

KIMBERLEY TOOK NO PART. ’
London, Dec. 13.—A despatch from 

Boer sources says that Kimberley re­
mained quiet during the battle at Mag­
ersfontein.

Frere Camp, Natal, Dec. 12.—Tile 
Boers are still shelling Ladysmith. The 
heat is terrible.

London, Dec. 13.— A despatch from. 
Frere Camp, dated Tuesday, says: “This 
morning, a union brigade, under Gem 
Barton, advanced without opposition and. 
took up a strong position near Colenso.

Gen. Bullet’s advance in the direction 
of Colenso seems to have actually com­
menced. The military attaches have left 
Capetown to join Gen. Buller via Dur­
ban.

Gen. White reports, under the date 1 
of Tuesday, Dec«pt>èr 12, that there are- 
32 cases of enteric fever at Ladysmith.

New York, Dec^J.3.—A special from 
Pietermartisbnrg to the World, dated 
yesterday, says one thousand Kaffirs 
have been ! sent forward to aid the Brit­
ish forcé* !af Frere Camp.

(Cl v ,

Toronto, Dec. 12.—The Globe prints a 
report from Fred Hamilton, Its corres­
pondent with the Canadian contingent, 
dated Belmont, December 9, stating that 
“the Canadians have moved up from the 
Orange River to this place. The right 
half came up yesterday and the left half 
to-day.”

The Globe adds: “It is impossible to 
say on the strength of this whether the 
Canadians are now at Belmont or have 
gone right on to Methuen’s main body, 
private cables being all two ,or three 
days behind.’’

THE BOER REPORT.
Pretoria, Dec, 11.—An official report 

says:
“A battle at Modder River began yes­

terday. Heavy fighting occurred be­
tween 330 a.m. and 230 p.m., with can­
non, Maxime and rifles. A bombard­
ment began at 430 o’clock and the fight­
ing continued.

“A balloon has just arisen above the 
British position, where it remained 10 
minutes and descended.

“At 9 o’clock this morning a further 
report was received from Modder River. 
A despatch rider brought word that all 
the Boer positions had been maintained, 
and that 41 British prisoners had been 
taken. At 9:90 o’clock it was reported 
that the heavy cannon fire had somewhat 
abated.

V
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that The D. &
Ing a great deal 
1 rheumatism is 
». A L. Master 
tckly cure. Man- • . 
Lawrence Co..

BOERS CLEVERLY HIDDEN. 
Æ^«UOTreOa^«^Lfv^ ^ndon Dec. 14-Tte special ^eonras- 
Pllle. This Is not talk, but troth. One plu Ppndent of the Daily Mail at Modder 
a dosé, ' wee-'advertisement. Small pill.. River, describing the fighting, soya: “The 
Bmair do*. Small price. v - Boer trenches expended tar beyond the ' ■ 4
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