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DECREE

OF THE

Holy Romanand Uni-|
versal Inquisition.

Wednesday, Tuly 3, 1907

With result tiuly dep'orable our
age, impatient of a.curb, in investi-
gating tne ultimate causes of things,
ofteh so follows novelty that, casting
aside, as it were, the inheritance of
the human race, it falls into the most
serlous errors. These errors will be
far more baveful if sacred studies, the
interpretation of Sacred Scripture and
the principal mysteries of the Faith,
are in question. It is too, greatly to
*be regretted that even amongst Catho.
lics are to be found writers not so few
who, passing beyond the limits laid
down by the Fathers and by Holy,
Church herseif, with a pretence of
higher intelligence and in the name
of historical examination, seck for
that progress of dogmas which is in
reality their corruptin.

Lest errors of this kind, which are
daily spread amongst the Faithtfal
should take root in their soa’s and
corrupt the purity of the Faith, it has
pleased our miost hoiy lord, Pius X,
by ivine Providence Pope, that the
chief amongst them shou!d be pointed
<ut and condemned through this office
of the Holy Roman and Universal In-
quisition.

Wherefore. a diligent examination
having been made and the opinion of
the Rev. Consultors having been
taken, the Most Eminent and Rev-
Cardinals, General Inquisitors on
questions of faith and morals, have
decided that the following proposi
tions should be denounced and pre
scribed, as they are denounced and
prescribed by this general Decree :

1 The ecclesiastical law which pre-
scribes that books concerning the Di
vine Scriptares are to be submitted to
previous censorship does not apply to
those engaged in criticiam or scientific
exegesis of the Old and New Testa-
ment.

2 The Church’s interpretation of
the Sacred Books is got to bedespised,
but it is subject to the more accurate
judgment and correction of exegetes.

3 From the ecciesistical decisions
and censures directed against free and
more cultured exegesis it may be in-
ferred that the Faith set forth by the
Church contradicts history, and that
the Catholic dogmas cannot, in fact,
be reconciled with the truer organs of
the Christian religion.

4 The Magisterium of the Church
cannot r’.a!crminp{-}he proper rense ofl
the Sacred Scriptures by matic |
definitions
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studies, should put aside every pre-
conceived opinion on the supernatural
origin of the Sacred Scripture, and
should interpret it not otherwise than
he would other m:reiy human docu-
ments.

13 The Evangelists themselves and
the Christians of the second and third
generation took the Goepel paraaes
in an artificlal sense, and thus gave
occasion for the slight fruit of the
preaching of Christ amongst the Jews.

14 In many narratives the Evange-
lists related not so much what is true
as what they thoaght would, although
talse, prove rather serviceable to the
readers.

15. Until the Canon was defined
and established the Gospels were in_
creased By coustant additions and
corrections: therefore only a slight
and uncertain trace of the doctrine of
Christ remsined in them.

16 John’s narratives are not pro—
perly history, but a mystic contem-
plation of the Gospel; the sermons
continued in his Gospel are theologi.
cal meditations about the mystery of
salvation devoid of historic truth.

17 The fourth Gospel exaggerated
the miracle not only that they should
appear more extraordinary, but also
that they might be better suited for
attesting the work and the glory of
the Word Incarnate.

18 John, no doubt, shows that he
bears the character of a witness to
Christ; but in reality he is only an
excellent witness to the Christian life
or the life of Christ in the Caurch at
the end of the first century.

Iy Tlhe hetercdox exegetes have
given the true sense of the Scriptures
more faithfully than the Catholic exe.
getes, e

20 Revelation can be nothing else
but the consclousness acquired by
man of his relationship to God.

21 The Revelation which is the ob-
ject of Catholic faith was not com-
pieted with the Apostles.

«2 The dogmas which the Church
puts forward as revealed are not truths
that have come down from Heaven,
but a certain interpretation of reli-
glous facts which the human mind
has secured by laborious effort.

23 There can and does accually ex-
ists opposition between the facts
which are related. in the Holy Scrip-
ture and the dogmas ot the Church
that depend on them; so that a critic
may reject as false facts which the
Church believes to be most certain.

24 Tbe exegete is not to be blamed
who lays down premises trom which
it follows that dogmas are historical-
ly false or doubtiul, provided he does
not directly deny the dogmas them-
selves,

25 The assent of faith uitimately
rests on a heap of probabilities.

26 The dogmas of the Faith gre to
be held only according to their practi-
cal sense—that is tosay, as a precep-
tfve rule of action not as a standard
of belief
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33 It is evident to every one who is |

not led by proconceived opinions
either that Jesus taught error concern-
ing the approaching advent of the

tic Gospels is devoid of authenticity.

34 The critic cannot ascribe to
Christ knowledge without limit except
onthe hypotheses, which cannot be
concelved historically and which is
repugnant to the moral scnse, that
Christ as man had the knowledge of
God and yet was not willing to make
His disciples and posterity acquaint-
ed with so many things.

35 Christ had not always the con
sclousness of His Messianic dignity.

36 The Resurrection is not properiv
a fact of the historical order, but
a fact of the purely supernatural or.
der, neither proved nor provable,
which the Christian consc ence grad.
ually inferred from other facts.

37 Faith in the Resurrection of
Christ was concerned at the begin-
ning not so much with the fact of the
Resurection itself as with the immor-
tal life of Christ with God.

38 The doctrine of the expiatory
death of Christ,is not Evangelical,
but only Pauline.

39 The opinions -on the origin of
the Sacraments with which the Tri.
dentine Fathers were imbued, and
which undoubtedly had an influence
on their dogmatic Canons are far dif-
ferent from those which now rightly
prevail amongst historical investiga-
tors ot Christianity.

40 The origin of the Sacraments is
due to the fact that the Apostles and
their successors interpreted some idea
and intention of Christ under the
movement and influence of circum.
stance and events.

41 The Sacraments have no other
object than to bring to man’s remem-
brance the ever beneficent presence of
the Creator.

42 The Christian community in-
troduced the necessity of baptism,
adopting it as a necessary rite and
associating with it the obligations of
the Christian profession.

43 The custom of baptising children
was a disciplinarv development which
was one of the causes why the Sacra.-
ment was divided into two—baptism
and penance.

44 There is no proof that the rite
of the Sacrament of Confirmation was
employed by the Apostles; the formal
distinction, therefore, between the
two Sacraments—Baptism and Con.
firmatlon—does not belong to the his.
tory of primative Christianity.

FurnishedRooms to Let.
FURNISHED ROOMBS—Large new-
ly furnished rooms, 179 Prince Wm.

street.

T. B. & H. B. ROBINSON,

GENERAL INSURANCE AGENTS,

MRS. J. C. MACK.

103 Prince William Street,
Representing
Norwich, Union Fire Ins. Society,
German American Fire Ins, E}o'y of
New York,

Travellers’ Lifeand Accident Ins, Co.,
United States Fidelity and Guarantee
Company.

J. F. McDONALD,

Carpenter and Builder.
Jobbing mept.ly atténded to. Esti-
mates furnished.

Telephone 1589.
Residence, 68 Lombard Street.

Shop, 80 City Road

R. W. W. FRINK,

General Agent, St. John, N, P.
Western Assurance Company,
Londor Assurance Corporation,
Boiler 1 1spection and Insurance

Company.
96 Prince Willlam Street.

Miss Frances Travers,
Vocal Lessons, Viardot-Garcia Me-
thod. Pupil of Madame Von
Klenner, New York.

28 Sydney Street.

UNION
CE SOCIETY
OF LONDON

Estasuisugp A. D. ry14.

Capital An(gn-e;n::ml:dm tnnddl ex0°9d
Of the oldest and stro..gest
of Fire Offices. Ampie funds and an honor-
able record extending over a period of near-
¥y two oenturies commend v.g: v
hese seeki. indemnity trom loss y fire,
Dwellings and “Publt

Churches, ools,
three years on speei-

Fresh Stock.

Silk Elastic Stockings.
8ilk Elastic Knee Caps.

Water Pad Trusses (single or
double).
Abdominal Belts (Ladies’ and
Gents’).

Hot Water Bottles.
Fountain Syringes, etc., ete.

A, CHIPMAN SMITH & (0.

Druggists, Eté¢. 41 Charlotte St,
Telephcne 187. ;

VICTORIA HOTEL,

81 to 87 King Street, St. John, N. B.

B@" Electric Passenger Elevator
and all modern improvements.

D. W. McCORMACK, Proprietor

HARD and SOFT
COALS.

We guarantee Reaso: able Prices
Best Quality, Prompt Delivery.

R. P. & W. F. STARR, L.

49 Smythe St. Tel. g.
14 CharlotteSt. Tel. 15.

Bulldings insured for
B AT N
A Manager fo:
GEO. 0. DICKSON # e
General Agent for New Brunswick.

JfMces : Walker’s Buildi Wy 3
Tel. 401 P. 0. Box 74, ey &"?:&..‘ﬁ;"

Fancy Barbados
Molasses in Stock.

Fancy Barbados Molasses, Barrels.
Fancy Barbados Molasses, Tierces,
Fancy Barbados Molasses, Barrels,

Thomas Gorman,
27 and 28 South Whart.

Windsor Hotel,

Hugh McCorm ick,

Proprietor,
Newly fitted.

Best of Service,
Modern ideas and up-to-date at-

tention,

Opposite Station, SUSSEX, N. B,

J. Henry Scammell,
Physician and 8 -
162 Germain Street. N _ -
Office hours : 8 to I0 a. m. ;

2to3and6to8p. m
Telephone 876.
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46 The conception of the Christian
as a sinner reconciled by the authority
of the Church did not exist in the
primitive Church; it was only very
slowly the Church became accustom_
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DRS. A D. and
Stanley B. Smith,
DENTISTS.

145 Charlotte St., (near Princess)
'

Telephone: Office, 1414, Residence; 1131

Best Quality of American
Lehigh Coal in the City for
Self-Feeders at reasonable
Prices.

"Phone 1116

GEORGE DICK,

46 Britain - Foot of Germain.

Morrissey & Emery,

STONE CUTTERS, ETC., No. 90-96 CITY ROAD, ST. JOHN, N. B
have taken into the firm MR. JOHN F. McLAUGHLIN, having an exper-
ience in the business of stone-cutting, as foreman, for the past 1\%rhty years,
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Merchant Tailors,

68 Germain St., St. ]dhn, N. B.

7w A. Crowley & Co,

Trunkmakers, etc.,
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