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Iner’s, heard e gun fired off in Sim 

Banks’ woods.
“Somebody’s shot a squirrel. 1 guess," 

Sam remarked.
“Reckon so,” Jason replied. "Seems 

like it’s kind of late to be shootin squir- 
rels, though.”

The next morning James Melvin was 
found dead in Sim Banks’ woods, with 
a bullet hole through his heart
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CHAPTER XVIII.

A MATTER or INTEREST.
Never since that day on which the 

battle of Lexington was fought had 
there been such intense excitement on 
Possum Ridge. The people, forgetting 
their everyday duties, collected in little 
groups and all day long talked in low, 
bushed tones of the terrible thing that 
had happened. A thousand questions 
were asked, many of them of a most 
frivolous nature, but propounded In all 
seriousness; a thousand surmises were 
made, and those who happened to pos­
sess a fragment of information relative 
to the one subject of absorbing interest 
repeated that information over and 
over again for the delectation of their 
less fortunate fellow mortals.

In a little quiet place like Beckett's 
Mill, where but few things out of the 
common ever transpire, a murder is an 
event of supreme importance. It is 
sufficient to claim the entire and undi­
vided attention of the people for a day 
and to remain the chief topic of con­
versation for a week or even a month. 
It is an event which marks an epoch 
and from which time Is reckoned.

Lying in state in a little wareroom 
just off Hicks’ store was all that re­
mained of James Melvin. Jim Thorn 
in passing through Sim Banks’ wood 
had found the body lying across a little 
footpath, in almost the same spot where 
Melvin and Louisa had met. Thorn, in 
a mild state of excitement, bad ap­
peared at Hicks' store to report his 
find. Hicks and others had repaired to 
the scene and bad removed the body 
to town.

Soon the news spread, and tn an in­
credibly short time everybody at Beck­
ett’s Mill knew of the tragedy. Then 
the people came to see and to ask ques-

“But I have, squire. I’ve done her a 
wrong I’ll never forgive myself for, 
the cruelest, wickedest wrong ever any 
man can do a woman.”

The squire stared in astonishment
“Why. Sim,” be said. “I can’t under­

stand you. I’ve knowed you all your 
life, an I’ve never yit beam of you doin 
anybody wrong, much less Loueesy."

“But it’s eo. I have wronged her, as

“When?" I
“The day I married her."
“Sim!”
“It’s the truth, squire, the God's 

truth. I didn’t know it then, but I 
know it now. I’d ’a’ better ‘a' killed 
her any day than to ’a’ made her my 
wife.”

The squire shook bls head.
"I can't see,” be said, “bow you go 

‘bout makin that out Men have been 
a-marryin women ever sence the begin- 
nin of creation, an I ain’t never before 
hearn It looked on as a crime."

“It ain’t no crime what the man an 
the woman love each other,” Sim re­
plied. “an wbar they’re ekal ever' way 
an suited together. But what them 
things ain’t so It’s a crime, an they 
ain’t so in our case."

"But you loved Loueesy, Sim?
“I did, squire, an I love her yit. an 

I’ll go on a-lovin her till I draw my 
last breath. How much I love her no­
body but God knows. That ain’t no 
words strong enough to tell."

“Then it ain’t your fault ‘bout what’s 
happened, Sim. Loueesy ain’t done you 
right an"-

81m sprang to his feet and held his 
hand up warningly.

“Hold on, squire,” he said. “Don’t 
you go an say nothin ag'in Loueesy, 
not nary a word, ‘cause that’ll be hard­
ness betwixt us if you do. I’ve allus 
liked you, squire, an I like you yit, an 
I want to go on a-llkin you, but I won’t 
if you talk ag'in Loueesy."

The squire shrugged bls eboulders 
and turned back to his desk. A little 
curtly, it seemed to film, be said:

“Tell me what you want in this deed, 
an I’ll go to work an make It out”

Instead of replying, Sim drew nearer 
to the squire and placed his band on 
his shoulder.

"Squire," he said pleadingly, “I hope 
I ain’t gone an made you mad. God 
knows I never meant to do no sich a 
thing, an I’m sorry If I have. I don't 
want to cause no more bard feelin’s 
than I can help, an specially now, 
when I feel like I ain’t got no friends 
on earth.”

The squire softened immediately.
“I ain’t mad at you, Sim," be replied, 

“nor I ain’t a-goin to git mad at you. 
I jest can’t make out no jestice in your 
way of reasonin; that’s all."

"An yit it’s jest, for all that.”
"Mebby It is. I dunno."
You know, squire, Loueesy an the 

don’t suit. You know that, don’t you?"
“Yes. ever’body knows that now."
"Ever’body knows it now, an I guess 

a good many knowed It ’fore we mar­
ried. That’s wbar 1 done wrong. I 
ort- a‘ had sense enough to know it 
then, an mebby I would If I’d ‘a‘ keer- 
ed enough to stop an think. Loueesy 
was young, an she couldn’t know, but I 
was older, an I ort to ’a’ seen that she 
couldn’t never be happy with a man 
like me. I done wrong to urge her to 
marry me, an that’s what all the fault 
lies. I’ve ruined her life an destroyed 
her happiness, but I was too blind to 
see ft till It was too late."

"So now"—•
"So now I’m a-goin to do what little 

I can to make amends. I’m a-goin to 
give her all I have, then take myself 
out of her life."

The squire was silent and thoughtful 
a long time, and when at last he spoke 
he said; 7

"Your reasonin may be jest, Sim, 
but whether it be or not I ain’t a-goin 
to argue with you ‘bout it, ‘cause It 
wouldn’t be no use. You’ve got your 
head sot that a-way, an nothin ain’t 
a-goin to change it.”

“Nothin.”
"But, as I was a-goin to say, Sim, 

don’t give all your land away. It ain’t 
right, an nobody can’t expect you to do 
sich a thing."

“I’ll give it all, squire, ever’ inch of. 
it.”\

“Jest think, though. Sim. You'll be 
set out in the world without a home, 
without a dollar an"-

"I have thought of all that, squire. 
I’ve thought of ever'thing."

“But suppose Loueesy gits a divorce 
an her an that other man— You know 
what I mean?”

"Yes, suppose they marry."
"Waal, would you want him to have 

what's your'n, while you didn't have 
nothin?"

“If it is to be so, squire, so let it be. 
I’ll have the consciousness of knowin 
that I’ve done my duty, as far as I 
could, toward Loueesy.”

The squire sighed and drew the blank 
toward him and took up-his pen.

“I hate to make any sich a deed,” he 
said, "but if you will have it so, so let 
it be.” •

The deeds were made, and Sim sign­
ed them. Then be went back home, 
stopping at Hicks’ store on the way to 
settle s little account he bad there.

“Ever’thing must be left in as good 
shape as possible,” he said to himself, 
"so Loueesy won’t be pestered no more 
than can be helped."

When he was back in his room, he 
took a piece of paper and a pencil and 
sat down at the table and wrote a note 
to his wife. It was slow and laborious 
work, and it took him a long time to 
put down the few words he had to say. 
With each word hie heart grew heavier
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kand sadder, tor that was the last thing 
be was ever to do for Louisa, and when 
It waa finished bis life and hers would 
part, never to meet again.

"I am goin away," he wrote, "an I’ll 
never see you no more an never no 
more stand In the way of your happi- 
ness. It la hard, cruelly hard, but It is 
best, for I know that I can’t never 
make you happy, an mebby when I’m 
gone It’ll be different You ain’t to 
blame for nothin, Loueesy. All the 
blame is mine. What you done is nat- 
Iral, an you couldn’t help it, but what

far Above
- Til others.
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Women.

Many Women imagine 
that they have to pay a big 
price when they want a fine 
pair of shoes. That’s a 
mistake.

“King Quality" is the 
one shoe that gives comfort 
to the feet, wears long, fits 
snug and nice and looks 
stylish.

Sensible Women buy the 
•• King Quality ’’ shoe.

They cost $ 3.___
Made by THE A ». KING 00.. Limited. TORONTO.

I done I could ‘a’ helped. 1 ort to ‘a‘ 
knowed you couldn’t never be happy

tions. Of course every one, man, wo­
man and child, bad to pass through the

with me. It was like draggin a bird 
down an tryin to make it live with a
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mole, doin like the mole does. I ruined little wareroom and look" on the life-
less form. Then, having looked, they 
gathered in little knota to talk it all 
over.

Jim Thorn, having been the fortu­
nate one to make the find, occupied the 
pedestal of chief importance in the vil­
lage that day. Wherever he went, 
whichever way he turned, there waa 
an eager group about him, listening 
anxiously for every word that fell from 
bls tips. Time and again, and always 
to interested listeners, be repeated the 
story of the find down to the minutest 
details. And the story Jim Thorn told 
was this:

“When I got up this mornin, I says 
to my woman, says I, ‘Lucindy, I guesa 
I'll jest step over to Joe Beckett's pas­
ture an look at that calf of Joe’s.’ Joe 
an me’s been on a trade for a right 
smart while, an he's been a-wantin me 
to take a calf he’s got over thar. 
Waal, I put on my bat an went over to 
Joe’s, but Joe’s woman told me Joe 
wa’n’t at home, but that he’d gone off 
to look for a pig that’d strayed away. 
So I jest went an looked at the calf, 
made up my mind Joe wanted too 
much for it, then started back acrost 
the woods for home. Waal, I'd walked 
a right smart piece an was a-goin along 
with my head sorter down, a-thinkin 
‘bout somethin, when all at once I kind­
er glanced up, an right thar before me, 
not six feet away, laid that dead man."

"Lord, but I bet you jumped an hol­
lered!" some one exclaimed.

Thorn gave the speaker a look of 
mild contempt.

“I bet 1 never," be replied. "I never 
moved a inch, nor I never give a 
squeak."_

"Waal, I bet you was skeered any- 
bow." —

“No, sir, I wa’n’t skeered, not nary a 
grain more than 1 am this minute."

“Did you tech him?” somebody ask­
ed. ?

“No, I didn’t tech him, but it wa’n’t 
‘cause I was afeard to. I ’lowed meb­
by It mought be ag’in the law, an ! 
wa’n’t figgerin on gittin Into no trouble 

-noway.”>
There was a short pause, after which 

some one said impressively:
“Lord, jest to think of a feller walkin 

up on to a dead man like that! My 
land, I wouldn’t 'a’ done It tor nothin 
on earth! I bet I’d ‘a‘ been skeered. 
an I’d ‘a’ jumped an hollered, too, an I 
reckon I’d most broke my neck a-gittin 
away from thar. Lord!"

To be Continued.

your life by urgin you to marry me 
when I ort to ‘a‘ knowed better, but I 
hope you will forgive me, an I pray 
that God will too. I’ve paid the debt 
at the store, an I leave what money I 
have. If you need any advice ‘bout 
anything, go to Pap Sampson. He’ll 
be glad to help you, an I know you can 
trust him. I’ve done the best I can for 
you. but I know it ain’t much. All I 
want is to make you happy, an I hope 
you will be. Don’t think I blame you 
for nothin, for I don’t. It’s all my own 
fault But I didn’t know. Far’well."

He placed the deeds on the table, 
then folded the note carefully and laid 
it on top of them. Then he took from 
his pocket all the money he had and 
placed it In a little heap on the note. 
When it was all done, be stood for a 
little while looking at it, then turned 
away, saying to himself:

"It ain’t much, God knows, but it’s 
all I can do, an mebby Loueesy’ll un­
derstand."

After that he walked back and forth 
across the room for a long time, and his
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Bargains in Flowers
For this week we are giving a great bargain in flowers. 

Come it will be worth your while to buy.
25C FLOWERS FOR 10c
500 FLOWERS FOR . . . . . 25C
A very large assortment of good flowers from 70c to 
$1.50, your choice this week for 50c.

c. A. Cooksley, OPTRE’MFarkel
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life. Don’t let quacks experiment on you. 
Our New Method Treatment is guaran­
teed to cure you. Our guarantees are 
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"It ain’t much, but it’s all I can do." 
head was bent In deep thought. There 
was one thing more be longed for be­
fore he went, but be was afraid it 
might not be best. It was this of which 
he was thinking, and at last he de­
cided.

"No, I’ll not do it," be said. “I’d give 
the world to see Loueesy once more, 
but I dasn’t do it, I dasn’t, for I’m 
afeard I'd give way to all this I feel, 
and that might give her somethin sad 
to remember. No, I dasn’t see her no 
more, never ag’in in all this world.”

He took up bis gun and went out.
An hour later Sam Gordon and Jason 

Roberts, returning from Jonathan Tur-
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TELEGRAPH NEWS rniture
Centre Simcoe Liberals have nomi­

nated Mr. (David Davidson, of Pene- 
tanguishene for the Legislative As­
sembly. -LT

The new R. & O. steamer City of 
Kingston was presented with a set 
of flags by Mayor Kent on her ar- 
rival at Kingston.

Robert Howard, of London, Ont., 
was buried by the caving in of a well 
in which he was working. He was 
dug out without serious injury.

Maclaren, Cameron & Co., of Mont­
real, the promoters of the Imperial 
Fruit Company, have had their ef- 
fects seized 'by their creditors. -

HER WHOLESALE WAY.
“Do you believe the world's federa­

tion of clubs can be achieved?"
“Oh, yes. I know woman; she’ll 

keep on federating until there is noth­
ing else left to federate.”

Cora—What would you like me to 
get you for a birthday present, loves

Merritt—A cigar case, my dear. 
Since we became engaged, I can nev­
er find an unbroken cigar in vest pock-
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tried our
should lose no time in leaving a trial

Parlor Suites
Made of Silk Tapestry, with buttoned backs, $18.00, $20.00, $25.00 

and $30.00.
Three Piece Suites, with Mahogany finished frames, $15.00, $18.00, 

$20.00, $25.00.
Rug Suites of good and serviceable rugs, $32.00, $38.00, $45.00, 

worth $40.00, $50.00 and $60.00.

edroom Suites
A Special-Line from $10, $12. Do not fail to see these Suites.
Polished Oak Suits, with british bevel mirrors, $25.00,$65.00. J- 

We are offering a special line of CARPETS at 50c per yard, worth
60c and 65c per yard. Made and laid free of charge.

order with us.
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0 in quality and price are all you could ask 
41bs. Soda Biscuits - 25c

3 1bs. Lemon Biscuits - - - 25C
3 1bs. Wine Biscuits - - - 250
4 pkgs. Corn Starch - - • 25€ 
Dried Apples, per lb. - - 59 
Baking Powder, per lb. - - TOC 
Sardines, per can - 5C
6 Bars Sweet Home Soap - - 25C M

U NEED DISHES TO-DAY
Dinner Sets, Tea Sets, Chamber Sets, at- 

lowest prices for good goods.
Fancy ware * per cent off for to-day only 

China ware 15 per cent off for the day
A lot of Cups, Saucers, Hates and Bowls 

at lowest prices.

John McConnell

CURE YOURSELF!
Use Big G for Gonorrhœs 

Gleet, Spermatorrhoms 
Whites, unnatural die 
charges, or any inflamma

CURES
i^L— days. 1 
Cnos w stricture. 
is CHrMlIcat.CO tion, irritation or ulcers 
Ge THEEVANS CHEMICALCO, tion of mucous mem- 
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branes. Not astringent 
Sold by Druggists, 

Circuler se- on Seunest.

G.E. A. Hugh McDonald
Opposite Garner House 
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