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CHAPTER XXIV.

*Tt does not takg one long to dis-
fover that & man 15 hot-headed and
Mconsiderate, and T belleve “that my
fears for my friéends have madé me
;watch him more closely than I might
rhave done it I had.only myself to
think of.)’

“Thinks for your explanation,” an-
sgwered madam, coolly, “I believe that
this.is the actual sense of what you
tell me—the marchese seeks my nep-
*hew’s life because he imagines him to
ibe a pretender to your hand. 1t may
ssimplify matters between y'ou'mil_d that
{ gentlemdn 1f ymi'téll him ‘that ﬁl
‘Charles' Ormsby is ‘already married.”
" Both Bessie afid Trixie, who were
\seated at a Tittle distance endenvo
/to appear occupied with some work;
-gtarted when they heard the baroness
say this, and bent curious logks upon
vher; but Lady Camilla only smiled.
1The information .was_ 8o .extraordinary

and so unlikely that she did not give

s & moment’s credence.

“It may be as well to mention it in-
cidentally, but I always steer elear, if
possible; of ‘actual untruths; they lead
sometimes to such  awkward "situa~
tions. I hate having to explain away
|anything T have said. But here comes

_'Monna Santa, and I half promised to
@ive his lordship . my.  decision , to-
aight.”

“Does he intend to keep you & prl: -

. soner until you consent . to he ‘his
 wite?” S :
“He does not-consider me his pri-
soner, but his guest, whom he detain-
. @d because-he believed ‘that I was on
the ‘point of leaving:for: - my - native
couniry. We must not . judge . these
ardent, romantic Italians by eur so-
ber, sensible Englishmen.” ¥
" “True,” said the baroness;
as you rescort-is. waiting to lead you
to ‘this romantic, ardent géhtleman,
pray do not'let me detain you™ " - ..
~*“But T may arrange for our depar-
ture if I find means to evade an abso-
lute promise to be his,” wblsnorod Ol-

“’Neuralgia
Neuritis

u'm '0._

prescribed by physiclans for..
Lumbago -

milla, coaxingly, “Once out of his pow-
er, you will see how firm:I" can be ln
dismissing him, and how entlrely I
ghall submit myself for the future to
your guidance.”

“Arrange what you please for your-
self,” answered the inﬂnlbl! blron-
ess. “Lie, decelve, delibérately ®
this man as much as you thipk pro-
per: he desérves it for giving his fool-
ish heart to the wife of another, or
putting my .faith -in-the .woman. who
secretly enooung.d him while bOund
with the holiest of vows. But do ‘not
bripg my name into the affair;-make
n&n-omiaes, and ‘ask no concessions
for me, It I wuo'pollﬂio ‘p.ha.t I shall
never quit:this tower Wlive, 1 would
neither demand my lib8rty from one
who unjustly withholds it, nor suffer
your lips ‘to forswear tHemselves in
my name® :

“Apd .Charles?" her ladyship re-
miinded heriowith a glance of ‘mingled
spite and anger. }

" “Would say that I have 'decﬁlod

irightly} Bu¥;"¢Hafjvon sy not 1;.'

l;is dan;er an excuse for what
decide’ on doing, look here!” and, .r.u-
ing from her seat, the baroness led the
way to the antechamber, ~
. Bat Lady Camilla had not the cour-
Bge to dpproach the" pallet where she
supposed’ 8ir Charles to be .

“What' would you show: me?”. she
murmured, clinging ‘to_the doorpost
for support. "Ia he dead" Mcrctfnl
heavens!” ;

“Not dead, but gone away,” answer-
ed madam, in English, while Monns
Santa, who shared the terrors of the
rest,~edged toward the stairs, and,

tholding s plece of camphor to her
‘noge, sharply vequested the lady to

%0 long since that pursuit would he 2
folly."

“Why was Irnot told thu mnnr""

asked the ~widow, revolviu “the

we ceased to ‘trust you from. the mo-
ment we learned that you had your se-
erets which we were not permitted to
share. You ai'e detaining’ 'the “mar-
chese.” .,

But Lady Camilla, though sho took
a step or two to\m'd the door. Te-
turned agaid :

“giy harles has gone, ‘of eb'nrse. ln
‘seareh’ me‘. If he had done
this sooner, as 1 urged him to do—"

“Trged .it, yet Jeft bhim in -Agnor«
ance of the true nature of this Tmpri-

- | .| sonment;_ left htm to believe that he 4
would 1 mmwmma mtaucm- bring - upusual nl!- ng

make haste. “He effected his eseape|

{|/a8 she related the tale of her adven- |
| ture to the symputhising Bnglishmen.

It grew hotter still whén she precel¥-
ed that Lady Camilla, by a few tears
and sighs and half-uttered sentences,

contrived to convey the impression |

that she was not only biameless 'in

‘the  matter, bt sincerely deploring:| :
that her marvelous tascinat!ons should |

have transported the marchese to such
& pitch of madness. :

“You will not leave us tm’we
sq,tee-qyx&gs«sste?" she murmured, &8
e ratsed Her beautiful eyes first to

: o?xe and then to the other, with such

pleading in their depths - that they

were Teady to. swear. themselves her |.
| slaves.: 77 L : el e A :

“We are at your ladnhip'slo‘rdcu,"
was the gallant reply. “Whither would
you like us to-escort you?"

- “That must be as Madam de Cag-. _
pares pleases ? ghe said, meekly. “I |

shall be guided ‘entirely: by her wislh
es.”

7*I'beg that you:will not, Lady. Ca-
milla,” the baroness. retorted. "You
have shown us that you are qulte c&p-
able of taking care of yourgelf. My
first. business ‘must-be to learn. what
detains iy ‘nomw".‘ih' (mn'rter Ofins-
by Did he not accommy you ]ﬂtlur
,;enuemen"" ,

It was.the quesﬂpnM 'l\rlxto had,
been impatiently longlng 40 .put. to.
themi; for she could not divest herselt
of & “fear that while they talked so
tranqumy in the tover, Sir Clmrles
;nlght be tpllowlu the steps of h!n
sworn. foe, - snd .a . deadly encomnter
prove the re’ult

The young men looked nrprhod at’
the question

“Sir Charlos Ormsby’ No, madam,
e did ot ucompqny us. ‘We have
not had the pleasure of seeing: him-at
all”

“But it was he wixo informed yon
of ‘our position? It ‘was: the hmonu-
tion that bm;ht m luthr?" lho per-
sisted. - °

“Possibly. it was, n}m: but it
_was givendn writing. A mounted mes-

senger, 'who had vidden “night ‘and
day, brought us an urgent request that
we would lgse no time in comipg to
your aid.”’

“Then. 8ir Charles muat he at tho
Conte Amsln'a," the baroness eonclud-
#d. “Doubtless our friends there,
knowing his quick f._tm ‘have con-
trived fo detgin him, 1 thipk 1wl
trouble you, gentlemen; to gonduet me
to the conte’s Villa, where, I dare $ay,
all mydonbtnw{llbeolunduv

But still she lookéd uneasy, and

/T h e Mexicans
,/ are vl.orons.
where vigor is a
“erime;’ w(ta wea-
pons long and
‘triggerons’ they
have & redhdt
time. = Their "pre-
- ident, laboriogs,
hag worked away
ke’ heck, to.
make the country:
" glorious, w i t B
government on
deck, And all the world was mutters
ing, “Old Mexico 48 sane; her wits,
‘that once were-fluttering, are grind-.
ing corn-sgain. Her people, once
vociferous a.ga.lnst. the arts of.peace;:
have fonnd said’ arts splendiferpus;:
and things sre slick as.greesel, . No
‘long - doee peace -seem  beautiful.. to
those ‘misguided. wights again..they
think it Wdutifel to shop; -out;all. the;
lghts, -They think: . that
.ruinous,. they gLy, “
Serap; leta‘gq, with hom
An us;, and muss up ;gll tha
They -cry, “The. saints . delive :
from every peaoet\u stunt, '( and hy
their wagong l!vvqrou _they hastes
to the" front. Old Mexico's notoﬁ%ud:
for  wealth . that ig. unmined: her
people, 50 . uproarious, —detest tlw
wogker’s grind.
is withering that late made spme ad~
\vanee, for blatant men and blithering
won't gjv, the dove a chance 'mq
cry; “Let war gods foster us, peade
is too coarse and raw"; and it is
nwurMo oul;t to. be a
law, . o

Trixie clung to her triond in an uuy _
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ness to the enn!n:mnde.
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