B e o e . e o i iy 2

P

ot o A

CHAPTER XXXI

' ‘fhat same mm;'w Mel-

-w¥ille alighted from a cab at the door

of the mean lfttle honse in the Ng',q

' He asked the man who answered
his peremptory knock if Gooding &
Wright had apartments there.

“I have some work for them,” he
iexplained, *"and believe that this is
the address they gave.” ;

*Yes, they live here,” replied - the
man; “but I can’t say that they are
both in. The-old man doesn’t go out
much, though., What name shall I
say, please!”

“It is quite immaterial. Say, you
can tell them that I come from Ed-
mund: they will understand.”

“Come inside, sir,” the man said,
respectfully. He was somewhat over-
awed by the faulfless attire of the
stranger and the flashing gem that
adorned one of the fingers of his left
hand.

He hurried upstairs, but was soon
back again, and invited Melville to
follow him.

“Only the old man in,” he said, “and
he nearly jumped out of his skin when
I told him that a gentleman had come
from Edmund.” d

“Thank you,” replied the viscount.
“That will do. Kindly seée that we
are not disturbed for half an hour.”

So .saying, he turned the knob of
Locksley’s door, entered the room,
and held up a warning hand to ghe

startled occupant.

“You!” hissed Locksley.

“My dear friend—peace! peace! I
be to you. Do not let others into our
secrets I have#eome her in obedience
to your son’s wishes—in obedience to
Edmund’s wishes, and if you are wise
.you will at least listen to me in sil-
ence.”

“I do not believe you,” panted Locks-
Jey. “I do not believe one word that
you say If you have hunted me down,
do not keep me in suspense; I am
ready to go to prison; I am ready to
stand my trial for the heinous offenses
of which I have been guilty.”

A look of distress passed over Mel-
ville’s flexible features.

“Locksley, old friend—it is not this.
1 have come to save you, to save you
and poor Edmund the horrors of the
disgrace that must be yours and his if
you will not listen.”

“I am listening,” replied the wretch-
£d man, “but I doubt every word that
you utter.”

‘“Were I half so bad ag you believe
me to be, what would be easier than a

j iance He must be well rewarded forl

cry for the police?

that hags at times killed the man with-
in me and raised the fiend. I have
wrung money from you by threats
which were empty,

yourself, and, above all, your only
child, for one¢ who has been dead for
many years? It cannot bemefit him, it
cannot benefit any one, but will scatter
untold misery about your own hearth-
stone. Make all the restitution you
please in a monetary sense—return all
you have taken, every penny; but, for
Heaven's sake, drop the mad, the quix-
otic notion yourself ags a murderer!”

“It is too late'," groaned Locksley.
*“I have sent full particulars to my
lawyers.”

“No, it is not too late, old friend. I
anticipated that you would do some-

thing of this kind, and went- to the'

lawyers at once. I belfeved that you
xvere mad when you disappeared in the
mnight, and I declared that you were so
to them.
your raving as worthless, and your
papers were sent to me unopened.”
“I believe that you.are right, l(ol-f
wille,* Locksley said, at length, “
1 know: that you are not now m

Your son has |
i
confidence in me, and you, above all, |
|

should pardon the sin of craving for|
. H
wealth, and it is this, and this alone,:

I now plead for|

you to come home before the scaﬁ-;
dal has time to spread. Why sacrifice |

I begged of them to°regard | 7

“And tre money mhn m:-ded.
my old triend—the money is all hers,
‘and Hdmlmda' Do you not see how,
happily all may yet end? Ah! if you
‘had but trusted me, even yonr son
mrxht never have known——mlght nev-
er have suffered one pang by knowing
that which carries evil wherever it be
spread.”

He took Locksley’s hand, and it was
not withdrawn from his * grasp; he
smiled to think that the magnetic

power he had exercised over this man |

was not yet dead.

“I promised
take you back to
if you were well gnmtgb, to travel. The }
poor boy was sorely stricken by the!
confession you made to him, but ‘
places implicit trust and confidence in
me now, as he did in the old days.”

“I do not think I can go with you
now, Melville, unless my boy is waa.it:ingt
for me,” said Locksley. “My man is
away—by man Peters.”

“Peters! Ah, I understand that he
had remained firm to his old alleg-

mund that I would

this, Locksley. True friends are few |
and far between.”
“Peters is a¢ true as steel.”
“And you have told him all.”

“I have.” .
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Melville bit his lip.

“I am sorry for that,” he sald. “I'
do not doubt the man’s honesty, b1 his :
mind is hardly of the caliber to give’z
valuable advice to his master. I do
not think that Peterg holds me in very
high favor, but if you will spéak to!
him, Locksley, and refute some of the;
dreadful things that have been laid to
my charge, I may rise in the faithful
fellow’s estimation.” i

“I will not forget this, Melville, I'

|

believe that I must have been magd to'
act ag I have done; but I thought you
wanted me dead, and I was afraid of
dying with so much on my soul.” |

He shed a few weak tears, and the!
vigscount placed before him a pencil
and sheet of note , baper.

“Write a few words to Peters,” he
said. “Tell him that you have gone
back home, and say that he is to fol- |
low you.”

“I would prefer to wait for him,”é
objected Locksley. I

“Then I will make myself content
for a while,” smiled Melville. “Though |
it is rather hard on my cabman, and |

z

Edmund promised to wait until nine
for you.”

“Is he not staying at ‘The Cedars?”

“You forget, old friend, that your
son is married; that he hu’ home of
his own, A pretty place it‘is, too, at
Richmond. Lady Clare and I visited
him yesterday.” ¥

Melville seated himself at the win-
dow and pretended to bé absorbed in
a newspaper, while he watched his
victim narrowly,

“If Edmund {s waiting, I thipk a
note to Peters will suffice,” Locksley
muttered at length. “I promised Pet-
ers that I would never leave thig house

vnder any pretex, without him.”

Melville did not reply, and Locksley
wrote a few words on the paper before
him, saying:

“I am ready, Melville—I am ready.
I have told Peters to follow me to
“The Cedars’ the moment he returns.

“That is right!™ assented the vis-
count.

Then he assisted the old man into
his coat and tiey went downstairs to-
| gether.

The cab was waiting at a dark corn-

j er, and the viscount smiled when he

handed Locksley into it.

He sat down beside his companion
and shouted to the driver the word:

“Home!"”

The horse plunged forward under
the lash of the whip, then reared, for

; a firm grasp had seized the reins near

to the bit, and a savage voice, the voice
of Peters, demanded:
“What is the meaning of this? Where

| are you goingeto, master?”

“It is all right, Peters; I am going

back home, Edmund has sent for me,

''and I have left a note asking you to,

follow at once.”

(To be continued.)
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they grow,
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Folly and trouble travel hand in hmd.
* 'Wisdom is never easy to attain;
Who builds his.castle on the sh:lttlng

sand
. Shall’ have but loss and wrechge
for his pain. .

-For ages long despair has followed smr
Grim nature sets her price and takes
it, too; . o
chevelr much the shameful seem to
win
Only the strong shall see the battle:
through.

The wisest children come from parents;
wise, -
On honest conduct happiness de-
pends,
That blissful ignorance which blinds:
/- men's eyes
In sorrow and disaster always ends.:
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What Crime Costs

Statistics have been compiled by fin-
ancial houses, assurance companies,
and chambers of commerce which give
the immense total of twenty million
pounds as the annual tol] exacted by
all kinds of criminal procedure.

“Long-firm frauds” and fraudulent

bankruptcies, by which manufactu(- ;

er§ and agents are swindled by men
who open business never meaning to
pay for the goods they secure, account
for £10,000,000 of the total.
Forgeries, embezzlements, and frau-
dulent dealings in shares amount to;
anothér £2,500,000. Burglary, house-
breaking, and pocket-picking account
for more than £2,000,000. Half a mil-

stolen last year in London alone; and
the proceeds of robberies in the next
ten largest cities of the country reach-~
ed £750,00. :

Vast sums are lost by railway pilfer-
ing and the stealing of goods in tran-
sit, although this class of crime is
steadily decreasing owing to the ef-
ficiency of the railway police and de-
tective services.
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World’s Biggé;f Family

What {s known as the Fellowship of

the British Enipire Exhibition has
been brought into prominence again
by the re-opening of the great exhib-
ition at Wembley. The movement,
which has the support of the Prince
of Wales, has for its object the weld-
ing of Empire-lovers intp one great
each member of which is
pledged to do his or her utmost for |
its welfare.

It is realized that the Empire is a
vast trading concern, in which we are
all shareholders. "Anyond can becoms i,
an associate of the F'e’llowship by a l
payment of only fivé shillings, which

entitles the subscriber to a handsome |

certificate signed by the Prince, a |
special badge, and two tickKets of ad-
mission to the Exhibition. Already

many -people have. joined, and: this |

vear it is likely that their ranks will
be greatly augmented.
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