’l‘he Romance

OPK—————

Marriage.

*“Thanks, thanks, Well, Miss Alice,
1 peed scarcely say that I going
to speak to yoy about my nephew, my
dear Rick; and your charming sister.”
_ Alice's head droops shyly.

“Of course,” says the major, ‘I am
in the dear boy’s confidence. Rick
and I have no secrets . from ‘eagh
other.” ¥,

“Haven't you?' thinks Alice; bt
she murmurs, innocently: “Of gourse
net.” : g 4
“Rick's happiness has been the sole
aim and object of my life,” continues
the major, with a pathetic ripg in his

' admirably arranged voice.

\ “Next to your own,” is Alice's men-
tal comment.
“My sole aim and object; of epurse

. this little confession of his has taken

me by eurprise, though," waxiag
eloquent, anq pressing Alice's arm,
“when I saw the dear child, with her

* bewitching face, and that glory of hair

which—which the painter and-—ahem!

o .-,eg‘llo poet, alike “would combine to

, -1 say that when I saw rer my

mﬂse was considerably lessened.

Ah, my dear Miss Alice, how all-pow-
erful is love; wbat}m exquisite pic-
ture two fondly beating hearts pre-

* gent to this—er—er—view of human-

,y.n
“Yes, indeed, yes,” murmurs Alice,

wondering what the astute and fox-

like old gentleman is leading wp to.
1 say,” says the major, letting his
ayes wander over the scene in an ah-
sent, contemplative mannen, but
nevertheless managing to keep Alice's
face in sight—“I say that nothing is
more touching and more “beautiful.
One’s heart inlt.mctlvely melts at such
a spectacle, and one is deaf to the
promptings of wordly prudence.”
fhere is silence for a moment,
while the major heaves a sentimental
sigh, and dries ah imaginary tear from

“the extreme corner of his eye; then

he says, still softly, but with & da'n;e:'-
ous auddenness _i

“Of course you are aware thut my
dear Rick is, to speak bluntly, next
door to a pauper!”

Alice starts, and ‘looks up at th‘e
impassive face with a side glance out
of ‘her innocent, blue eyes.

I don't think.my brother—"

Tho major smiles.

My dear, your rebuke, so delicate-
iy conveyed, is greatly deaeivod. I am
awire that I ought to talk the mattat
over with your _excelent brother;
but—nay, I do not flatter—I feel that

* it is under your watehful care that our
" dear Miss Pauls has—er—budded apd-

b\oﬁémd. w80 to speak, and it is to
.you I address myself in this. most oan-
fidential little chat.”

“Dear Paula!" murmurs Alice. “Of
pourse, I have her happiness at heart,
and_though I am, unfortunately, so

- Foung myself—".

s g

The major pats her-hand.

“My dear,” he says,-drily, “you are
‘4'young and a beautiful liﬂ"-rwm
t--"ug a clevér guo o TR

Allce  starts, and a switt mm
tomes into her-eyes.

*What 151t you wish to m to m,

T e

“Just -mxr a. p mm'

* wY
m*a“mm-mmm
comsent to my sister's engagement

msummarywr'mm
“Not at all—not at &ll!* murmurs

mmmuu:—m

,..mummmm
1| of voiges. “Not at slL”. ye
1| *1 dem't understand” savs Alm.'{-
.__wmw-mmq«umu :

“The major smiles down at her.

_*Withhold my comsent, wy desr!| |

Where would be the use of tHat? Ne; | Jii

1 gave it after & time.”

“Then—then you congent to m!r '

marriage?” says Alice.

“By no means,” murmurs the mlb

or. “Be patient with me, Miss Alies,
Here is the plain truth: My nephew
is something & little better than a
pauper, and will relugin so unless Le
becomes my beir—which he will do
it he behaves like & sensible young
fellow and nat like an inspired idiot.”

From any other lips this language
would be blunt to offensiveness; but
from the major's gentls, eurved ones,
and accompanied by his most insinuat-
ing smile, they fall upon Alice’'s ears
and cause mothing but & feeling of
intense curiosity as to what is com-
ing next.

“And he would bo an idiot it he—
marvried my sister, I suppose? she
says, smiling up at him, :

“Did I not say you were a clevar
girl?” he says. “My ‘dear,” patting her
arm, and looking down at her admir-
ingly, “I adore genius. You are genius,
I was pot mistaken in my estimate of
your intellectual superiority to the
Tun of young girls, I said, “Here is a
really clever girl. I will place myself
tn her hands, unreservedly and com-
pmely And I intend doing so, Now
see, my dear; here is poor Rigk, the

lsst of an old and impoverished rase, !

with duty be!ora him—I meed not'
ssy that of rntortu the fortunes of
his fallen family, Here he is, and here |
am I, ready and angious to help him,
when, 1o and behold! he falls in loye
with—just the mest chgrming little
plece of rusticity that I ever saw;
she is indeed charming, the dear Miys
Paula. Would to Heaven that, in ad-
dition to her youth and beatuy, For-
tune had dowered ‘her with that baser
gift which, sias! -the 'sordfd world
holds above even youth and beauty!"

“You mean that if Paula had beea
an heiress—" :

“My dear child,” murmurs the maj-
ar, admiringly. “You put it in' a nu:-
shell.”

“Then—then, why did you consent?”
aays Alice.

“The major looks at her.

“Because if I had not, it dould have
made no difference; yes, indeed it
would; my poor, infatuated Rick
would have gone off and got married,

and no_one would have been any .19
wiser, until it was teg late!”

It is Alice'i time te score now, and
she dees so. With the aweeteat smile,
she raises her

“Oh, no,” she ‘url.uuru. “Someoae
would—! should. Dear Major Veri-
court, you forget that I am dear
Paula’s watchful guardian, and—I
shouldn’t let her marry a pauper, even
though he were a baropet and &s
handseme as Sir Herrick™

The major raises her hand to lis
lipa in an ecstasy of admiration.

“My dear young lady!" he exclaims.
“Most admirably put, Besutifully put.
1 feel indeed that we Rnbw-each other.
But all the same, you don't know Rick
as well as T do. Ever since he was a4

‘boy in. knickerbackers, opposition ai-

waye Had the -effect of driving him to
desperation, Opposition in this ease
would lead to the most digastrous re-
sult, ‘and certainly weuldn't stop the
2 z :

“Which must be prevented?” says
Alige. simply.
. “Yag, yes!™ ‘he murmurs.

“Poor Pauls!™ says moo. with &

&] lttle, —W sigh.

Vegntlblu Eo :

ing such uerl gond:ﬁ:.-l"zo
men on, o
u!m‘t?u. perl PI‘II. "ﬂ-
ziness, and- nerveus tion of
yom.en, and is now censi the stan-
‘e ramedy for such ailments,

ting her hand. “A mere nothing! A
boy-and-girl affair, which she will for-
get long before she is engaged to the
right man. There—the. cat is out of
the bag! I am a stupid old fellow who
must speak his mind.”

“Pray speak it says Alice, rather
fronically.

"Wo_ll.'! will,” says the major, turn-
ing to her. “Look at me, my dear.
You see only an ugly old man, Yes,
yes,” for Alice smiles and shakes her
| head. “But I tell you I am quite & pro-
' phet, and, unlike most prophets, a
{ very lucky one, My prophecies . gen-
erally eome true, for the simple rea-
son that I make them. Now, shall I
| prophesy
‘ “Do,” says Alice, leaning back, hut

; atill watching him.

{ “Well, then,” he says, patting ‘he
gold top to his stick, and keeping time
to his seft veice, “I prophesy that be~
fore very long, even in the very midn'
of their foolish little billing, and coo-
ing, something will come to pass that
will put an end to it, You mustn't ask
me what the something is, beeause [
couldn’t tell you. But mind, I rely up«
on you to help ma when it 'dou

! gome.” ;

Alice nods.

“Please go on.”

“Well, then, our dear little child
will be very sorry—one knows how a
child will cry over a lost toy, does
not one? It is very sad, véry touch-
ing. I declare I could ery myself at the
| sight.of their little woe; but they sgon
Iltu'get it, so very soon! And our dear
chiyd will forget it.,”

“And the toy?” asks Alice, coolly.

“The toy—meaning Rick!” says the
major in his most charmingly frank
manper. “OK! he will cut up very
rough for a time—very rough, indeed;
and then—then he will come to his
senges, and come back and do whut
his good undle— meaning myself, 'ay
dear—wighes him.”

“1 suppose,” says Alice, gently,
“tha? one must not emquire what that
may be?

“My dear, I'll tell you at once!¥ ex-
claims the major, opening out his arms
as If he would reveal the imnermost

candour itself! In a word, he wil}
come back and marry -the daughsr
of our,genial and worthy friend the
sugar-baker.”

Alice stares, and then she leans
back and-laughs softly

““Why do you tell me all this?” she
says, eveing, him curiously.-

The keen smile curves the thin llpl
of the man of the world.

“Becguse I have more to tell, my
dear,” he says,. “and I want your help.
Po you see? I say to myself, ‘This
m lady is too clever and brilliant

made & tool of'—you see how
I a’qu—“qhe must-he & con-

i

‘| Rick must be safe ffom the marriage:

geerets of his heart to her, “I will e

. Mmmmmm.
s mor.": "f“' 4 ¥

"!mwroofltp—umvmn.w
me" e says, moddin®. “At say cost,

the safest way is to marry our dear
Pauls. Believe me, she will make our
frisnd Mr. Btancy de Palmer a most
admirable wife, He would not sut
everyone; he is wet, if I may sy so,
either clever or brillfant—just the
hudband for a dear child like your
pister.”
Alice smiles.
“Really," she says, “it {8 so nice to
hear you dispose of .people’s futyre
that one almost regrets one ia not {n:
cluded in the catslogue. Will you agt
prophesy for me?” ‘ 3
“Give me your hand,” he says; and
taking her glove, she holds her
palm upwards,
“Yes,” he says, “I can. I see a young
and beautifu] creature, gifted with g
brilliant intellect, and pining away in

& quiet country place, drifting inte
a match with a man who is not worthy

of her ip any way. Then there comes
across the scene an ugly old man who
says to this beautiful, brillisnt crea-
ture, ‘Stop, while there's time. Yoy
were born {o grace the great world,

soclety of country lquiru. you the
queen of many a salon. You marry
the son of a sugar-baker! With your
gifts, matural and ‘acquired, you
should—you shall—marry a coronst!
And 1, an ygly old prophet, will help
you to it1' *

White, breathless, but still forcing
a smile, Alice listens, A cold, ambi-
tious light gleams in her hard, blue
eyes. Already, in' f:ncy, she feels that
same coronet pressing on her brow,

The major finishes, his last words
dying away almast in & whisper, his
keep eyes fixed on hef ‘face, while a
synic#! smile curves his thin lips.

With an effort Alice raises her eyes
ta. his face and laughs.

(To be continged.) "

Pithy Pars.

. i !
Lemons are an excellent remedy in
pulmonary diseases,

Cicily has some of the finest 1cmon
orchards in the werld.

Persia practically enjoys the mon-
opoly ‘of the date irade.
——
There are nearly 3,000 stitches in a
pair of hand-sewn hoats,

Pre————.
The Kentish cherry was importsd
from Southern Europe.
The pear tree will continue bearing
fruit for several ceaturies.

Fewer suicides oceur in Ireland
than in any other country in Eurupe.
SRR

The cherry, the peach, and the
plum' a]l originally came from Persia,

Thé lemon tree is Qery fruitful and
much more hardy than the orange
tree. N

In some parts of Africa dates form

the main food of the natives, their
huts are compesed ~chiefly of the
Jeaves, the fibre of the leaf-stalk is
employed in rope~making, and frem
the sap is obtajned am intoxicaling
dripk,
I Raising are rich in sugar, and it is
this property that makes thera ser-
vigeablg to the manufacturer of wine,
The bunehu intended for table ume
are sometimes dipped in water upon
which swims a layer of olive oil,
This makes the skins soft and gives
them a glossy lustre, >

of tranimess,” she says, With & oateh|’
“ |in her breath, “And you think> yoay |-’
. m-:lumcmr’ Pte iy

to shine in s better .phere than the {of 44 inch material,

2842—This is a good
work dress, but equally suitable for
porch wear. Percale, gingham, linem,
lawn, repp, poplin, and seersucker, are
| desirable materials for this design, '
The sleeve may be in wrist or shortep
length,

The Pattern is eut in 7 sizes: 36,
88, 40, 42, 44, 46 and ¢8 inches bust
measure, Size 38 requires 4% yards
Width of skirt
at lower edge, is about 2% yards.

A pattern of this {lluptration mail-
ed to any address om veceipt nf 10
gents in silver or stamps,

A COMPORTABLE WORK APRON,

2841—Here Is a model easy to de-
velop and one that shows an apron
which will do service as a housedress,
It-is especially nice for warm days,
has no cumbersome sleeves, and is
easily and quickly adjusted. Seer-
sugker, drill, khaki, gingham; percale,
lawn, alpaea and. salin ave good for
this style.

The Pattern-is cut in 4 sizes; Small,
32-34; Medjum, -33-38; Large, 13-42;
Hxtra Large, 44-46 inches bust mea-
sure Bixe Medium requires 4% yards

and front.

ed to any address on receipt of 10
A pattern of this illustration mails
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How About That
~ Office Desk ?

You've been talking Office
D.sks for some time? Intend-
ing to renew with modern ones?
To get a good Typewriter Desk
for the busy stenographer?
Here’s your chance to select
Solid Oak Desks in various de-
signs—roll or flat tops, different
gizes and finishes from a supply
enly just crri--d'from the best
makers in the U. S, A.

Just remember—Your office
equipm'\nt has a lot to do with
the business impressions you cre-
att: = 'Keep yours up-to-the-min«
u

U.S. Picture & PortraitCo.

IN STOCK

at

Hardware Headquarters,

LANTERNS

COLD BLAST,

(Long and Short Globes.)

DIETZ JUNIOR,
COMET TUBULAR.

The Direct Agencies, Lid

Wholesale Only.

Troubles!

P —

Kvery Man that has trouble in securing a pair of
Shoes that will fit him perfectly should come here for
Shoes!

No matter whether your feet be large, small or of
medium size, you are sure to find a last that is especi-
ally dapted to YOUR foot, if you will but come to us
with your Shoe Troubles!

We've Shoes .n every variation of size and width,
made for the express purpose of fitting Hard to Fit
Feet!

‘We're showing all the correct Winter Shoes in the
Cc- wvative oi the Extreme Styles!

 Shoes at $6.00, $8.00, $9.00, $11.00, $20.00.

Just Test our Expert Shoe Service and see the re-
sult of buying Your Shoes Here!

Parker & Monroe, Ltc?.

THE SHOE MEN.

No Matter How the Fire
is Caused

if you re not insured, you're 3

Taka time to see abouf }
Zesl‘ pohcms. We give you tht |
t companies and reasonablt

 rates.

a PFRCIE JOHNSON,

lmeo Agent.
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