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THE ATTACK .ON MR. BRODEUR.

Opposition organs of the unsuspect-
ed impartiality of the Mail and Em-

pire figure out that the ¢jvil service

report is a condernnation of the Min-

ister of Marine and Fisheries, and

that therefore Mr. Brodeur should re-
The Toronto News goes its sen-

sign.
ior colleague one better by saddling
Mr. Brodeur with responsibility for
the existence of a patronage list, and
then declares that there has been a
patronage list ever since there has
been a government at Ottawa,

When Mr, Brodeur took over the
department some two years ago he
found that things there were not run-
ning satizsfactorily. Two courses were
cpen to him, Hg might have taken
matters into his own hands, summar-
ily dismissed the officials at fault,
appointed new ones to their places
and re-organized the = department
straight away. But to have done so
would have drawn upon him aun as-
sault which we can easily imagine
irom the lately found enemies of tl
‘e tem, h 3!
have been held up as a mohster tak-
ing the bread from the mouths of
honeszt and effieient officiale and giv-
the of

oZ long servia

to party friends. hat

concerne

and held impeortant positions meant

that the attack on.the man who dis-

pensed with them would have becn
>

more than ordinarily bitter.

take. Instead, he frankly told Parlia-

ment and the country that the depart- |

ment was disorganized and unfitted

for doing proper work and that he|

intended to change things. The old
officials were not dismissed, but
re-organization was begun.” How

wgs carried on may be learned from |
the cvidence of the deputy minister,!

a man for forty years in the servico,
Asked if ‘the Deportment tried to live
within the supply granted by Parlia-
ment,-he declared :

“Yes, under-the present Minister.
:’Th}‘reﬂis‘ ari- otder hich has been
*‘adhetred to. * . %. The present
“Minizter said he would hcld the ac-
“countant reepcnsible if :

Spaid for, that was

nything was
and is particu
“a mcxzthly statem
*“the, appropriations :*
“8ked regarding the x1 thai ex
isted prior to Mr. Brodeur’s comin:
the deputy minister eaid: “L
the practice u Y
‘‘ann Governpent,”  He' told: noy
there had:been an overlapping oi ac-
c¢ounis” from one year into ancther.
“ayer sinec I have been in the depa:t-
“rient,” and ~dded, “thc present Min-
“ister squatred off all suen matters
“last year. He got froin the
“tant -a statement with
“every agency, and insisted t
“a single ‘dollar should b: paid
“year that was to be
“lagt fiscal year.”

“a ¢ mtirvation cf

Plainer evidence of the new Min-
ister’s determination to put the De- { Perliamentary .committee, It includes

Fihas \
the fermer Goverpment may or may
not have anything to do with their

$434

attitude, but we will require to be
shown that it bad nothing to do with
it before believing t. Whether this
be the case or not, the position of the
Opposition is that while demanding

off.cials who prevented such adminis-
tration; that while demanding effi-
ciency they assault the Minister who
lecclared that he must have efficiency
and worked to that end even against
the officials; that while denouncing
the “spoils system” they levy war
upon the Minister who refused to re-
sort to the ‘spoils ;system,” and do

o because a condition of affairs ex-
isted which by applying the “spoils
system” he might have remedied two
years ago.

THE MILLS WANT ORDERS; THE
RAILWAYS WANT PRAILS,

The “Soo”” rail mills. have  closed
down for lack of orders. Notices post-
ed by the Company announced tha
“Owing to the unexpected condition
“of the rail market, the open nearth
“plant, Bessemer and blooming mill
“will suspend operatiens on Saturday.
“The rail and finishing mill will con-
“tinue operations to complete 1
“present orders, Referring to  the
closure the manager said: ‘““The neces-
“sity of these notices was forced on
“‘the company so suddenly that they

| therefore a right to know

charged te the

““had no alternative, owing to the]

“conditions of the rail market and
“the failure of orders already
“ed ior to materialize ”’
Meantime construetion work o:
“P.R. Moose Jaw-Edmon

ton line
od up ior lack of rails, on the
hority of one who knows whereoi he
speaks,
condition. and a condition that would
xist without substantial reason.
1:'the C.P.R. wants rails and tae S99
mmills want orders, why isg not
need of the Company si eds by
ving orders to the mi 4

' raasons seem likely from the outside;
This course Mr, Brodeur declined ts |

¢ither that the rails irom the Soo
works are not up to the mark, or that
the Company prefer to patronize
somebody else.

In either case the pecple of Canada
have a right to know the why.
pay bounties to iron and steel pro-
tucers and are therefore entitled to
know whether or not their products
are {it for use on Canadian railways,
We pay bonuses to railways and have
whether
these patronize the home concerns or
whether they ship the bonuses to the
Steel Trust and leave the Canadian

{=nills withont orders.

“THE ELEMENT.”
An Opposition journal -assures us
Tement  comprising .
* repudiate  the
and all its worl 3
c¢i‘e? that if the: ever get a
to rule the coun agiin it
e doue ith “grait aad cor
ption.” - As to who composds ““t!

element” that has redche h1s eom-

mendable resolve we are leit 1n dark-
1e:8.  Nor is this’ easy to surmise.
One th;ng is clear—it is not the Par
liamrentary element, — This ineludes
fton. John Haggart, a member of the
ate Government against whom

member of Pailiament, from his plaee

charged with malfeasance in ofiice

It includes Hon. Geo. E. Foster, a
inisterial cclleague of Mr. Hagea

{ who voted down the demand that

jclmu'v

partment ifito proper condition, and | Mr. George Taylor and Dr. Sprot

| teetionist™

This surely is an anomalous |

| their more likely

i British ' pe to their

seas we must rcoognize  aleo :their

ba investigated by thie proper

WHERE THE CANADIAN FARMER
WOULD GET |IT.

Churchill’s defeat in Manchester is
heralded ‘as a victory for the tariff
advocates, It was much more likely
a triumph of the friends of the liquor
intérests, the enemies of the Edu-
cation Act and the opponents of home
rule, = But supposing the sole and
only lssué¢ was the imposition of a
tariff, how much significance is to bt
attached to the opinion of one manu-
facturing city—or of a score of manu-
facturing cities? If ““protection” did
not make #riends of the manufactur-
ers and their where 01
among whom could it be expected to
find favor? A victory for a free trade
candidate in Manchester would have
beenr a more vital blow to the move-
ment for a tariff than the overthrow
of the Balfour That
Government did not fall only for its
fiscal follies; but ii the contest in
Manchester was fought out on that is-
sue alone, Churchill’s election would
have been a condemnation of “ pro-
tection” from the mouths of those
whom it was proposed to “protect.”
One might as reasonab’y interpret the
tariff views of Toronto as the tarifi
views of Canada as to judge the trend
of British fiscal thought by the ver-
diet in Manchester—or in a score of
If “protection’ had no
friends there, where would they be
found?

employees

Government,

Manchesters.

Supposing Churchill went down in

for free trade, is there any-

thing in this to awaken the applausc |

o Canadian journals, even of “'pro-
views.
adarifi it need not be imagined thal

{tariff would cut only one way. The

British farmers who consented to a
tariff against foreign manufacturers
would in turn demand a tariff against
.oreign grain, cattle, sheep, swine and
fruit, And as the manufactureis
would build the highest walls against

| faymers would do precisely the same.

Now the Canadian fanmer is becom-
ing, and hopes to become far more,
the most serious competitor with the
British farmer for supplying the food

product> of Britain, Against him,

We | therefore, the Britisa tariff would be

resolutely
such ' tarifi

most certainly -and most
directed. . And to him

would mean ungualified disaster, fo
it would exclude him from his best,
and practically his only, market.
How serious the blow would be to the
Canadian farmer and thus to Canada
will be realized when we remember
that last year we sold
worth of goods in Britain, the.bulk of

whitch ‘were products of the farm,.the
ranch, the dairy and the orehard. If
a_ DBritish tariff meant anything - to

the British farmer at all, il wo

43 in

on th¢ hands o: the Canadian

¢ s. Is it irom this prospect Cana-

d.aii- ‘protection”
in professing to dizcern the
thought in

.action

4

growth of “protection’

pritamn?

It i3 persistentiy arguew. oi COUYSE,

that loyalty to the colonies w ould pre-

vent Britain® raising a ‘tariff against

| their, produéts, or that in’any. even:

the colonies would be given a " pic

I forence”” against the rest of the worid
i+.the prescribed Parliamentary form i ,

R izing fully the loyalt;

business astuteness, and credit the

withiunderstanding ‘that business and
sentiment wons mix when the busi-
lorm oi ‘‘protection.”
is selfish-

ness takes the
The besis of “protection”

i ymbia,

spetitors. . the {end the faithiul are assured that the
compe OS5 us

$105,600,000

! liste for guch prdvinces as

roduc-

journals draw sai-

kin - be ¥ ond

this to awaken bur’ hope that the
British elector will be again mis-led
into the folly of “protection,”

OUR GROWING TIME.

Canada’s foreign trade increased
$25,000,000 last year, and reached the
enormous total of -$638,000,000. This
in a year of financial stringeney can-
not be considered alarming. Imports
increased -~ $18.000,000 and  exports
$10,000,000. The - customs revenue
showed, an increase of $5,000,000.
amounting to $58,000,000: Despite the
somewhat -unfavorable character ol
the season, the exports of agricultura!
products amounted to $7,000,000 more
than for the preceding yeuar, There
was a slight increase in“the exports
of manuiactured produets, a
millton inerease in mine products ex-
porteti, while the fisheries exports
held their own. These increases may
be taken as fairly indicating the lines
oi our national development. The
greatest expansion of course is in
agriculture, due chiefly to the settle-
ment of the West,
substantial advances, too, due large-
ly to the development in British Col
umbia, the Yukon and Northern On-
tario. That the manufacturers did not
sell mueh more abroad than during

thres

Mining is making

the preceding year is by no 1means
a bad sign.
ing~to supply. the home demand to

They were too busy try-

!make many articles for foreign con-
{sumpticn,

e

THE VOTERS' LIST “OUTRAGE." |

It is propcsed to amend the eder-

% i At Y {4l election law in several particulars
I: Britain imposed | : o x %

i2nd the word has gone out {rom the
{ Manitoba machine that the people of |

i that Province are to be worked into

{a fury by. representing to them that

in some way or other their rights aie
being trampled upon. A similar cam-

paign has been begun in British Col- |
The better to accomplish this |

Opposition at Ottawa will fight the
measure till the snow flies, That they
will do so if they fancy they can see
in it any hope of making party capi-
tal may be taken for granted. It is
of interest to learn therefore on what
grounds the people of Manitoba and
British Columbi#& are invited to con-
sider themselves, cutraged, and the
people of the rest of the Dominion
urged: to champion their rights
against this supposed interference.
The clause which i3 supposed to
contain the malicious design is one
providing that wlhere the voters’ lists
of a Province, &re ‘irregularly revis-
ed by ‘the I’er'i'ncinl authorities a
fresh.revision s.h;y,.l/l be.made just prior
to a Federal election. Under  the
present law passed in 1893 the voters’
liats regularly arc =ceepted as lists
ior the Federal elections. In prov-
inces which do not do so the lists are
accepted’ if the Federal election
curd within one year ‘rom the revis
of the lists. ()i-bs‘l‘\\ ise new’ lists
prepared by Federal offieials, bat
der: Provineial law and on the
of Provincial qualification,
propesed that in Provinces where the

lists are not revised regularly within |

the meaning of the act and the inten-
tion of Parliament, new lists shall be
prepaied for Federal electiona,

It so happens that tuis clause would
ifect only the ‘provinces ci Manitoba
and British Columbia, these being the

only provinces which do not regularly

revise their lists, within the meaning !

When at Net

Provinees which

of the present Act.
was passed, all thc
had permanent lists had them revised
anmually by the municipal councils.

the lists been evaded, but the eva-
sion ecdrried into positive abuse, 1t
is claimed that duly qualified Liberals
have been kept from voting by the
compiling agents omitting their names
from the lists, and that unqualified
men who favored the Provincial Gov-
ernment’s have had their names plae-
ed on the lists. The proposed amend-
ment is therefore a re-assertion by
Parliament of the condition on which
it was intended Provincial lists would
also a remedy for a wrong inflicted on
a remedy for a grievance inflicted on
a portion of the electorate by the eva-
sion- of this condition,

When the present Llection Act was
nder consideration it was made
Mundantly plain that Parliament had
no intentiop of surrendering its rights
to the Provineial Legislatures and
agreeing to accept as lists whatever
they might be pleased to prepare, and
however they might be pleased to pre-
pare them. Parliament was desirous
that the lists should be prepared by
vepresentatives of the people avho
were not personally concerned in the
results of Federal elections, To this
end the practice of having the lists
prepared by municipal ' authorities
was approved, and where this prac-
tice existed Parliament agreed to ac-
cept the lists for Federal election pur-
Dposés, But it was no puart of Parlia-
ment’s intention to hand over  its
right and power to safeguard the pub-
lic francnise to the manipulation of a
prejudiced~ Provincial ‘Legislature’ ot
Government. This was made plain
enough in speeches delivered by lead-

i ers on both ®ides during the debate.
{
]

The Soiicitor-General, Sir Charles
Fitzpatrick, in the debate said:
“We should put the franchize, not
under the control oi thiz House, but
under the control of the electorate,

under the control of the pecple who
re, as directly as possible
ing it in

the hands of the municipal coun-

send us !
under their control by pl
cilg.”’

The Premier endorsed the principle
of having the lists prepared by the
muniecipal councils, vut added:

“I " am
part, to accept the franchise. prepar-
ed by the Legislature, whether Lib-
eral or Conservative. "But if the
d

quite disposed, for my

ay ccmes when a fraud is commit-
ted against this parliament, when
legislation of a hostile character i3
brought forward in the Legislature,
then it will be, dlways open for
Parliament to resume its own pow-
ers and to enaet a francliise law of
its own.”’
Mr, Borden was not less explicit in
declaring that Patliament-should not

It'is now |

deliver itseli into the hands oi " the

| Provincial Legislatures or Govern-

revise their

ments :

“Even i we do adopt the.Provin-

cial law, I would suggest ‘hat we

should not . go *beyond saying that
the Provincial enactments as they
exist at present, and the basis on
which the voters’-lista are now mada
up in the different Provinces, shail
be the basis' on which we shgll pro-

ceed in the future, I do not sce!
i
why we should pledge curselves now !

to the wisdom of what any Provin-

cial Legislature may pass. in tne

future,’’

The inteéntion of bcth parti
Parliament could scarcely be cc ¢
in plainer-terms, . That intention was
that the lists for Federal
should be prepared by r
of the people, but by representatives
who had no concern in the results of
the elections, As such bodies the muni-
Jut in two

elections

sentatives

cipal councils were chesen.
Provifices the Provincial Governments

| abuse at worst,

A POOR BEGINNING,

The Whitney gerrymander has en-
abled the Toronto News to score two
trinmphs. First it has’ made cut the
poorest of the long series of poor
cases the News has made out under
the present management; second, it
has offered the best excuse that has
been offered for the outrage, - All it
has been able to say for the measure
so far is that the iniquitous Grits did
likewise when they were in power;
yet wihle saying so, the News has not

ceased to remind us deily that it is!

no excuse for present wrong-doing to
say that others sinned in like man-
ner in the past. It has been mooted
that the News is to drop the mask
and take up the business of apologiz-
er-in-ordinary to the Whitney Govern-
ment. If so, it .has selected a time
when its services are abundantly
needed, ‘but when the material for
apologies is conspicyously secarce.

THE CiVIL SERVICE.

It was to be expected that a hard
presfed Opposition would try to press
into party service the report of the
Civil Service Commission; nor was it
to be expected that in doing so they
would ohserve too
lines of
less the
fairness.

unwavering veracity, much
requirements oi absolute
Alike their present straits
and their past conduct forbade such

expectations, I{ may be of interest|

{o noto a few

with the matter of the civil service |

generally, and the efforts that have
been made from time to time toamend
the evils found in the present system
under the present and all
Governments,

former

It should not be necessary, but it
1s necessary, to cay that the griev-
ances found by the Coemmissioners
have not been of late development
nor confined to the térm of the pres-
ent Government, This the Commis-
sioners definitely declare in the open-
Their eriti-
cism is levelled at tMe system which

ing pages of their report.

exists and has existed, of appointing,
promoting and paying the

grades and classes of the

various
serviee
That the system is worse or better
under the present administratioa than
their predecessors, or any predeees-
sors, the Commigsioners do not aver.
More, they demand that they be con-
siderced as making no suc¢h compari-
sons, v

Since Confederation appointments
to the Government service, under all
Governments, ‘have been
ministers, on the recommendatioa ire-
arliament.
Long ago this system was found to

made by
quently of members. of

have faults at best, and to be liable to
There was noi always
avallable a number of desirable appli-
cants when more clerks were wanted,
because Government employment ha

rizing

not been held up before the

| generations as a remunerative and en-
joyable

Henee Ministers
frequently have had to engage whom

-calling.

they would, with the result that might
be expected. Under all Goveraments
it has been found thai men were re-

commended and appointed here  and

i there less because of fitness for the

pozitions {hey were to occcupy than
becatse ci political service rendered
the membars who re¢ommended them,
or the ministers who appointed them.
From this again the results have not
inirequently been what might have
been anticipated.

For the
been periodically
continuously legislating to weed cut
the weaknesses and faults of the sys-

thirty years we have

investigating -and

scrupulously the |

points in connection |

——

ed the head of a Department und

tne present system of appointi
clerks to his Department. If the ey.
amination method were adepted™t
latitude would of course “be wi
drawn, The Minister must accept 1
first candidate on the waiting 1;
whether the best ddapted for the p
ticular vacaney or no’ erin«xw:
~mployees would bz impossible,

If we could not be sure that the Cain-
mission would be always impartial
employees the proposcd
system would give the Comunissi
opportunities for the display of iricnd-
ship or prejudice quite as unjust
the deserving cmployee and quite ns
mischievous to the service generally
as the partizanship of a Minis
could be,

| promoting

Payment by schedule, too,
that all must be paid alike, regm
‘ess of merit,  One clerk mieht d
twice as much work as another, bat
he would draw only the same pay.
\ natural ccnsequence would be the
disappearance of superfluous energy
and the “levelling down” of the de-
nartmental staff into a monotony of
‘asivess  where each would do pre-
i e e had to do to hold the
This proce=s would be praeti-
cally certain under a‘prejudiced o
| corrupt commisston -which made pro-
motions on the basis of personal
friendship or of personal profit. The
energetic employee would then - have

i .10 hope of advancement through mer-
it, and in the course of things would
soon come to not-merit advancement,
The commissioners do not of course
propose that the service commission-
| ers should be appointed for life, in
| pendent oi Government or Parlia-
Presumably they would have
them hold offic> only .during good
conduct and removable for partiality,
Bat il so,
then the Cominission: would be -only
an agent of the Governmet or  of

negligence or irregularity,

Parliament, guided by certain rules
and laws, but still an agent, Govern-
ment and Parliament would still he
responsible for them. In that cas
their chief business in life would ap-
pear to be as a buffer between the
candidate for office and the membel
r Minister; a body on whom might
be lain the wrath oi a disappointed
applicant. A convenient
ment thiz no doubt for members and
ministers who have found the patren-

arrange-

age system a nuisance—as most of
them no doubt have found it. But
unless Parliament changed radically
its regard for its own laws the im-
provement would be apparent rather
than real. ~No session in years has
passed’ without Parliament concurring
in the raising oi -4 salary or the em-
Kpleyment of 2 clerk “notwithstanding
anytaing in the Civil Service Aet.”
17 Parliament still continued t«

e¢se this right to overrule the laws

) @XCT-
made where would be the benefit of
handing over the powers to an Jgent
only that the doings of the azant
might: be over-ruled?

Yet a Commission independent of
Government and: Parliament is
ly likely. to. ba scrivusty  propessd.

The puecpls oi Canada have nol yeb

carce-

abandoned {iaith in reiporsible Gov-
ernment, and until they do eo, it will
not ba well with the man who pro-
poses to place the civil £orvice or 113
contraliers bayond ™ the reach of th
cleetor,

Aiter all iz said tae presont
all i ts is the most

rnment o: tl

The mem-
ber who reccanmiends an-apjlicant for

1

and the minisier who ap-

a position,
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The secret
presses fea
eight others
to. give t!
gearched o1
bodies, but
ing anyone.
ping men
ficials appears
aceident was
of the chances
seamen iust 1i

There
and ‘an i 1
The ofticers
cuss the affui
the disaster ae
Ccrews behay
Comning &0 soon
toipedo boat
was sunk by the
the Isle of Wight
ty-six men being
ing .of the Glad
to the Britizh -1
prevails in the ch
many of the
unable to ]
the -continent.

A Passe
Sonthampton, Apni 2
tuils concernin
the cruiser (
terday and
of the Britich
various passen
T. -Hillis, of Lond
detay in lowering |
Paul, said:

“In resy
ance, the
plied t
accounts
—it eeem
elapsed af
St. Paul beat I
At that u the cruiser weg
turtle. Some of ihe bluej
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Like a Moving Pictu

“The discipiine 3
magnificent. We
at his pot. The ‘as N0 ‘e
on either 1p. One  wou
thought i* a moving p
siead of :
that the
to land, that
men and th
ence.

The passengers on th
acted so coolly d
utes following the colli
ly have realized the
they stood. The
officers, .who hw 1
rectly the boats came to
there was no danger, but
tion of the steamer’s
a3 she lies at the de
she had a very narrc
meeting the same
ator. As it was, the
seriously damaged
posed. She shipped
of* water through her
and from the
away {rom the
she reached her

S¢e €

momen

> her pumps were kept

full capacity.
Crashed Thiough Cruis
The damaged bows of the
indicate that s torced hei

keep it there it would be imposzsible %\.‘m) likewise recorded their votcs B
to haye, of from a better informed |smother - the investigation of she will do it for sel
witness than the deputy w}Yn manag- | charge. It includes the mominal lead-| o0 4 1gss of the Britigh publie \,s.nl
éd the Department under hirh. ot of the party who has'taken these rom-the standpoint

How this reorganization was re-|men as his councillors, thrown ov

dritari P g ytection '~ 2 -
I Britain adopts “‘protect i Dilretirs Munitobs - and

least twenty feet ough the
h rcasons, and

British | have deelined to allow these bodies to|tem  wifhout oy
side, but lfortunately the great

Columbia wished to have the provin- | prepare the lists, have appointed spe- | points,  Four several boards of ccm- age she sustained was above t

cial lists used for Federal elections.iq] seents to do®so, and are ab least [miseioners have gone into the subject, {of the work he perforns, line. The bow post was

all they bad to.do was to adopt this | yecused of having thercby worked un- | have renorted, and their reconmenda- | ple do not approve oi that work, the the belts on both tl

; board- bows were crushed n,

ing cracks ¢xtend along the s

along the water line the pe

stem could be been scraped away,but from- tl
r ba that the downwavd. there Nno appare

“reform”’ age, althon the Dbolts mu

started, which 1

sacrificing its good | points him to the position, arve re-
sponsible to the peeple ‘or the quality
Ii ithe peo-
regard the tarifi

i ir oW articular welfare; the 2 ) T g ! ' ' . v o
o e » | practice and pérmit the lecal 1epre-|iqimess to one portion of the clector- | tiony generally. have been adopied to |minister and ..e member suffer. for
tariff will be adjusted to “encourage p 3

, v officials whese habita | their records the ntle of His ; : 3 _ ! : : : ; Neoh S B
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were £ 2 4 Yy D¢ plied -approval, delendé€d some 1 ) ion, ¢ o0 do 80 by U ot oy . Teas thev di 2oah : 5
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